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EDITOR t9 the READER, 


T is not worth the attention of 
the Public, how we obtained the. 


King's Campaigns, written in the 


form of Letters, with Remarks on 
the cauſes of the ſeveral events x. 


Nor indeed have we any thing in- 


tereſting to ſay on the ſubject. 


Little concerned about the man- 
ner in which theſe Memoirs got out 
of the cloſet, we were content to 
oblige the Publick with a work ſo 
long expected. 


We 


(vi) 


We have therefore thrown it out 
without any Anecdotes, and even 
without a Preface, of which the 
agreeable and enterprizing genius 
of the Ari/larchus of Generals ſtands 
very little in need, 


To ſatisfy thoſe, who, perhaps, 
may be rigorous in their demands 
of vouchers, we need only refer them 


to the Author's Advertiſements; 


and, particularly, if they want 


original papers, to the Letters and 


detached Remarks in the ſecond 
part; entreating them to be careful 
in applying to the preſent caſe the 
maxim of the Philoſopher of Sans- 
Souci; who ſays, „ am of opinion 
« that Memoirs of great atchieve- 
« ments in war, written with con- 

r cifeneſs. 
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ut © ciſeneſs and veracity, laying open 
en © the reaſons that determined the 
wn conduct of a General, and dif- 
is covering, in a manner, the very 


1 | : Xs 

10 f « ſoul of his operations; I ſay again, 
I am of opinion, that ſuch Me- 
« moirs muſt be very inſtructive to 


. « all thoſe who follow the profeſſion 
| « of arms.“ ; 
ADVERs 


ADVERTISEMENT 
to PART I. | 


HESE Letters were written 
by an Officer, whoſe employ- 


ment at the Court of the King of 
Pruſſia, enabled him, either to ſee / 
with his own eyes, or learn, by 
means not liable to ſuſpicion, every 
thing that paſſed in the army: ac- 
cordingly he hath ſuffered nothing 
material to eſcape him; and has not, 
on the other hand, inſerted into his 
Memoirs, any of thoſe uncertain 
accounts, that have no foundation 
but common report 
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LETTER 1. 


& N the laſt interview I had with you, before 
I the 2. ſet out for the Army, I promiſed to 


keep a Journal of that Monarch's progreſs, 


. and of the whole Campaign, and to communi- 
cCate it to you in the form of Letters. As I am 
tied down by that promiſe, I begin, with this pre- 


ſent Letter, to fulfil my engagements, and I hope, 
my dear Friend, you will be as punctual with re- 
gard to yours: that is, to require no compliments 
from me, to excuſe my faults in a friendly man- 
ner, and to employ for your own amuſement only, 
what I may have the honour to communicate to 
you. If you cannot prevail with vourſelf to per- 
form theſe three articles of our proviſional treaty, 
ſend me back, immediately, this fiſt Letter, that 
I may not trouble you with a ſecond. I have but 
one word more to ſay, before I enter upon my 


7 ſubject: that is, that if I am not able to give 


you pleaſure by my manner of writing, I may, 


{hall 


* TT 
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ſhall take care to lay before you, plain and nake® 


as they are, will make amends for the want 
rhetorical crnaments. But now to my purpoſe. 


It will not be neceſſary, I imagine, to begir + 
with a long introduction, relating to the particu- | 
lar ſituation and preſent State of Affairs. You 
will underſtand by the Gazettes and common re- 
port, that the King, being maſter of the two Si- 
leſias, hath ſent a part of his troops to take up? 
their Winter quarters in Bohemia; that the Ma- 
rechal Count Swerin hath entered Moravia at the 
head of ſeveral battalions, and made himſelf ma- 
ſter of the city of Olmutz, and, that the tow: 
of Glatz having ſubmitted to Prince Leopold, th: 
Auſtrians are left in poſſeſſion of nothing but the 
Caſtle, which is alſo cloſely blockaded. 


You will know, on the other hand, that the 
French and Bavarians, joined by the Saxons, 
have ſurprized Prague; that the Duke of Lor- 
raine, having come too late to it's relief, has beer: | 
obliged to march back again, and the Army, 
which was under his command, is now divided 
into two bodies; one of which, having Prince 
Charles of Lorraine at it's head, has taken poſt  \ 
near Boudweiſs in the Circle of Bechin, and the 
other, commanded by Prince Lobkowitz, in that 
of Iglau which is a part of Moravia, ' 


But you have not, perhaps, yet heard, that the 
Elector of Bavaria and the French Generals, not 
having proſecuted their plan of marching directly 
to Vienna, which was much more deciſive than 
that of the conqueſt of Prague, have now the 
mortification to ſee all the places of ſtrength, 
which they had conquered in Auſtria, mayer by. 

even- 


; 


LETTER l. 3 
Kevenhuller, and among the reſt the City of 


Lintz, where Monſieur de Segur, with a little ar- 

my, rather than a garriſon, thought it more pro- 

per to capitulate, and promiſe not to ſerve againſt 

the Queen of Hungary, for a certaia time limited, 

than to defend himſelf with the courage and reſo- 

lution of the Ancient Gauls. "Theſe events open- 

ed the gates of Bavaria to the ſame General Ke- 
venhuller, and put him in a condition to make 
ſuitable returns to the Elector, for what he had 

actually done in Bohemia. It was this diſtreſſing 
circumſtance that actually haſtened the march of 
our Royal Maſter, and for this reaſon it was that 
he ſet out from Berlin, on the 18th of January, 
and lay that night at Elfterwerda, a houſe be- 
longing to the King of Poland, about fix leagues 
from Dreſden. Next morning his Majeſty ſet 
out for that Capital of Saxony, where he arrived 
about noon. The King of Poland received him 
with great demonſtrations of joy and friendſhip, 
and the whole day was employed in the pleaſures 
of the Carnival, which were ſucceeded, next 
morning, by more ſerious conferences, the reſult 
whereof was the reſolution of marching to drive 
Prince Lobkowitz from his poft in the neighbour- 
hood of Iglau, and making a diverſion in Moravia 
and the Lower Auſtria. 


This being, without doubt, concerted in the 
Cabinet, in the fame manner in which it was to 
be afterwards executed, the King proceeded on 
his march on the 20th, and on the 21ſt reached 
Prague, where, having had an interview with the 
Count of Bavaria, and the French Generals, he 
proceeded from thence to Old-Boleſla, from that 
to Koenigſgraetz, and arrived at Glatz on the 

B 2 24th, 


4 LETTER I. 


- 24th. Prince Henry, the King's Brother, with 
ſuch of his Majeſty's retinue as had not attended 
him in his march to Prague, travelled by Zittau, 
Little Boliſla, and Jaromirs, to the ſame place, 
and arrived on the 25th. 


Glatz, a little town, but the firſt we met with 
in the King's new acquired dominions, is ſituated 
in a low ground; and the whole county of that 
name is a valley ſurrounded with high mountains, 
and interſperſed with little eminences. The For- 
treſs of that place has ſomething very ſingular 
about it: It ſtands on a very ſteep rock, and com- 
mands the town ſo effectually, that whoever dares 
to appear in the great ſquare, or the principal 
ſtreets, which do not exceed the number of two, 
may be eaſily ſhot by muſket-balls from the Fort. 
To ſce the Citadel om the other ſide toward the 
country, it appears to be one large houſe, built on 
the top of a hill, without any other fortification 


than that of the rock on which it ſtands, and very 
thick walls. 


In the capitulation which the Commandant 
agreed to, when he evacuated the place, it was 
ſtipulated that no hoſtilities ſhould be committed 
on that fide, which was a very good thought of 
the General that made the conqueſt of it; becauſe 
thoſe that are in the town can by no means hurt 
the caſtle, but by throwing ſome bombs into it; 
whereas thoſe of the fort might very ſoon ruin 
the whole town of Glatz, by only throwing into 
it ſome burning torches. 


Qn the ſide next the country the caſe is very 
different; there you ſee advanced works, a co- 
yered way, ravelins, and baſtions, all very high 

| | and 
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and furrounded with ditches, which, in appear- 


ance, are very deep, and cut out of the rock. 


There is no riſing ground in the neighbourhood 
that commands cheſs works; on the contrary, the 
attack ſeems to be confined to a very ſmall front, 
which may be cafſtly defended; if there be no 
other circumſtance, ſuch as vant of ammunition 
or proviſions, to diſtreſs the Garriſon. 


One Monſieur Fontenelle, a Lieutenant Colo- 
nel, was Commandant of the place. He affected 
to ſhew much reſolution, and a deal of good hu- 
mour : For, a little before our arrival, he had 
given his Garriſon a Ball, on account of the ad- 
vantages which Count Kevenhuller's Army had 
gained over the Bavarians. But after all, he be- 
gan, even then, to. be in want of good water, and 
could furniſh his men with nothing to drink, but 
melted ſnow. 


There is an anecdote concerning the King, 
while at Glatz, which I cannot paſs over in ſilence. 
Having certain information, that the Counteſs of 
Grunn, who was married to a Lieutenant Colo- 
nel of the Garriſon, had vowed a fine ſuit of 
cloaths to the Madona of the Jeſuits, in caſe the 
blockade of the town were ſoon raiſed, he bought 
as many yards, of the fineſt ſtuff that could be 
found, as were neceſſary to make a large robe for 
the Virgin, and ſent a meſlage to the er, 
of the Society, acquainting them, that being in- 
formed of the fruitleſs vow the Counteſs had 
made, and knowing his men better than ſhe, he 
did not intend that our Lady ſhould be a loſer, 
and therefore offered her in reality what Madam 
de Grunn had promiſed her in vain. The Jeſuits 
were charmed, and came, in great formality, to 
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return his Majeſty thanks; flattering themſelves, 


perhaps, that this was a ſtep towards his becom- 
ing their Proſelyte. | 


All the King's retinue having now joined him, 
his Majeſty ſet out, on the 26th, for Landſcron, 
through the ice and ſnow which covered that 
dreadful chain of mountains between Moravia and 
Bavaria. Landſcron is only eight leagues diſtant 
from Glatz, but they are Bohemian leagues, fix 
of which are equal to ten of Germany ; and they 
became much longer, and infinitely more fa- 
tiguing, by the narrowneſs and badneſs of a great 
part of the road. Accordingly it was very late 
before we arrived at Landſcron, having had a 
great many of our carriages broken down, and 
others more than once overturned, The 27th 
was devoted to reſt, which was highly proper 
after ſo long a march. The King was the more 
eaſily reconciled to this, as he found there the 
Chevalier de Saxe, who, at that time, com- 
manded the Saxon troops, and the Count de Po- 
Jaſtron, a Lieutenant General of the French army, 
who had come thither in conſequence of the 
King's order, both of whom were to ſerve in the 
expedition to Iglau. 


The 28th we travelled from Landfſcron to Ol- 
mutz, by a road, one halt whereof lay over moun- 
tains, and the other through a plain: and this 
laſt part of our way to us ſetmed charming, by 
the rule of contraries ; though, perhaps, others, 
who had not felt the inconvenience of the defiles 
we had paſſed through before, would have found 
reaſon to complain of it. After all, the entrance 
into Moravia, on this ſide, bears a great re- 
ſemblance to our country of Magdebourg; and 

if 


Fit © 
there 
from t 
winter 
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Olm 


| EET ERE * 
Fit does not appear fo agreeable at preſent, 
there are ſeveral ways of accounting for that, 
from the calamities of war, and the rigours of 
winter, which, when united together, make a 
very great change on the face of the earth. 


Olnutz, Jan. 295 I am, &c. &c. 
1742. 
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O U found me in wy laſt at the gates of 

Olmutz. Every one, that 1s not influenced 
by prejudice, thinks this place pretty tolerable. 
The houſes, built after the Italian fathion, with 
very high frontiſpieces, which conceal the real 
roofs, have the appearance of platforms, and at- 
ford the eye a very agreeable proſpect. The two 
great Squares are beautiful, and ornamented with 
fountains, and ſtatues of Saints; and in the l 
ſtreets, tho” a little narrow, there are abundance 
of handſome houſes. 


The Biſhop's Seat may paſs for a caſtle: 
There are in it a number of beautiful apartments, 
very well furniſhed, and you breathe there the 
air of a Court: Tho' the Count de Lichtenſtein, 
who is the preſent Biſhop, with a revenue of 
near three hundred thouſand florins, chuſes ra- 
ther to appear a good Eccleſiaſtic, than a great 
Lord. One cannot ſay too much good of this 
wWorthy and illuſtrious Prelate: He acts the part 
of a faithful ſhepherd towards his flock ; yet his 
exhortations have not ſo great force as his ex- 
ample: His charity prevents the wants of his. 
neighbours; and he never refuſes his perſonal 
f B 4 aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance to the ſick, even in thoſe dangerous 


diſtempers, whereby his own health is expoſed 


to hazard, He never thinks of meddling in thoſe 
affairs, which come not within the ſphere of his 
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office, and tho' he is not ignorant, with regard 
to the affairs of this world, he make no uſe of 


his knowledge therein, but to amuſe himſelf, 
or furniſh matter of converſation, He is a little 
gouty man, about hfty-two pw of age, with 
a Countenance open and full of candour. He 
received the King with great declarations of ſin- 
cere attection, and lodged him, with a good part 
of his retinue, in his own houſe, as well as he poſ- 
ſibly could. The Chapter, whereof he is the head, 
conſiſts of men of the higheſt birth. There are 
among the Canons, Princes, Counts, and Ba- 


rons, all men of good eſtates, and that live like 
Noblemen. 


Bcfides thiſe, a great part of the Moravian 
Nobility had come to reſide in this City, and the 
Carniv 1, there, is well ſupplied with comedies, 
balls, maſquerades, and aſſemblies. Strangers 
may partake of theſe balls, by giving a ducat 
cach for admiſſion, The genius of the ladies 
of this country 15 not altogether the ſame as 
that of our ladies of quality: Their way of liv- 
ing has a little of the libertine in it; they be- 
come too ſoon familiar in their converſation, 
and have ſomething too ruſtic in their manner 
of expreſſion. It is pretended that their private 
intervi-ws are very conſiſtent with the opini- 
on, which one is apt to ferm of them, from 
their forwar..neſs and coquetiſn airs. But this 
I can by no means afirm: On the contrary, it 
| ſeems to me, that many of them are very reſerv- 
ed, when one attempts to mage adyances to 
them. 
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them. Thoſe, perhaps, on whom I made my 
obſervations, may be exceptions from the gene- 
ral rule: The gentlemen, who are of a contra- 
ry opinion, have poſſibly met with ſuch as were 
not the moſt honourable and accompliſhed of 
the ſex. The caſe muſt remain undetermined, 
and we muſt come at laſt to this indiſputable 
maxim, that there is a mixture of good'and bad. 
to be met with every where. | 


Moſt of the inhabitants of Olmutz are Nuns; 
and Monks: The College of the Jeſuits is to-- 
lerably handſome, and contains above two hun- 
dred Friars and Scholars, beſides a great number 
of ſervants. They value themſelves on having 
a very fine library; and, indeed, the hall, in: 
which it is kept, may be called grand}, with reſ- 
pe& to its architecture and decorations :. But 
the library itſelf conſiſts only of: commentaries; 
on the Fathers, treatiſes of ſcholaſtic theology, 
books of phyſic, and a great many hiſtories of. 
the church. There are in. it but a ſmall num 
ber of profane authors, except geographers and 
aſtronomers, and nothing elſe that can excite: 
the attention of the curious. The convent of. 
the order of the Premonſtrants at Hradiſch,, 
near the city, is more beautiful, with regard to 
the building; but the library is ſtill. leſs than 
the Society's. 


On the 1 of February arrived the ſecond and 
third battalion of the. King's guards, which. 
had been. quartered at Schweidnitz; and his 
Majeſty,. fatigued with little. ceremonies at the- 
Biſhop's palace, which could not be diſpenſed: 
with, left the caſtle, and, that ſame day, took 
up his lodging in the city, 5 


B 5 On 


's LETTER 
On the 4th arrived Baron de Pfilzner, Privy 


Counſellor and favourite to the Geat Duke of 


Tuſcany. Nothing of the propoſals he made 
hath yet tranſpired ; but we may imagine they 
were not agreeable, becauſe the King perſiſted 
in his deſigns on Iglau. | 


On the 5th, his Majeſty ſet out. for Ol- 
mutz, and came to the little town of Wiſchaw, 
which was the place of rendezvous for that ex- 


pedition. 


On the 6th, we ſet out at the head of four 
hundred huſſars, two battalions of grenadiers, 
and the Glaſenapp battalion of infantry : about 
a league from thence, we were joined by the 
ſecond battalion of the regiment of Swerin, 
and this firſt day's march ended at the ſmall 
village of Jedowitz, which was fo cloſely ſur- 
rounded with rugged mountains, that it is 
ſcarce poflible to get in or out of it. The ſmall- 
neſs of this place obliged the King to lodge his 
huſſars at a neighbouring caſtle, and cauſe his 

renadiers to march a league further. The 
Battalion of Glaſenapp was obliged alſo to take 
other quarters, ſo that his Majeſty remained alone 
with the regiment of Swerin, expoſed to the in- 
curhons of the garriſon of Brunn, which was 
only two ſhort leagues diſtant from him : The 
reſt of our regiments, both of horſe and foot, 
marched upon our right and left, and cantoned 
as near as poſſible in the ſame line, to be ready 
to join when circumſtances ſhould require, 


Atſter a very bad night in this pitiful hole, we 
marched out of it on the 7th, and having paſſed 
the Zwittawa at Blanco, came to . a 

| place 
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place as bad as the former, except that there 
was in it a kind of a caſtle to lodge the King in. 
This day's march from Jedowitz to Gourein is 
very fatiguing; for two long leagues the road is but 
one continued defile, between two frightful 
precipices, through which a broad waggon can 
ſcarcely paſs. Three men in front may march 
through it without inconvenience, but four 
would be too many; morcover the ice made the 
roads ſo ſlippery, that the foot at each ſtep went 
backward rather than forward. The cannon 
eſpecially were with great difficulty drawn thro* 
this paſs, and the many accidents that happen- 
ed retarded our march ſo very much, that it 
laſted from eight of the clock in the morning 
till fix at night : that is to ſay, ten long hours. 
The King, being in an exceeding good humour, 
marched the greateſt part of the way on foot, 
which gave great ſpirits to the ſoldiers, who al- 
ways regulate their conduct by the example of 
their General, and ſtill more by that of their So- 
vereign. Gourein is a leaguz and a half diſtant 

from Brunn; therefore the Auſtrian huſſars, 
or, at leaſt, ſome of their parties, came and 
viewed us very narrowly, but ours were too 
watchful to give them an opportunity of making 
any attempt upon us. | 


We continued at Gourein the 18th. There 
was ſo thick a fog that day, that you could not 
ſee fix paces from you. This obliged us to 
keep conſtantly upon our guard, and likewiſe 
prevented the incurſions of the enemy, who 
were as much afraid of the fog as we, 


On the 19th we ſet out for Great-Bitiſka, 
through a fog as thick as that of the day be- 
: B 6 fore, 
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fore. Accordingly it coſt us an officer, a { 
ſubaltern, and a dragoon, whom the enemy | 
carried off from the regiment of Rotembourg, 

that marched in a column parallel to ours, at 

the diſtance of a thouſand paces. At Bitiſka, 

we paſſed the little river of Schwarza, and at 

Great Eitiſka found Count Routowſky, Lieute- 

nant General Renard, and Count Maurice of 

Saxe. Theſe? gentlemen had come to that place 

from th ir general quarters at Meſeriiz, to which 

they had marched with the Saxon truops, and 

a detachment of French from Teut{chbrod by Po- 

lan, the convent of Saar, &c. 


The latter of theſe, viz. the Count of Saxe, 
ſeemed to be one too many at that place : but as 
it is not my inten ion to take notice of the ſe- 
crets of the cabinet, I ſhall not enlarge upon 
this anecdote, which will not fail to become 
publick by ſome other means, if I am right in 
my conjecture ; However, the connection of this 
journal makes it neceſſary to obſer. e, that nei- 
ther the French nor the Saxons appear to be 
now ſo eager for the expedition againſt glau. 
They are afraid ſome attempt may be made 
by Prince Charles of Lorraine, the former ima- 
gining he will fall upon Monſieur de Broglio, 
the latter on the town of Prague, and even on 
their own country : but theſe are vain appre- 
henſions, which the event will ſoon ſhew to be 
quite groundleſs. 5 


On the 1oth and 11th we continued at Grand 
Bitiſka, on account of ſome regiments of our 
own, and of the Saxon troops, who were re- 

tarded 
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tarded on our march by the many defiles with 
which this country abounds. 


On the 12th we marched towards Trebitſch, 
and paſſed the Ofſlawa on a high and magni- 
ficent -br.dge of cut ſtone, adorned with ſome 
beautiful ſtatues of Saints. This was certainly 
the moſt fatiguing and tireſome day's march we 
had hitherto made. We were continually en- 
tangled with the baggage waggons of the Saxons, 
which were without number, and did not con- 
clude our march till five o'clock in the evening. 


Before we arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Trebitſch, we thought ourſelves perfectly ſecure 
but we ſoon found that we were 1n the very mid- 
dle of the enemy's cavalry ; fourſcore of theſe, 
and ſome of their huſſars, had got into the town 
a quarter of an hour before us, and carried off 
the French gentlemen belonging to the Court, 
and two officers of foot, Who had gone before 
to provide quarters, 


The ſame accident had like to have happened 
to Colonel Schmettaw and me. The King had 
ſent us to the paſſage of the Oſlawa, to draw up 
in order a file of baggage waggons, which diſ- 
turbed our march, and when we had got to the 
head of this long file, we found we were but a 
little way from Trebitſch, which ſuggeſted to 
us the thought of going directly thither. By 
good luck we met, at Boudiſchau, a Captain of 
the Saxon regiment of Schœmberg, who was a 
native of Poland, and of the family of Pirch, 
with whom we talked till the King came up; 
had it not been for this, we 5 without 
doubt, have fallen into the hands of thoſe ſame 

huſſars, 
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huſſars, and nobody wonld have been ſorry to 


ſee us puniſhed for a ſtep ſo raſh and inconſi- 
derate. 


Colonel Ziethen ſet out immediately in pur- 
ſuit of the enemy, with two hundred horſe, 
but, inſtead of coming up with them, he fell 
upon two ſquadrons of Cuiraſſiers of the regi- 
ment of Seer, killed ſome of them, and took 
eighteen priſoners, who all told us with one 
voice, that they had not the leaſt expectation 
to {ce us on the road to Iglau. 


About a ſhort league from Trebitſch, we had 
a tranſient view of the caftle of Boudiſchau, 
where the Saxons had their general quarters. 
It belongs to the Count de Baar, Poſt-Mafter 
General of the Hereditary country. I queſtion 
whether there 1s a more ſingular kind of building 
to be ſeen any where, whether at a diſtant or a 
near view of it. It is like ſome ornament of a 
theatre, and the print on the frontiſpiece of 
the enchanted iſland, is the moſt lively repreſen- 
tation one can give of this caſtle of Boudiſchau, 
We ſhall ſtay here to-morrow and next day, 


From Trebitſch, Feb. 125 
1742. 


I am, &c. 
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O* the 14th Prince Thierri of Anhalt-Deſſau, 


GO Lieutenant General of foot in the King's 
ſervice, was detached with eighteen battalions, 
fourteen ſquadrons, and two thoufand light- 
horſe, that is to ſay, Uhlans and huſſars, to re- 
connoitre the gate of Iglau, and make himſelf 


maſter of it, if he ſhould find a favourable op- 


* 


portunity. This detachment was taken from 


the troops of Pruſſia and Saxony, the body of 
French not being ſtrong enough to furniſh its 
quota; and the reſt of the army, whereof I 
have ſent you the order of battle, and ſubjoined 
the ſum total, followed on the 15th to ſupport 


him. 
4 Sum total of the army : 
Pruſſian foot 19 battalions. 
Saxon 19 
Fr nch 5 
Pruſſian horſe 30 ſquadrons, 
SAXON 26 
French 4 
Pruſſian huſſars and Uhlans 16 
Saxon 6 
French | I 


In all, forty three battalions, ſixty ſquadrons, 
twenty three ſquadrons of light horſe, and an 


independent company of French. 


4 * 


* 
15 
. 


4 
5. 
4 
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On the ſame 15th day the King cantoned his 
troops at the little town of Oppatow, which 
is ſomething worſe than the village of Caſſoubia, 
and in the evening Prince Thierri ſent an Ly 

x er 
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ficer with an account, that he had cauſed the 


Saxon troops to take poſſeſſion of the town of 
Iglau, after ſome ſkirmiſhes between the light 


horſe of the contending parties; that of the enemy 
attempting nothing but to cover his retreat, 


which was directly to Pilgram and Neuhaus, 
Iglau being taken and occupied by the 


Saxons, the ſmall detachment of the French, 


which was with us, marched back to Bohemia, 
in order to return to Monſieur de Broglio, and 
we moved about a league back-to another little 
town called Schlettau, where we ſtaid the 17th 
and 18th. Here the King had great reaſon to be 
diſſatisfied with the Saxons. Thoſe gentlemen, 
who never acted but by the advice of Count 
Maurice de Saxe, imagined they ſaw in their 
maſter's inſtructions, that they were to leave 


our army as ſoon as the expedition to Iglau 


ſhould be over. In conſequence of this wrong 
ſuppoſition, they had neglected not only to ſhift 
their quarters, on the 15th, as they had been 
ordered, and to draw nearer tous and the de- 
tachment commanded by Prince Thierri; but 
they even got Lieutenant General Count Re- 
nard to declare plainly, in their name, that 
they would return to Bohemia, in order to re- 
ſume their firſt quartars, and cover the city of 


Prague, for which they affected to be under 


dreadful apprehenſions. In vain the King en- 
deavoured to perſuade them, that even that 
expedition was not yet concluded; that the 
buſineſs was not merely to take Iglau, but to 


ſecure themſelves ſo A in Moravia, 


and the frontiers of Lower Auſtria, as to force 
the enemy to evacuate Bavaria, and move 
thither in order to protect his own country; 

| | that 
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that hitherto every thing had ſucceeded, and 
ſeveral advices gave ground to hope for the intire 
accompliſhment of the deſign, which would 
amply reward them for a few days pa'tence. 
In vain, I ſay, did the King repreſent all this; 
they were not to be convinced of taeir error 
we were upon the point of being abandoned by 
them, and obliged to bear the whole burden of 
this diverſion alone. His Majeſty had, however, 
ſent Colonel Count de Wartenſleben to inform 
the King of Poland of the reduction of Iglau, 
and of the obſtinacy of his Generals, which 
drew upon them a ſevere meſſage from that 
Prince, and very expreſs orders to obey the 
King of Pruſſia without reſerve, 


This difference being quite removed, or var- 
r.iſhed over, the King let out for Znoym, under 
a ſmail eſcort of Uhlans, and arrived there on 
the 19th. Znoym, or Znaym, a frontier 
town of Moravia towards Lower Auſtria, is 
ſituated on the banks of the Taya, and of a 
moderate ſize. There are in it two grand 
ſquares, and ſeveral beautiful houſes, built in 
the ſame taſte with thoſe at Olmutz ; it 1s not 
fortified ; but by the help of two walls, and as 
many deep ditches round it, we were enabled 
to put it out of danger of every inſult, unleſs 
the enemy ſhould bring cannon to batter it in 
breach. 


The environs at Znoym are, in my opinion, 
very beautiful. It is true, that on the fide next 
Auſtria, the proſpect is not very extenſive; but 
it is agreeably confined by mountains, and hills 
covered with vineyards, and fertile fields. 
On the fide next Moravia it is more plain, the 

country 
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country gradually declining to the frontiers of 
Hungary, which, excepting that part that turns 
towards Scalitz, are marked by a high chain 
of mountains. 


I am not acquainted with the people of dif- 
tinction at Znoym; there are in it, however, 
ſome Counts and Counteſſes; but they have 
little communication with one another, 


'The two battalions of the regiment of Trou- 
chſes had taken poſſeſſion of it, an hour after 
it had been abandoned by fix hundred Auſtrian 
huſfars. We found there ſome proviſions, a few 


old cannon, a great quantity of ball, but very 


little powder, 


On the 20th, 21ſt, 22d, and 23d we had va- 
rious accounts of the enemy, all contradicting 
each other. Sometimes they were marching 
towards Boudweiſs, to join Prince Charles, and 


fall upon the corps, commanded by Monſieur de 


Broglio ; ſometimes they were coming, with 
their whole force, to run the hazard of a de- 
citive battle; ſometimes, they were ſeen filing 
off towards the Danube, in order to paſs it at 
Crems ; and ſometimes they kept quiet in their 
quarters, and were waiting for a reinforcement 
of foot, which was to be conveyed to them by 
the Danube, from the army of Count Keven- 
huller. All theſe contradictory advices were 
at laſt reduced to this: That the army of 
Prince Lobkowitz had approached very near to 
that of Prince Charles ; that theſe two corps 
extended from Boudweiſs to Neuhaus, and ſtill 
lower towards Auſtria ; that they had latel 

collected a large magazine at Crems, to which 
place 
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Poe they had alſo ſent their hoſpital and heavy 
aggage z that their troops were conſiderably 
diminiſhed by deſertion and contagious diſtem- 
pers ; and that they began to be abſolutely in 
want of forage for their cavalry. 


Mean while the King had detached Major 
General de Poſadowſky, and Colonel de Schmet- 
taw, with three battalions, and two thouſand 
horſe, to {cour the country towards Vienna, 
and raiſe contributions. His Majeſty himſelf 

afled the Laya, to chooſe a camp towards the 
caſtle of Roitz in Auſtria, The detachment re- 
turned on the 28th of February, having puſhed 
forward till they were within four leagues of 
Vienna, without meeting with an enemy, ex- 


cept a ſmall number of huſſars, and four ſqua- 


drons of Cuiraſſiers, who had eſcaped to the 


other fide of the Danube, before our men had 


time to reconnoitre them. 


l During theſe few day: the Saxon Uhlans have 


diſtinguithed themſelves; they ſurprized at Teuch 
tour hundred Auſtrians bats: put ſeveral of 


them to the ſword, took one hundred and fifty 


priſoners, and made themſelves maſters of a 


mall magazine of corn. The Count de Rou- 


towſky is ſet out on his way to Dreſden; every 
one 15 fully perſuaded that his Excellency will not 


return ſoon, and that the command of the Saxon 
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troops will fall into the hands of his brother 
the Chevalier de Saxe. 


The garriſon of Brunn, in which there are, 


4 at leaſt, twelve or fifteen hundred huſſars, has 


put us a little out of humour for ſome days paſt. 
Our communication with Olmutz, by being too 
extenſive, 
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7 
extenſive, was not quite ſecure; accordingly the 
gentlemen of Brunn ſallied out on every occaſi- 4 4 
on, and carried off our couriers, poſtillions, and 5 
convoys. Hitherto the evil we have ſuffered is © 

not very great; excepting ſome papers of conſe- T. x 
quence which we believe are loſt. It might, how- 


ever, have become confiderable, if a remedy x 

had not been applied; but this the King has ha 

done, and our affairs are carried on with greater 

"wp ſecurity. . 
Znoym, Feb. 28, 7 F 

am, &c, Ac 

1742. * 1 
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Tz ſame evening, in which I dated my 


laſt, arrived a Saxon officer, who had 
been diſpat hed, the night before, from the ge- 
neral quarters at Iglau. He ſaid, that when 
he ſet out, which was at three of the clock in 
the morning, they were en alarmed there; 
that they were packing up the papers in the 
Chancery; loading all the waggons; and the 
Generals with the garriſon were retiring 
to Schlettau, leaving none at the gates of 
Iglau but the firſt battalion of guards. All this 
was found to be exactly true, but the alarm was 
groundleſs, and the terror a mere panic. For 
the day after, that is, the iſt of March, the 
King received advice from theſe ſame gentle- 
men, that every thing was quiet in the enemy's 
quarters; and, the next day, this news was not 
only confirmed, but it was alſo added, that there 
was no appearance of the Auſtrians being diſ- 
poſed to attempt any thing. q 

n 
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i 25 4 On the 6th we were informed, that a large 
p body of huffars, conſiſting of between fix and 
. eight hundred horſe, had come to Boulcka, a 
. Jittle town and river of the ſame name, a large 
h _ league from Roitz, where the ſecond battalion 
medi of Glaſenapp was cantoned, Our patroles of 
. huſſars, who were coming wong the Boulcka, 
S ED Had been ſurprized by them, and young Sydow, 
— à Lieutenant in the battalion abovementioned, 
who was but indifferently mounted, made pri- 
ſoner. Obſerve here, that the King, to train 
the young officers to this ſort of war, had or- 
dered that ſome of them, according to the order 
of the rolls, ſhould accompany all the detach- 
ments of huſſars, and acquaint themſelves with 
their operations and ſtratagems. 


had On the 7th came over to us fix deſerters, viz. 
e ge- four huflars of the very ſame detachment, and 
vhen two dragoons of the regiment of Lichtenſtein 
K in and Philibert, by whom we were informed, 
ere; that Prince Lobkowitz had detached General St. 
the Ignon, with about twenty thouſand horſe, towards 
hes, that he expected a reinforcement of foot 
ring from the corps commanded by Count de Keven- 
3 of huller, and that, ina few days, his whole army 
this _ would poſſeſs themſelves of that poſt. 


For The ſameday we intercepted a courier, com- 
the ing from Vienna, with his diſpatches. They 
tle= contained, in ſubſtance, that the enemy would 
ny's _ exert all his efforts againſt us, and that while 
not Prince Lobkowitz was to march up to attack us, 
ere a large body of Hungarian troops, poſted at Sca- 


diſ- litz, was to enter Moravia at Gœding, to cut 
off our retreat; we learned, moreover, that a 

On great part of the militia of Hungary was poſted 
in 


— : 
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| in the lower circle of Hradith, and that imme 

| diately after all theſe different corps ſhould ar 
| rive at their places of rendezvous, they woul, 
advance on all ſides to attack us, both in fron! 
and rear. 


p 
* 
5 
0 
1 
4 


a” 
— 


3 - a. wh D mp 2 


þ 
| 
| At this time the troops, which the King had 
Tit ordered from the neighbourhood of Clmutz, and 
from Sileſia, were on their march: But we were 
| too far advanced, for them to join us ſoon 
enough, and they might be intercepted. There- 
fore his Majeſty thought proper to detach Prince 
Thicri, with eight battalions, and twenty 
ſquadrons, of our own troops only, to march 
toward the Hungarians at Scalitz, and bring off 
our battalions that were on the other fide of the 
Taya, and to move backwards with the troops 
in the neighbourhood of Znoym, in order to go 
and meet our reinforcement. The Saxons were 
allo ordered, to draw near to us, and to the 
town of Brunn, not only to wait for the ene- 
my there, but alſo to hem in the garriſon of that 
place, and prevent their continuing their in- 
curſions. 


While we were preparing for this march, 
we had advice, that the Hainacks or Vallachians, 
the Moravians, and the peaſants of Teſchen, 
had aſſembled about four miles beyond that 
place; that they had with them ten iron can- 
nons, and threatened an irruption into the 

higher Sileſia, A party of them had alſo the 
inſolence to attack the van guard of Colonel de 

la Motte Fouquet, who was marching with ſix 
companies of grenadiers from Foulneck to 
Cremſitz; but were repulſed with the loſs of 
fourteen of their beſt men. 
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The Hainacks, or Vallachians, are peaſants, 


' who inhabit the mountainous border, between 


Hungary and Moravia ; they are very reſolute 


and live by plunder, even in time of the pro- 
fron; 


foundeſt peace. "They come down, at times, to 
; where they take a parti- 
cular pleaſure in ranſoming the country Clergy- 
men, and, after having extorted from them ſums 
in proportion to their abilities, they make them 
ſay mals gratis, and then recommend to theſe 
poor Prieſts good ceconomy, that they may be 
in a condition to pay the ſame contribution next 
In their rejoicings, and dances, which 
are very much of the groteſque kind, they ſing 
a ballad, the burthen of which imports, that if 
they knew their children would not be as great 
robbers as their fathers, they would wriag their 
necks about as ſoon as they were born. 


On the th the King ſet out from Znoym, 
at the head of three battalions, one from the re- 
viment of Swerin, and two from that of 
Trouſches, and matched to [ritz, a large and 
beautiful village, where we {tayed the 1oth. 
This village is none of the ſmalleſt in Moravia; 
it lodged the King with his numerous atten- 
dants, and one of the battalions of Swerin. We 

left there abundance of forage to maintain a bo- 

dy of between fix and eight thouſand men, for 
two or three days, and, beſides this, the place had 
paid a contribution of fourteen hundred florins, 


On the 11th we marched to the borough of 


| Pohrlitz about a quarter of a league from the 


former. Captain Blanckenſee came polt from 
Prince Thierri, to give the King notice of 
the reduction of the town and caſtle of Gœ- 

| ding, 
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ding, which are ſituated on the frontier of Hun- 


gary, about a ſhort league from Scalitz, The 
garriſon, which ſurrendered at diſcretion, con- 


ſiſted of three hundred and fifty men, of the 
new raiſed militia, commanded by a Major, a 


Captain, a Lieutenant, and two Enſigns. 


Blanckenſce added to his report, that the little 


towns of the country were full of ſuch troops, 
and that the Prince would endeavour to carry 
tnem one after another. In the evening we in- 
tercepted more than ſix hundred letters coming 
from Vienna; they were haughty, and expreſſed 
great confidence in the new levies from Hun- 


gary. 


The ſame night arrived Captain Oelſnitz, 
with a circumſtantial relation of the reduction of 
Gcoding ; but there was nothing extraordinary 
in it, except the bad defence made by the be- 
ſieged, who, after having ſtood two diſcharges 
of the cannon, hoiſted a white flag and ſurren- 
dered. This officer ſaid, further, that there 
were behind Scalitz ſome thouſands of Hunga- 
rian foot and horſe; and it was reported there, 
that the old Count Palatine de Palfy was upon 
his march, with ſixty thouſand men ; but that 
the Prince, eee Karge, this advice, would 
go directly to Scalitz, with a view to fight 
Whatever he ſhould find there. 


From Lower Auſtria we learned, that the ene- 
my having burnt all the bridges above and be- 
low Laab, the ſecond battalion of Prince Mau- 
rice of Anhalt, that was cantoned there, run the 
hazard of being intirely cut off from the reſt of the 

army: On which his Majeſty ordered the two 
i battalions 
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by ttalions of Sydow, and about thirty Huſlars, 
to go thither, and diſengage them. 


As we are to ſtay to-day at Pohrlitz, I have 
me to inſert in my letter a very diverting adven- 


ture, which, 1 do not doubt, will give you ſome 
-amuſemenc. Colonel Fouquet, having entered 
Cremſitz with fix companies of grenadiers, 
had placed a ſentry oi the wall, near the 
Houſe of a Prieſt, or Curate, 
Aindiag himſelf much diſturbed by the frequent 
-Fepetition of Qui va la? which the ſentry pro- 
nounced, with a loud voice, every quarter of an 
hour, reſolved to make the ſoldiers weary of this 
poſt, and with this view contrived to maſk him - 
*#lf like a devil; accordingly horns, claws, the 
ſerpent's tail, cloven feet, and the fork were got 
Fady, and our Prieſt, having equipped himfelf 
% his own ſatisfaction, and like a real devil, 


The 


ood man, 


Þ<gan to act his part, by advincing towards the 
ntinel, and, at every ſtep, ſcratching the 


wall with the fork. The grenadier began to 


feel ſome tremors, but did not leave his poſt. 
He ſtopt ſhort, till the devil coming too ncar, 
and preſenting the three points of his fork, cried 


out with a hoarſe voice, Thou ſhalt die by my 
Hand; then the ſoldier 
ns and boldly cocked his muſket. The ſpectre 


got the better of his 


heard the click of this fatal inſtrument, and of 
2 ſudden loſing all confidence in his fork and 
the whole of his apparatus, recoiled, and 
Wanted to fave his honour by a flow retreat, 
The grenadier, on the contrary, having once 
made free with this imaginary devil, follow ed 


him cloſe, and ſaw him enter the houſe of the 
Curate, by a little back door, 
Falled to his aſſiſtance ſome of his companions, 


gr C 


Upon this he 


WO 
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who were not a great way off; and they coming 
readily to his relief, the K was quickly forced 
open, and Belzebub ſeized with all his infernal Mina 
habiliments, before he had time to put them off. 
As ſoon as he was taken, he was conducted to 
the neareſt poſt, whence he was next day tranſ- 
ported to the main-guard, and flogged like a 
oor devil, in the fight of the whole town. 
he Clergy made a great noiſe about this affair ; | 
but the Colonel giving them to underſtand, that | 
the worthleſs Levite had, by this impudent 
maſquerade, inſulted the garriſon, and conſe- 
quently all the King's troops, matters were 
made up in ſuch a manner, that the poor Curate | 
was ſhut up in a Convent to do penance, and 
the Clergy paid a fine of ninety ducats, of 
which each company had fiftcen, to purchaſe |} 
11» them black ſpatterd: ſhes. Every body thought | 
It this adventure very diverting, and the ſoldiers | 
I ſaid to one another, that the devil had taken pains 


to provide them with ſpatterdaſhes, 


i" . V 
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[ii ON the 13th we marched to Selowitz, a large fe 
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at 


and beautiful village belonging to the fa- 
mily of the Great Chancellor Sinzendorff, who S 
died not long ago. The caſtle, where the n 
King lodged with his retinue, and the detach- d: 
ment of his guards, is not as yet finiſhed ; it {till p 
wants half the front of the main building, which 
is oppoſite to the bridge, and one whole wing; 
but the entire front facing the gardens is already 


finiſhed, 
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niſhed, and the other wing is very grand, and 
Nna fine taſte. The caſtle is ſurrounded with four 
paſtions, and a wet ditch of conſiderable depth, 
Z whereby it is ſecured againſt any ſudden attack. 
The garden is very large, with very beautiful 

a alleys, alcoves, groves, baſons, bowling greens, 
n. T plantations of 2 trees, &c. in ſhort, it is a 
r; charming place, and fit to receive a great Prince; 
at Wand it is really a pity, that the ravages of war 
nt ſhould not ſpare ſuch beautiful habitations. 


15 
\ * 4 
* 


re The firſt news we heard at Sclowitz was, that 
te a detachment of Huflars, of the garriſon of 
14 Brunn, had plundered the ſuburbs of Oimutz, 
of and carried off ſome horles and mules belonging 
ſe to the King's ſtables, 


A On the 14th in the afternoon, we heard, on 
4 our & x wing, towards Brunn, ſome cannon 
* MM ibot, followed by a very briſk fire of muſkets. 


We learned the ſame night, and more diſtinctly 
next day, that the Commandant of Brunn had 
= detached almoſt three thouſand men, foot and 
Z horſe, to caxrv off Genera! Count de Trouchſes, 
= who had, but two hours before, taken up his 

quarters at Leſeck, with the firſt battalion of 
bis regiment, Leſeck is but about half a league 
from Brunn, ſo that the enemy had a ve 
good opportunity to be informed of his march, 
ne and the number of his troops, and to fall upon 
him with a ſuperior force. Accordingly they 
1 did attack the battalion with great ſpirit, and, 
| purſuing their laudable cuſtom, ſet fire to the 
four corners of the village, Nevertheleſs the 
General, with the few men he had, ſupported 
their attack for ſix hours together; but the ene- 
my, returning every now and then to the charge, 
| 2 with 
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with freſh troops and even cannon, he ſallied 
out of the village, cut his way t thro them, and? 
took poſt upon an eminence, where they did 
not think proper to follow him; but amuſed 
themſelves with plundering the officers baggage, he 
and taking poſſeſſion of a field- piece, which he ture 
had been obliged to abandon, becauſe the carri- 4 nt. 
age was broken down; but the cannonier had had NM. 
the prudence to nail it up. When night came, the 
the General marched back without difficulty to f aff 
Glapenitz, where the ſecond battalion of his 
regiment was quartered, The Auſtrians left 
two hundred dead on the field, and carried with or 
them a vaſt number of woulda: : on our fide, ve 
the General was wounded in the left arm and k. 
in the thigh, the Lieutenant Colonel Marquis v 
of Varenne, in the right foot; Major Roſe, and p 
ten officers more, had the ſame fate, and 2 
Captain Kalckreut, one of the number, died 

of his wounds. We had, in all, thirteen ſol-⸗ 
diers killed and twenty {1x wounded, 4 


a 
= 


On the ſame 14th, Colonel Blanckenſee, of 9 
the regiment of Sydow, reported, that he had 
ſucceeded in diſengaging the battalion of Prince 
Maurice's regiment, which was ſhut up in Laab. 
He had met, on his march, with twelve hun- 
dred Huſſars and a great number. of armed pea- 
ſants; but having killed about fifty of them, 
and diſperſed the reſt, he got to Laab, reſcued 
the battalion, and returned without interruption. | 
In this little ſkirmith we had an officer and 
twelve ſoldiers wounded, but none Killed. 


On the 15th in the morning, Prince Thierri 
ſent notice to the King, that he had diſlodged | 
the enemy at Scalitz, and made himſelf maſter | 


of 
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lic! t a ſmall magazine there. There were in Sca- 
and Fitz only about two thouſand Hungarians, who 
did gyvould not engage, ſo that he made but one pri- 
uſed ſoner, and killed about a dozen of fugitives ; 
zage, She added, that not being in condition to ven- 

he ture further, he was returning to Moravia, and 
arri- intended to march through Ungariſch-Brod to 
had MNeſeritz, to diſperſe and deftroy the peaſants of 
une, the mountains, and the Hungarians, who were 
115 aſſembled there. 
his 

left On the 16th and 17th we were pretty quiet, 
vith only the patrolls of the enemy's huflars came 
ide, very near our general quarters at Selowitz, We 
and knew theſe patrolls came from Nicolſbourg, 


quis whereof a large detachmert of theirs had taken 
and poſſeſſion, immediately after our departure from 
arid Znoym. 
ed | | 
ſol. In the evening of the 17th, Captain Oelſnitz 
arrived from Prince 'I'hiern. He reported, that 
that Prince arrived the 16th, towards evening, 
of at Ungariſch-Brod ; that the garriſon had de- 
nad manded a capitulation, and, while the articles 
nce of it were drawing up, they had pulled up the 
ab. palliſades, on the other fide of the town, in or- 
in- der to make their eſcape; that the Prince, having 
ea- notice thereof, had detached a party of horſe, 
m, and purſued them himſelf ſo briſkly, that he had 
1ed come up with them, and made more than two 
On, BY hundred of their foot and about thirty huſſars 
nd priſoners; that the greateſt part of them had 


their purſes well lined; that he had taken the 
baggage of the Count d' Erdœdi, who was to 


Tri} havec ommanded in theſe parts; and that, final- 
ed ly, the Prince was Seer towards Meſeritz, 
ter and along the frontiers of 


ungary, to diſperſe 
ü or 


of A 5 
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or put to the ſword all that ſhould fall into hi 
hands, 


i 
* 
4 
4 


On the 18th, 19th, and 2oth no great matte 
happened; but we found, very ſoon after, that Ge 
neral Rothe, at that time Commandant of Brun Hare 
endeavoured to prevent, as long as he coul % b 
the blockade of that town: for he had begu tan 
to burn the villages that were neareſt to it, an Mac 
was proceeding further as the Saxons approach. 
ed; which they did from the 24th to the 29th 5 
and conſequently more ſlowly than the King hat g 
commanded. We ſaw every evening ſome ha not 
bitations in flames, and, from that time to this, #thr 
have reckoned fifteen country towns and villages, tel 
which the enemy had. themſelves reduced t en 
aſhes. | ca 

They intended to play the ſame game in the 8 
King's quarters: for we found, in ſeveral barns tc 
and houſes, matches that had been dipped in n 
brimſtone, and other implements for communi- 
cating fire, On the 27th alſo we intercepted a2 
letter from Brunn to one of the inhabitants of 
Selowitz, wherein the latter was exhorted to 
be of good courage, becauſe in four or five 
days the Auſtrians would come and drive us 
away. 9 


<< 


0 
t 
1 


In conſequence of theſe diſcoveries, all neceſ- 
ſary precautions were taken to give them a very 
good reception. And the gentlemen being, 
without doubt, informed of this, have not as 
yet had the courage to try the experiment; 
mean time our parties, and among the reſt the 
Saxon Uhlans, have exerciſed themſ. lves very i 


well upon the Auſtrian Huſſars, beat them in ſe- 
veral 


4 
tn 
va! 
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ral engagements, and taken priſoner Captain 
Bebouche, the beſt of their partiſans, 


On the other hand, Lieutenant Colonel 
Ffoug, of the Saxon regiment of Rachenberg, 
Warching with two ſquadrons, ſuffered himſelf 
Jo be ſurprized in a defile, where he loſt his 
ſtandards, almoſt all his men, and was alſo 
made priſoner himſelf, 


Fou will probably wiſh, Sir, that I would 
give an exact deſcription of Brunn; but that is 
not in my power, as I have only ſeen the place 
through a good teleſcope. I ſhall, however, 
tell you, that the town ſtands at the foot of an 
Weminence, and is tolerably well fortified. The 
caſtle of Spielberg, which is built on the top of 
this eminence, ſtands there; as it were, on the 
top of a mole-hill, and abſolutely commands the 
town and the neighbouring places. It com- 
A municates with the town by a paſſage covered 

with a ſtone wall, which Pe Back 7 along the fide 
of the hill, and is defended by a ſquare fort in 
the middle. The caſtle is very ſtrong, both by 
its works and its ſituation. The former were 
=> ſometime ago enfiladed by an eminence in the 
2 neighbourhood, called Ae 3 but the 
Commandant, with immenſe labour, cauſed the 
top of it to be levelled, and that great work was 
= compleated but a little before our arrival. Be 
not ſurprized to hear me conſtantly quoting 
the Commandant, for it is he that in reality 
does every thing, and the Governor, Baron de 
Sehr, who is near fourſcore years old, is only 
there, if I may ſay ſo, to ihew it. 


During 
C 4 : 
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During our abode at Selowitz, the King the 
cauſed to be diſtributed to the infantry, cavalry, ful 
and Huſfars, general inſtructions in caſe of 2 


15 
2 


battle. 1 ſhall take care to communicate them 

to you in a particular letter, at the end of this mo 

Journal, it 1 have health and time enough to fro 

tiniſh it. Br 

Selowitz, March 29, I am, &c. 
1742. 
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PR INCE Thierri returned from his expe- * 
dition on the zoth. In his march along the x 
frontiers of Hungary he had entirely diſperſed BR ? 
the Hungarians and Vallachians, killed a great © 
many of them, and taken ten officers, five hun- 
dred and ninety ſix ſubaltern and private ſoldiers, 7 
and twenty four pieces of cannon. 


That ſame day, the Chevalier de Saxe, and 
the Generals Renard and Birckholtz, arrived at 
the King's quarters. They complained, as they 
had often done ſince a certain time, that the 
were in want of ſubſiſtance, and that on this 
2ccount, and becauſe of the diſtempers that 
weakened thcir army, they were not in condi- 
tion to act in ca ot a battle, or any other ope- 
ration of importance. 


The King ſupplied them with money, and 
aſſigned them quarters in the upper circle of 
Olmutz, that they might draw proviſions from 
thence. But this remedy proved only a pe lliative, 
and it was very evident, that for want of large 
artillery, and perhaps for want of good will, 

| the 
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ding the regular ſiege of Brunn, which was doubt- 
walk ful before, became now altogether impoſlible, 

Or 28 | | 
nem Theſe circumſtances appearing more and 
this more evident, and, on the other hand, advices 
h to from Bohemia importing, that Monſieur de 
* Broglio was in danger of being oppreſſed by the 
Aus: as the body under the command of 
Prince Charles, together with that of Prince 
Lobkowitz, ſeemed determined to march againſt 
= him; his Majeſty reſolved to march to the re- 
lief of Bohemia. And he was the more fully 
determined to this meaſure, as the French army 
was much weakened by the large detachment 
that had been ſent to beſiege Egra. Beſides this, 
it was ſaid, that General Bærenclau, with a | 
conſiderable body from Count Kevenhuller's | 


-at 
n- army, was to force his way into the Palatinate, 
8, and put the Marſhal de Broglio between two 


fires; which would oblige that General, with 
the detachment at Egra, to fall back to Prague, 
or ſuffer themſelves to be beat one after the 


at other. | 
» | The King having ſeriouſly conſidered all 
is theſe reaſons, an having formed his reſolution, 


moved his quarters from Selowitz, on the fifth 
of April, and, with an eſcort of ten hunters and 
fifty Huſſars, marched directly to Wiſchau, in 
ſpight of the enemy's armies which. were ſcour- 
ing the country. | | | 


'The Saxons marched' at the ſame time to- 
wards Bohemia, by the neareſt paſſages oven the 
mountains, and our battalions. and ſquadrons,, 
that were furtheſt advanced towards. Auſtria, 
had orders to fall back towards the neigh-- or 
C 5 bourhood 
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bourhood of Wiſchau, and wait for furthe- 


orders. | 


I muſt acquaint you, Sir, by 7 of paren- 
oravia, the 
regiments were to lay the country entirely waſte, 


theſis, that, en marching out of 


in order to deprive the enemy of ſubſiſtence, in 
* caſe heſhould think of eſtablithing himſelf there; 
and that his-Majeſty left in that country Prince 
Thierri, with a body of troops, with a view, 


firſt, to cover our march; ſecondly, to ſecure a 


paſſage from Olmutz, Wiſchau, and Cremſitz, 


for the 8 intended for a body of obſer- 
roppau; and thirdly, to guard for | 


vation at 
the future the frontiers of the two Sileſias. 


In the mean time the King matched on the 


th to Proſtnitz, where he was joined by his 
heather. Prince William, the Margrave Charles, 
and Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, His Ma- 
jeſty ſtaid there on the 8th, and on the gth came 
to Lis, where he found two battalions of his 
guards, who had been in winter quarters at 

Imutz. We had advice this day, that the 
battalion of Kleiſt's grenadiers was, in a man- 
ner, blockaded by the Hungarians at Gœding. 
A few hours after we were informed, that the 
ſaid battalion had evacuated the place, and 
boldly ſet out upon their march ; and that the 
Hungarians, very well pleaſed to find them 

one, had not given themſelves the trouble to 
Aiturb them. 


On the 10th we continued our march towards 
Bohemia by Mouglitz, forming, with the two 


battalions of the guards, the head of the firſt 


column, 
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column, which was very ſoon to be followed 
dy the ſecond. . 


the An officer from Prince Thierri came to 
> Mouglitz, to acquaint the King, that General 
Selchow, with four battalions, was beſieged in | 
mag > Aufterlitz, by four thouſand Auſtrians, conſiſt- | 
ing of eight hundred horſe, twelve hundred Huſ- 
ſars, and two thouſand Hungarian foot; and 
that the Prince was afiembling all the troops he 
could get together, to go to his aſſiſtance. His 
Majeſty ſent thither S Blanckenſee, to 
gain more certain accounts of the matter, and | 
on the 11th continued his march to Mzriſch- | 
Tribau. At that place a courier came, in the | 
evening, with an account, that the regiment 
of Mcollendorff dragoons, marching over the | 
hills of Auſterlitz, had diſcovered two thouſand | 
of the enemy's horſe on the plain ; that Major ö 
General M:x}lendorff immediately formed his | 
regiment on the fide of a hill, ordered two hun- | 
dred of his dragoons to diſmount, and poſt 
thernſelves in the hollow ways, to ſecure his | 
flanks, and in that diſpoſition waited for the 
enemy; that the Auſtrians, having formed at 
the ſame time, had come up on the gallop and 
attacked them with frightful ſhouts ; but having 
xeceived the fire of the dragoons concealed in the 
hollow ways, their ſquadrons fell into confuſion ; 
and that our's, taking dvantage of their diſorder, 
had attacked them in their turn, put them to 
flight, and purſued them cloſe ſword in hand; 
that they had killed about for'y, and made up- 
wards of twenty priſoners. That the Auſtrians 
had given themſelves the air of rallying again, 
and returning to the charge; but upon General 
*Z Selchow's marching with ſpetd from Auſterlitz, 
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and diſcharging ſome cannon upon them, they 
had intirely abandoned that deſign, and made 
off without looking behind them, or diſturbing 


our baggage, which was moving forward with 
a very indifferent guard. 


Captain Blanckenfee arrived on the 12th with 
a conſirmation of this news; and, among other 
circumſtances, related, that the enemy, after the 
evacuation of Auſterlitz, was returned, to the 
number of fix thouſand men, and that Prince 
Thieiri Was pr. paring to put a ſtop to their 
progreſs. 


Upon this information, which was very ſoon 
confirmed, his Majeſty reſolved to leave our 
fecond column in Moravia, to cnable the Prince 
to make a vigorous effort, in caſe the enem 
ſaould come to attac.. him with any confiderable 
torce, 


On the 13th we marched to Zwittaw, over 
the hill of ochenhengſt. The pallage over this 
mountain is very ſteep, but not ſo impractica- 
ble as it has been repreſented ; becauſe the can- 
non can be drawn round the ſides of it, with all 
the carriages belonging to an army. 


On the 14th we marched from Zwittaw to 
Leitſmirl, a very pretty little village, belonging 
to the Count de Trautmannſdort. There we 
reited on the 15th. On the 16th we proceeded 
t Hoen-Mauth ; where the King had advice, 
that the rear-guard of the Saxons had been at- 
facked by a detachment from the garriſon of 
Erunn, and that four companies of the Count 
de Koſell's regiment, commanded by Colonel 
n 1 Sedenz, 


4e 
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'Y gedenz, had been entirely cut to pieces, except 


he Colonel and nine private men, who, after 
4 | gallant reſiſtance, ſurrendered priſoners of war, 
TJ hey alſo loſt four pieces of cannon. General 
Jaſmound, who was marching to their relief, 
Fame too late. But becaule the peaſants had 
Fred upon him, and he underſtood that they had 
Zafliſted in the maſſacre of the Saxons, together 
with their wives and children, he made repriſals 
on them, and extirpated all the inhabitants, 


: 


1 ithout diſtinction of age or ſex. 


On the 17th we arrived at Chroudim, after a 
very expeditious march of three long leagues. 
Prince Leopold was already arrived at that place 
from Kœnigſgratz, and immediately upon his 
arrival had given the King an account of the 
ſtate of the troops in Bohemia. A little after 
dinner a Jew came, and gave notice, that a large 
body of the enemy's troops had been ſeen filing 
off towards Czaſlau: but proper perſons having 
been ſent to obſerve them, it was found to be 
only a party of three or four hundred horſe, 

= that had carried off ſome flower, which the Sax- 


ons had amaſſed in the winter time, and ſome 


E thouſands of florins in caſh, belonging to the 
land tax. This detachment had immediately 
# marched back to Teuiſchbrod, the place it came 


from. | 


Chroudim, the Capital of the Circle of the 


I : ſame name, is a village of moderate ſize, ill 
built, and not well ſituated, tho” it ſtands on a 


© ſpot of ground very beautiful and fruitful. The 


little river of Chroudimka waſhes the foot of its 
walls; and there is nothing elſe remarkable a- 


bout it, but a very handſome church, whey 
ey 
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curſion, which was an exceeding dangerous one, 


they worſhip a miraculous image of our Lord 


This image is a head admirably well painted b&&Y * 
Lucas Kranach. It's miracles began in th bog. 
time of the Thirty years war. Some Swediſh lads 
ſoldiers having carried it away from Chroudim * 
and not agreeing among themſelves who ſhould yet 
have it, — to play at dice for it; fortune ack 
was ſo irreſolute, that 5 playing ſeveral houn 2 
none of them could win it ; therefore, in grea _ 
rage, they reſolved to cut it in pieces; but " h s 
the firſt cut given it with a knife, the picture 00 
bled. This inſpired them with ſuch terror, that 8 = 
they ran away and left it, and it was afterwards 
reſtored to its own church, where it is to be 
ſeen with its bloody wounds in the face, and a -. 


multitude of offerings, which thoſe who have th 
been benefited by its miracles have brought 
from all quarters. I 


| of 

Chroudim, April 0 
18, 1742. I am, &c. - 

| E 

If 
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TH E Saxons have, at laſt, entirely ſeparated ; 
| from us, and are going into quarters of re- 
freſhment, in the Circle of Leutmeritz. It is 


not known when, or if at all, they will appear 
on the ſtage again. | 


On the 19th Captain Sydow, who had been 
fent to Prince Thierri, returned from his ex- 


on account of the many parties of peafants and 
Croats, that infeſted the road dy which we had 
entered Bohemia, He reported, that Major Bre- 
dow, of the Gens d'armes, being cantoned in a 


village 
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Fillage with three ſquadrons, had been attacked 
py 75 hundred Auſtrians, conſiſting of cuiraſ- 
ſiers, dragoons, and Huſſars; that the Major, at 
firſt, kept them at a diſtance by the fire of his 
carabineers and foot picquets; and that having 
by this means gained time enough for two of 
his ſquadrons to mount their horſes, he ſallied 
out upon them ſuddenly, killed ſome of their 
men, and diſperſed the reſt, He reported fur- 
= ther, that the Auſtrians were increaſing daily 


ture in the neigbourhood of Wiſchau, and it was 
that ſaid, that Prince Charles's whole army was 
ards there. 
. On the 2oth in the morning an officer ar- 
vel rived from Prince Thierri, with accounts, that 
Mo the Prince, being informed by a ſpy, thata large 
SUE body of horſe and foot were poſted on this fide 


of Proſtnitz, had aſſembled all the troops he 
could, and marched againſt him; that the 
Prince had gone before with two ſquadrons of 
Huſſars, and five hundred Saxon Uhlans, very. 
lately arrived from Poland; that his eſcort had 
at firſt been repulſed by the enemy's Huſſars; 
but that he having repulſed them in his turn, 


| and ſkirmiſhed with them for ſome time, the 
— reſt of his troops had come up to his aſſiſtance. 
6 Upon this, having drawn up his men in two 
1 lines, he had marched up to the enemy with 

drums beating and colours flying ; the latter, 
2 being between eight and ten thouſand ſtrong, 


ſeemed for ſome time determined to ſtand his 
8 ground, but wheel.d about towards Proſtnita 
4 when ours were within two hundred paces of 
4 him, and the Prince, having halted a little on 
mme ground which the enemy had abandoned, 
4 ordered his regiments to return to their quarters” 
e 95 i mnmear 


pearing, and their miſery increaſing every day, 
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near Olmutz, ſo as to be in readineſs to reaſ- 
femble on the firſt ſignal. | | 3 


On the 21ſt towards evening, a courier came 
to the Marquis de Valory, Envoy from the 
Court of rance, with the news of the reddi- 
tion of Egra. The garriſon, conſiſting of two u 
battalions of regular foot, had capitulated Neu 
thirteen days after. the firſt opening of the but 
trenches, The beſiegers, conſiſting of four bat- 7 vell 
talions of foot, and the regiment of Armenon- pall 
ville dragoons, loft in that expediti n an hun- 
dred and eighty private men, and an officer of 
the artillery, who was very much regretted, 
About this time we learned by deſerters from the 
Citadel of Glatz, that that fortreſs would ve 
ſoon be obliged to ſurrender: that the Com- 
mandant had given the garriſon hopes of relief 
about the 20th of April; but no ſuch relief ap- 


they would probably force him to capitulate ; 
and this was the more _ to Happen, as 
there were great miſunderſtandings among the 
officers, eſpecially between Mr. de Fontenelle 
and the Lieutenant Colonel, Count de Grun. 


On the 22d the King had advice, that the 
inhabitants of the mountains of Glatz, between 
Sileſia and Bohemia, began to be ſuſpected, 
and the road on that ſide to be very unſafe. 
For this reaſon his Majeſty ſent thither Major 
General Greſchow, and Colonel Winterfeld, 
his Aid de Camp Genc ral, to take proper mea- 
ſures for repreſſing theſe robbers. 


On the 234 the ſame General Greſchow wrote 
the King, that he was ſolicited. to treat with the, 
14 5 Commandant 
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ear. Commandant of the citadel of Glatz; and 
thercupon had immediately ſent the Colonel 
Count de Haack, to draw up the capitulation. 
)n the 24th arrived Captain Brounikowſky of 
he Huſlars belonging to our army in Moravia. 


ame 
the 


di- He had been obliged to fetch a large compaſs, 
two in coming from Olmutz, by Jægerndorff, 
ted Neus and Glatz; whereas, it would have been 


the but a very ſhort journey, if he could have tra- 
at- velled by Zwittaw, Leſtomirl, &c. but all theſe 
»n- palles were guarded by the militia of 1 
in- conſiſting both of foot and horſe, and by the 
of © peaſants of theſe cantons, who were con antly 
d. in arms, and very much inclined to that ſort of 
he pilfering war. Accordingly they had carried off 


ſome of our people, who travelled alone on this 
road, believing it to beſafe, and, among others, 


ry 


n 


ef Lieutenant Signoret, an Engineer, who had 
p. been ſent to the mountain of Schoenhengſt to 
7 make it more pract cable. Captain Brounikow- 


# ſky reported, that Prince -Thierri was endea- 
3s vouring to carry off the little magazines of Ol- 
e mut and Sternberg; that he was actually con- 
e veying them to Troppau; and after ſending 
thither the ſick of our army, and thoſe of the 
Saxons alſo, he would, according to bis Majeſ- 
ty's orders, fall back to that place: That it was 
true, the Prince was ſtill in condition to make 
head againſt the enemy; but, ſubſiſtence begin- 
= ning to fail, in conſequence of tranſporting 
the magazines, and the forces of the Auſtrians 
encreaſing, he had it very little in his power to 
execute nat was contained in his inſtructions ; 
and therefore was making the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for a good and honourable retreat : And 
that Colonel de la Motte Fouquet, notwith- 
ſtanding the enemy's parties ſpread quite round 
„ his 
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his quarters, greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf by thi U 
retreat he had made from Kremſitz, with hi"! 
ſix companies of grenadiers. I ſhall give you 1 c 
the particulars of this little expedition; for it i — 
worth your while to be thoroughly acquainted {ant 
with it. = m_ 


The Colonel with his garriſon was ſo cloſely ſol 
hemmed in by the Auſtrians, that out of ſix or- ſca! 
ders the Prince had ſent him, he received but dre 
one; and the Prince, having no accounts from his 
the Colonel, had already made the neceſlary ) W 
diſpoſitions to go and diſengage him, when he T 
ſaved himſelf and his men by his own ingenuity, # di 
and a ſcheme as prudently concerted- as ſuc- 
ceſsfully executed. He moved his quarters 2 eh 
in the morning, cauſed his baggage to file off 
between his van-guard and his main body, and 
marched himſelf in the rear, that he might not 
be out of the way in caſe of a purſuit. He had D 
morever the precaution to fetch a little compals | { 
on this ſide the Morava, and having broken 
down the bridges, he flattered himſelf, the | 
enemy would not be able to paſs it, at leaſt, 
for ſome time, becaule it was at that time very 
high. But the Huſſars ſwam over it, and kept 7 
conſtantly about him, throughout the whole 
march, attacking him ſometimes in the front, 
and ſometimes in the rear. It was therefore 
with great difficulty he could get paſt the vil- 
lages and defiles that were in his way; but at 
laft, when he came near to Kokar, through 
which he was neceſſitated to march, he had no- 
tice ſent him from his van-guard, that the ene- 7 
my's whole army ſeemed to be about that 


borough. 
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y the Upon this, he ordered his van to halt on the 
i hi eminences of Kokar, and, having quickly joined 
youll it, ſaw, with his own eyes, twelve hundred 
it i Huſlars, ſome horſe, and a vaſt number of pea- 


nted fants, guarding both ſides of the wr, through 
ZZ which he could not avoid paſſing. He did not 
= loſe a moment, but immediately formed his re- 


fſely 7 ſolution. He encouraged his little army, which 
or. ſcarce amounted to four hundred and fifty men; 


but drew them up in a kind of a long ſquare, ranged 


rom his baggage-waggons on the two flanks, and, 
lary ras, about, marched directly to the enemy. 
he This reſolute air, and good diſpoſition, quite 
ity, diſconcerted the Auſtrians ; yet they ſtood their 
uc- ground, till his cannon had ſaluted them twice; 
irly then indeed they retired without the reach of his 
off guns, and took poſt behind his little ſquare; 
ind but ſtill, as has been obſerved, without the 


10t reach of his cannon, It is reported that General 
ad Nadaſty, who commanded this detachment, 


aſs fecing the bravery of our men, ſwore a great 
cn & oath, and proteſted, that he would never ſuffer 
he F Himſelf to be detached againſt the Pruſſians, 
ſt, witnout infantry and cannon, The Colonel, 
ry 7 however, without amuſing himſelf further with 
pt them, ordered ſome platoons to take poſſeſſion of 
le two eminences, at the two avenues of Kokar, 
t, to keep the enemy from ſetting fire to it; he then 


e marched his van-guard through the borough, 
made his baggage-waggons follow, two a- breaſt, 
> -as faſt as poſſible; and, having obſerved the 
ſame method with the platoons of his main body, 
he followed, at a ſlow pace, with the rear-guard, 
while the platoons detached to the right and 
left marched round the place, through the gat- 
dens and hollow ways. | 


* _ 
| % General 
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General Nadaſty obſerved this diſpoſition WW 


from the eminences on which he was poſted; 


but ſeing no means of hurting them, he con- h 
tented himſelf with admiring the Colonel's con- 


duct, and left him to proſecute his march quietly. 3 
Accordingly he arrived, without lots, and con- 
trary to every one's expectation, at Wilſternitz, 
in the way to Sternberg, for which place he 
ſet out the next day. 4 


Chroudim, April 


25, 1742. I am, Nee. 


LET TER VI. 


Concluded my laſt letter with the beautiful 

retreat of an officer of infantry; and ſhall Þ 
begin this with a ſimilar, or rather more critical 
ſituation, out of which Baron Cannenberg, 
Colonel of a regiment of dragoons, extricated 
himſelf, greatly to his honour and glory. 


Four ſquadrons of that regiment were at Foul- 


neck, the fifth at Graatz, and the Colonel, 


having had leave to paſs the winter at his own | 
eſtate, ſet out to join his regiment on the 18th 
of April, When he came to Graatz, he found 
there an eſcort of forty dragoons, which Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Schack had ſent in country wag- 


gons to meet him; and he further learned, that 


the three leagues, which he had further to 
march, lay through a mountainous country, co- 
vered with very thick woods, which obliged 
him to ſet out on foot, and leave the waggons 
.to follow him. Having got through this danger- 
dodus paſs, without any accident, he diſcovered 
the town of Foulneck, attacked on all fides by 
a regi- 


et 
dr. 
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Ba regiment of Huſlars, a thouſand Hungarian 
; Whorſe, and more than a thouſand foot: So that 
he had no choice but to march up directly, and 
attack them, not doubting but Lieutenant 


Colonel Schack, ſeeing him preſſed, would 
come immediately to his relief. As foon a; the 


{4 enemy's horſe perceived him, they marched 


againſt him, and he, on his ſide, made haſte to 

et poſſeſſion of an eminence, on which he 
1 up his little troop, and made a rampart of 
the waggons which had been uſed by his eſcort. 
As all this paſl.d in the ſight of the town, e 
was not long expoſed to the different attacks of 
all that cavalry; for Lieutenant Colonel Schack 
immediately fallied out and diſengaged him. But 
ſcarce had they marched into t..e town, when 
the place was attacked a-new, an] that attack 
continued the remaining part of the day, and 
the whole night following. In this extremity, 
the Colonel, conſidering that the enemy was 
maſter of the country, the garriſon in want of 
proviſions and forage, and that he had no order 
to preſerve the place, reſolved to cut his way 
through the beſiegers, and accordingly fell up- 
on them next morning at the head of his ſqua- 
drons. The enemy, ſurprized ac this vigorous 
attack, abandoned a ſmall eminence, on which 
he drew up his men, ſent for his baggage, and 
called in all his poſts. When i is whole regi- 
ment was aſſembled, he began his march; but 


the road by which he came being impracticable, 


and the enemy having gone before to diſpute the 


defiles with him, he was obliged to chuſe ano- 


ther way, which was indeed furcher about, but 
tels encumbered ; excepting one defile, which 
was extremely bad, near a place called Wig- 


fledel or Wirſledal, through which he muſt ne- 
 celtarily 
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could fee no other expedient, but to take ad- 


ceſſarily paſs. By this means the enemy was in 
ſome meaſure deceived, and he had time to cauſe 
his baggage to file off by the fide of his vanguard, 
and follow himſelf at the head of his ſqu..drons, | 
But ſcarce had he put the whole in motion after 
this manner, when the Hungarian foot attack- 
ed his flariks from a wood, and at the ſame time 
their cavalry fell upon his vanguard : So that he 


vantage of the firſt proper ſpot of ground that . 
ſhould offer, to form his men into a ſquare. He 
had alſo the precaution to cauſe twenty four of i: 
his dragoons to diſmount, who, as often as the 
enemy came up to attack him, advanced within 
muſket ſhot, and as ſoon as they had given their 
fire, to good purpoſe, the Colonel came up with 
two ſquadrons to ſupport them, which never 
failed to put the enemy into diſorder. By this 
means he ſtood their continual attacks all the 
reſt of that day; and when night came on, he 
covered his flanks and rear with his baggage- 
waggons, and having made one more of his 
ſquadrons diſmount, kept only two on horſe- 
back to defend his front, and to be ready in any 
other caſe of need. He moreoyer ordered the 
largeſt waggons to advance towards the corners 
of his ſquare, at the diſtance of fifty or ſixty t 
paces, and poſted behind each of them ſeven or t 
eight men, who ſtopped the fury of the enemy's | | 
attacks, and prevented ſurprizes. Meanwhile  ; 
his men, as well as the horſes, had had no ſub- | 
ſiſtance for forty hours paſt ; his, gunpowder was 
already quite ſpent; they had ftill two leagues 
to march, and a village to paſs through, which 
was poſſeſſed by Hungarian foot. The only 
reſource he had, was to make the ſtate of his at- 
fairs known to Major General de Moulin, who 
commanded 
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mmanded at Troppau; and Lieutenant Blanck- 
ſee very generouſly offered to undertake this 
ngerous commiſſion. The Colonel, for this 
urpoſe, gave him the beſt horſe he had; and 


Po' the enemy ſoon obliged him to turn back, 
Ye was not diſcouraged, but ventured a ſecond 
me, and got ſafe to the place of his deſtination, 
However, the Colonel could not know whether 
e had ſucceeded, or been taken by the way; 
Ind the return of day-light diſcovered to him 
*diz diſtreſſed ſituation, which, it may be ſaid, 
as growing worſe and worſe every moment, 
Por this reaſon, he choſe rather to reſume his 
march, than to ſuffer himſelf to be conſumed, 
As it were, by a ſlow fire, He ordered his van- 


guard, conſiſting of fourſcore foot, to march 


with their bayonets fixed. Theſe were fol- 


lowed by the baggage with two ſquadrons of 


horſe; and the whole proceſſion cloſed by a rear- 
&zuard of fixty horſe and thirty foot. When 
[they got near the village, the vanguard was di- 


vided into two bodies, each conſiſting of fort 


men, who were to march down the hills on the 
= two ſides of the village, to drive away the foot 
= v-ho had taken poſt behind and within the 
2 houſes, and thereby to procure a ſafe paſſage for 


the main body. "Lhe rear-guard, on the con- 
trary, as they filed through the large ſtreet in 
the middle of the village, were to poſt thirty 
foot in the houſes on the right and left, to ſtop 


the enemy's horſe, and prevent their ſetting fire 


to the place. All this was punctually execut- 
ed, but not without blows : After which theſe 
thirty foot and the ſixty horſemen retreated 
with great addreſs to the main body, gradually 
as it advanced, and immediatcly after it got 
clear of this dangerous place, When the Co- 

lonel 
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lone] had aſſembled all his men at the othe t mu 
end of the village, the enemy left him, wirrerec 
delign, no doubt, to get before hm, and har, to 
raſs him at other ſuch dangerous paſſes; but he diſp 
had icarcely marched an hour longer, when hen 

heard the report of two cannon, which was the 
ſignal of the ſuccours coming from Troppau. 
Upon this he halted till they ſhould arrive, and} 
the enemy, having loſt all hope, and being quite 
fatigued, difappearcd in a moment, and never 
ventured to come in fight again. 


It muſt here he obſerved, that Prince Thi: rri, 
having information of the encmy's deftign, had 
ſent three officers to Foulneck, with orders for 
the garriſon to retire to I roppau ; but they were Won, 
all taken by the way, and the laſt of them on 
the very day that the four ſquadrons left that 
place; ſo that having been preſe. t at all the 
attac.s, he ſaw with his own eyes that the ene- 
my loſt in that expedition eighty two of their in- 
fantry, and ſixty of their horſe. Our's loſt r 
only, in the whole, twenty-one men, and fifty- 
nine horſes. 'T he Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, 
and all the officers in general, diſtinguiſhed bw. 
themſelves greatly cn this occaſion; and the re- ; ver 
giment moſt effectually wiped away the ſtain it 
had contracted at the battle of Mollwitz. 


On the 26th arrived the Field Marſhal 
Reigning Prince of Anhalt-Deſſau. He is to 
command the troops in Sileſia, who, when to- 
gether, will make a beautiful army, as you may 


ſce by the order of battle here following: 


Infantry 16 battalions. 
Cavalry 30 ſquadrons. 


Huſlars and Uhlans 30 ſquadrons, 


It 
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t muſt be obſerved, that this Prince was im- 
vii vered to augment his army, in caſe of neceſ- 
nar. to twenty thouſand men, with the battali- 
t hei diſperſed in the ſeveral garriſons. 

| hi 
the re day before the Field Marſhal ſet out, an 
au, cer arrived from Sileſia, with the agreeable 
andes, that Prince Thierri had moſt happily car- 
lite Wd his project into execution: that his march, 
ver ſhheed, was very fatiguing, but he had reached 
Poppau with his army, notwithſtanding the ob- 
| MWuctions and difficulties, which the ſeaſon of 
ri, Ie year, the badneſs of the roads, and the ene- 
ad Sy had thrown in his way. Here follow the 
for Articulars of this retreat, which you may depend 
re pon, as I had them from the mouth of Lieute- 
on ant Colonel Boudenbrouck, the King's Aid de 
= amp, who was there in perlon. 

16 

e- WF The corps, which appeared on the 19th be- 
n= green Proſtnitz and Olmutz, was the vanguard 
Prince Charles's army, which was ſaid to be 
hirty thouſand ſtrong, and actually prefented it- 
lt the 21ſt on the eminences of the laſt mentioned 


> 


1 _— F 
pon, near the road to Oliſchau, but in the 


ening retired, and reſumed its poſt beyond the 


it 0 ttle river of Hanna. Prince Thierri, on his 
ide, imagining it would return the next day, 


the 


— 


made the neceſſary diſpoſitions for giving it a 


o | 


or the army, conſiſting of ſixteen battalions and 
thirty ſquadrons, followed by break of day, after 
they had broken down 2 bridges, and {hut up 


che 
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the gates on the ſide next the enemy. The ea- 
valry marched before, and the infantry having 
paſſed the laſt bridge, on this ſide of the town, 
demoliſhed it likewiſe, and marched in two co- 
lumns on the two fides of the great cauſeway, 
commonly called the Imperial Way. They had 
ſcarce broken down this laſt beldas, when the 
roofs of the houſes of the town ſeemed, as it were, 
to blow up, the citizens having thought proper 
to expreſs their wiſhes of a good journey to the 
army, b N a prodigious number of ſhot at 
them. The fire was ſmart; but their hurry, 
and the diſtance they were at, rendered it alto- 
gether ineffectual, Our men continued their 
march with a ſlow pace, and without noiſe, the 
cavalry making the _—_— in the plains, under 
the conduct of Major General de Naſſau, and 
the infantry, in their turn, when defiles, onother 
obſtructions, made that meaſure neceſſary. B 
this nieans they arrived in good health at Stern- 
berg on the 23d. 


On the 24th they marched to Berend, or 
Buhrn, over clayey ground, and with very bad 
weather: they met with no diſturbance from 
the enemy all that day; but the next, that is 
the 25th, the baggage, that had been ſent before, 
was attacked, as it paſſed the bridge on the Mo- 
rava, near the village called Heidepliz, by two 
thouſand Huſſars, who, under cover of the woods 
and mountains, had got, i r e into the 
neighbourhood of Leſna, or Leſchna; and here 
happened the little affair, which the Auſtrians 
would have to be conſidered as a great advantage 
on their ſide. Our whole loſs, after all, conſiſted 
only of thirty odd baggage waggons, and an 
hundred men, moſt part of them ſick, who, 

| though 


2 
W. 
Ee 
IY 
"4 
7 
OY 
2 
g's, 
C ks 
5 
EF, 
24 
U. 4 
; 
5 
2 
bd Þ 
A 


ec ov A 


„ A MO po Hon, Woes wh Kerr 0 ow 


* 2 a 4 i Wo ren, + fs. 7,44 _ 
" 55 . xx he 
3 RE WOE * n —̃ — 


LETTER VII. 51 


though far from being able to make any reſiſtance, 
were put to the ſword without mercy, or car- 
ried away priſoners. As ſoon as the van of our 
army appeared, the Huſſars took to their heels, 
and left us to take quarters peaceably in the 
neighbourhood of Leſna, whence the army con- 
tinued its march on the 26th to Troppau, and 
eſtabliſhed its quarters there, 


I leave you to judge, and ſubmit to your de- 
ciſion, whether the Auſtrians have any reaſon to 
boaſt of their atchievements on this occaſion, or, 
if we have not rather a right to value ourſelves 
upon ſuch a noble retreat, made in the preſence 
of an enemy, who, beſides the ſuperiority of his 
numbers, had the advantage of knowing the in- 
habitants of the country to be in its intereſt, 
Moreover, it is by no means true, that we aban- 
doned our magazines at Olmutz ; the whole of 
them was either eat up, or tranſported, and we 
left not ſo much as proviſion for the horſes of one 
ſingle carriage. You will therefore do juſtice 
both to them and us, if you rank what the Ga- 
zettes ſay on this ſubject among the vaſt number 
of fables, which our enemies employ to abuſe the 
publick, and draw a veil over their own bad 
fortune, 


Chroudim, April 


20, 1742. I am, &c. 
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N the evening of the 29th we had accounts, 
that the citadel of Glatz had been evacuated 
on the 25th. The garriſon, which; at the be- 
ginning of the blockade, was from fifteen to ſix- 
teen hundred ſtrong, when it marched out, con- 
liſted only of two hundred and fixty men bearing 
arms, and three hundred ſick, all the reſt were 
dead or had deſerted. The King found there 
{1x and thirty brais cannon, and tome mortars, 
with a reaſonable provitton of warlike ttores. 
There was flour leit in the place ſufficient for 
ſeveral weeks; but their beer, brandy, ſalt, and 
freſh proviſions, oil, vinegar, and ſalt, had en- 
tirely failed them a long time before; which, to- 
gether with the bad water they had to ary had 
given theſe poor men the look of pcrſons juſt 
raiſed from the dead, or at leaſt beginning to re- 
cover from a long and deadly diſtemper. I know 
not to what place they were conducted; only 
they marched out with all the honours of war, 
and the King ſeemed ſatisfied with the conduct 


of Monſieur de Fontenelle. 


On the 1ſt of May Colonel Mortaigne, 
Quarter Maſter General of the French troops in 
Bohemia, arrived from Franckfort on the Main. 
It is ſaid that he brought the King a plan for the 
future operations of the campaign, drawn by 
Monſieur de Belleiſle; but it is juſtly ſuſpected 
that the King will not adopt another man's plan. 
Monſieur de Mortaigne is reputed to be a very 
good officer, and, in fact, his converſation and 
behaviour ſhew him to be a man of great good 


ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, and uncommon experience. You will 
laugh, my friend, becauſe, in ſpeaking of a 
Frenchman, I do not ſay, according to the uſual 
mode of ſpeaking, that he is a man of wit; but 
ſuch are my prejudices, that I believe a man of 
good ſenſe to be infinitely preferable to a wit. 


On the 2d a deſerter, from the regiment of 
Old Paliy, was brought to the King during din- 
ner. He came from the army in Moravia, and 
ſaid, that the great Duke of Tuſcany was there 
in perſon, and that the whole body conſiſted only 
of five regiments of horſe, ten of foot, and two 
thouſand Huſſars, beſides four thouſand Croats. 
It was eaſy to diſcover that this man was ili in- 
formed himſelf, or wanted to impoſe upon us. 
We were fully convinced of this by another cir- 
cumſtance; he aſſured us, that their army had found 
at Olmutz plenty of forage and proviſions, tho” 
we knew, by infai.e means, and by other de- 


. ſerters from that very army, that they could not 


act at all on that fide for want of ſubſiſtence. I 
give you theſe different accounts, that you may 
form a juſt idea cf the advices of deſerters, and 
what dependence can be had upon them, 


The fame day Colonel Winterfeld, whom the 
King had ſent, on the 23d of laſt month, to pu- 
niſh the inhabitants of the mountains of Glatz 
for their inſolence, returned alſo. He had, with 
one battalion of Margrave Charles's regiment, 
marched through all the mountains between 
Reinerts, Habelſword, and Mittelwalde, with a 
deal of trouble and fatigue ; the ſnow, in man 
places, being from three to four foot deep. The 
Chiefs of theſe robbers had diſappeared on his ap- 
proach ; ſo that he found only fome miſerable 
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wretches whom he pardoned, However, he 
burnt feveral of the cabins of thoſe who had 
made their eſcape, and gave a general order to all 
the inhabitants of that canton, not to ſuffer theſe 
fugitives to return; but to ſeize them, and bring 
them to Glatz; aſſuring them, that they ſhould 
be liberally rewarded for their obedience ; and, 
on the contrary, ſuffer the ſame puniſhment, and 
have their hamlets demoliſhed, if the leaſt diſ- 
order ſhould happen among them, or it ſhould 
be diſcovered that theſe mutineers were enter-- 
tained in their country, 


About this time the regiments of infantry and 
cavalry, which came to us from our own coun- 
try, paſlcd the Elbe at Pordoubitz and Przelauſch, 
and had their reſpective cantonments aſſigned 
them ; fo that our right extends towards Koutten- 
berg, and our left towards the frontiers of Mo- 
ravia: our center being in the neighbourhood 
of Chroudim, where we have our general quar- 
ters. 


On the 3d of May we were informed, that a 
large detachment of the enemy had taken poſt at 
Poliſka, a little town on our left. The King de- 
tached thither Colone] Winterfeld, with three 
hundred Huſſars, and ſix companies of grenadiers. 
Winterfeld marched to the place, and found no- 
thing there, but a large body of Huſſars, conſiſt- 
ing of near fixteen hundred horſe, who, after a 


moderate reſiſtance, thought proper to retreat: 


he made only two priſoners, who 
died of their wounds; but he ſtai 


uy ſoon after 


in the town 


all that night, and a part of next day, and was 
informed of the encmy's motions, which were 
as follow : The amy that was ſent to Moravia, 

to 
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to ruin ours in their retreat, was become quite 
uſeleſs ; and the more ſo, that they could find no 
ſubſiſtance there; ſo that after leaving a garriſon 
at Olmutz, they filed off in two columns by the 
ways of Brunn and Czernahora, towards Saar 
and Teutſch-Brod. This army was ſaid to be thir- 
ty thouſand ſtrong; and the common report was, 
that it would direct its march towards Saflawa, 
and perhaps towards Prague. "Thoſe, who re- 
fine upon the buſineſs of war, ſay, that this is an 
artifice too groſs; that it is impoſſible the enemy 
ſhould have the impudence to ſteal in betwixt our 
army and that of France, which they pretend is 
on the point of being reinforced with fifteen bat- 
talions and eight thouſand recruits ; and for this 
reaſon their real intention muſt be, to reſume 
their firſt poſt at Neuhaus, and then join Prince 
Lobkowitz, to carry on their operations jointly 
with him. Time will decide the queſtion, 
 Chroudim, May 53 
1742. And I am, &c. 
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E had accounts on the 6th, that the Au- 

{trian parties appeared frequently at Haber, 
alittle town upon the Saſſawa, about three leagues 
from Chroudim. They had alſo ſurprized one 
of our patrolls, conſiſting of an officer and twelve 
Huſſars. For this reaſon his Majeſty ordered a de- 
tachment of foot, under the command of the Prince 
of Bevern, to take poſſeſſion of the environs of 
that town. Thoſe who take things to be as they 
appear, cry out, that this is a proof of the enemy's 
deſign to eſtabliſh himſelf upon the Saſſawa; but 
thoſe who pretend to more penetration, ſtill main- 
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tain, that all this is only to conceal their deſign of | 


marching to Neuhaus, and to draw ſomeproviſions 
from that part of Bohemia, which, I know not by 
what chance, has been hitherto fpared more than 
the reſt of that kingdom. There even ſeems to 
be ſome probability in the reaſoning of the latter, 
becauſe we have lately heard, that they are carry- 
ing every thing they can out of that country. 
We ſhall ſee, perhaps, ſoon, which of the two 
are in the right. 


On the 8th Captain Sydow returned from 
Sileſia. He had left the Field Marſhal, the reign- 
ing Prince of Anhalt Deſſau, at Jzgerndorf, and 
by his report, every thing was quiet fince the 
enemy had reſumed the rout to Bohemia. Mean 
time it 1s certain, that our army, in its retreat 
from Moravia, has loſt more of its baggage than 
I toll you of; not by the induſtry of the enemy, 
but on account of the bad roads through which 
it was obliged to paſs. T he horſes and carriages 
ſunk ſo deep in the mud, that we were obliged to 
put our moſt valuable effects into the carriages 
drawn by the beſt horſes, and abandon the reſt; 
ſo that the greateſt part of it was ſeized by our 
own Huſſars and Uhlans, who are very good at 
that trade. | 


The King had ſent the Captain of Kcerbener's 
Huſſars, with forty of his troops, to ſcour the 
country : he returned on the 8th, and reported, 
that the enemy was on his march to Neuhaus, 
and that the Huſlars were forming a chain along 
the mountains, which ſeparate Bohemia from 
Moravia. This report was true, with regard to 
the diſpoſition of the Huſſars; but it was not ſo, 
with regard to the mach of the army to ow” 

aus. 
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haus. For we had information on the Toth, that 
a large body of troops was marching towards us, 
and therefore the King thought proper to re- 
aſſemble his army ſooner than he had intended, 
to deprive the enemy of an opportunity of falling 
upon our ſeparate quarters, and beating them one 
after another. His Majeſty, therefore, fixed 
the 13th day of May, the firſt day of Whitſun- 
tide, for this purpoſe, and laid out a camp him- 
ſelf near Chroudim, to be the point where all his 
troops were to meet, 


Before I deſcribe to you the poſition of it, I 
muſt drop a few words with regard to the firſt 
day of our encampment. The King ſet out for 
Chroudim at eight o'clock in the morning, at the 
head of the two battalions of his Guards, and 

marched to the eminence deſigned for the General 
Quarters, The weather was. exceeding fine: 
the proſpe& of the plains and mountains, which. 
are ſeen from the top of this eminence, as agree 
able as you can poſſibly conceive, This was ve- 
ry charming in itſelf ; but what rendered the ſight 
ſtil} wore brilliant, was, that you could perceive: 
columns of infantry and cavalry, coming from 
all quarters, like lines drawn from different points 


to reunite in a center. You know the beauty. of: 


our men, and the implements of war: yet I may 
venture to tell you, that you can ſcarce form an 
adequate idea thereof; as IL am. perſuaded, that 
the moſt fertile imagination cannot draw to the 
life a picture ſo exquiſitely complete. I have told 
you, that the columns were marching from all: 
parts over the plain, and one might ſee them 
Ad from the General Quarters. but. as 
they Aceh paſſes and defiles to come through, 
g they could arrive, one would have thought 
D 5 they. 
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they came out of the heart of the mountains, 
and the very bowels of the earth. Parturiunt 
mentes, &c. ſays Horace, “the mountains are in 
labour, &c. But here, inſtead of the Poet's mouſe, 
you might ſee ſtrong ſtout men, and excellent 
ſoldiers. , Even the King ſeemed to be affected 
with ſuch a glorious ſpectacle; and I cannot 
conceal from you, that I was quite loſt in it, 
though with ſome uneaſineſs of mind, occaſioned 
by the reflections that occurred concerning the 
inſtability of human affairs; and that in fifty 
years time, nothing, perhaps, of all theſe brave 
men would remain, but duſt and vermin, I 
did not, however, weep, as Xerxes did on the 
like occaſion; but I could not in my heart but 
commend him, for that generous inſtance of 
weakneſs. But now to return to our camp. 


The center is upon an eminence, as I have 
already obſcrved; having behind it the town of 
Chroudim, at the diſtance of fifteen hundred paces. 
The right wing of the infantry extends from be- 
hind the chapel of St. Mark, and the village of 
Marckowitz, in a curve line, to a large pond ; 
and the cavalry of the wing is formed en potence, 
from that pond to the eminences of the caſtle and 
village of Medlefchitz. The left wing of the 
infantry extends towards the village of Podiebrad, 
and a little. nameleſs rivulet, which empties it- 
ſelf into the Chroudimka, a little above the town; 
and the cavalry of this wing is placed en crochet, 
all along this rivulet, to the rivulet above men- 
tioned, having before its front the large village 
of Statinam. 


I admired that day, the manner in which 
the King, though fatigued, yet not n 
| | eng 
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ſeeing every regiment take its proper place in the 
camp, made the tour of the whole, and took the 
troukle himſelf to poſt the picquets and guards on 


the left wing, leaving the diſpoſition of thoſe on 
the right to the General Prince Leopold. 


We expect to continue ſome time in this 
amiable place, not only to eſtabliſh and ſecure 
our magazines, at Kconigſgretz, Nimbourg, 
Pardoubitz, and Podiebrad, but alſo to wait for 
ſome troops, which the Generals Derſchow, 
Trouchſes, and Naſſau are bringing us out of 
Sileſia, 

From the camp at Chroudim, 


May 14, 1742. I am, &c. 


LE 3-15.86 


Was miſtaken in my calculation: We have 
already quitted our beautiful mountain, and 


many intereſting matters have happened ſince my 
laſt. 


On the 14th, in the evening, the King had 
advice, by his parties and ſpies, and more particu- 
larly by a deſerter from the regiment of Bathiani, 
that the enemy was at Choliſbortz, about three 
leagues from our camp; that he would, march 
towards Kouttenberg, and endeavour to gain 
Prague, His Majeſty immediately formed a re- 
ſolution to prevent him, and marched, on the 
15th, with ten, battalions and thirty ſquadrons, 
by Hermannieſtez towards Choltiz and Czaſlau, 
leaving the reſt of the army under the command 
of Prince Leopold, with orders to follow next 
morning, if the ammunition-bread, which was 
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wanting, ſhould arrive in time, and to cauſe the 
heavy baggage, without exception, to file off by 
Pardobitz, on the other ſide of the Elbe, towards 
New Collin, where it was to rejoin us. 


A little before the King ſet out, we had inform- 
ation, that a troop of Huſſars had paſſed the Elbe 
near New Kollin, making incurſions into the 
circle of Kcenigſgrets. Some hours after arrived 
a deſerter from the army of Prince Charles, who 
reported, that the Enemy's army, commanded by 
that Prince, and eb Ang of thirty regiments, 
thirteen of horſe, ten of foot, and the reſt of Huſ- 
ſars and Croats, would be that ſame evening at 
Naſſaura, about two ſhort leagues from Chrou- 
dim; that the regiments of Max-Stahrenberg, 
Molck, Waldeck, and Leopold-Daun, were com- 
pleat; but the others very weak; there being 
among them companies which had only from 
forty to fifty men. Prince Leopold immediately 
diſpatched his Aid-de-camp, Captain de Katte, 
With this dęſerter, to the King, that he might 
examine him himſelf, and give his orders ac- 
cordingly. 


About ten o'clock at night Colonel Winterfeld 
arrived from his Majeſty, with advice, that being 
encamped upon the eminences of Podharzan, he 
diſcovered upon an oppoſite eminence, at the di- 
ſtance of two ſhort leagues, a body of the ene- 
my's troops, conſiſting of between fix and eight 
thouſand men ; that his Majeſty waited for the 
army there, and that upon our junction we were 
to march together towards Czaſlau, or its neigh- 
bourhood, to cut off the enemy's paſſage to 
Prague, 

n 
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In obedience to theſe inſtructions, the Prince 
decamped by break of day, and the army march- 
ed in two columns, each line making one. 
The firſt column marched by the villages of 
Podiebrad, Moraſtitz, &c. to Podharzan; and the 
ſecond by Marckowitz and Newhof, near Herman- 
nieſtetz, to the ſame place, where they gradually 
rejoined. We had hardly begun our march, when 
the King ſent notice to the Prince, that he in- 
tended to puſh his vanguard as far as Kouttenberg, 
while the army continued its rout towards Czaſlau; 
and this the rather, that the enemy, who had been 
| ſeen the night before, was no longer in that place, 
having decamped before day-light. 


About noon, we made a ſhort halt upon the 
eminence of Podharzan, where the King had en- 
camped the night before, and the Prince, with 
his retinue, having gone a little to the left, to 
reconnoitre the ground, we obſerved, with ſur- 
prize, that on the ſame fide, where a ſmall body 
of the enemy had been ſeen the evening before, 
that is, on the hills of Rannow, there was a 
camp pitched, and diſpoſed into three lines, con- 
taining from twenty eight to thirty thouſand men. 
We had no other meaſures to take but to continue 
our march; accordingly the Prince ordered the 
two columns to file off through two ſeveral open- 
ings of that mountain, and take the road to 
Czaſlau. We were, at firſt, attended by ſmall 
parties of the enemy, which came to reconnoitre 
our march, and when the head of our column 
was got down into the plain, the Huſſars ſhewed 
themſclves at a diſtance, but gave us no diſtur- 
bance, Matters went on in this manner till we 
arrived in the neighbourhood of Czaflau; but 
then, they came upon us from all quarters, ſome- 
tunes falling upon our baggage, and ſometimes 

upon 


62 LETTER xt. 


upon the regiments that were filing off by the 
little bridge, and indeed the only one, on the 
Dobrava, near Sbiſlow z they even put us in pain 
for our artillery, which could not paſs that bridge 
in the day time, becauſe the two columns em- 
barraſſed each other; ſo that our fatiguing march 
did not end till eleven o'clock at night. Nay, it 
was midnight before our camp was well ſettled. 
The Prince wanted to emcamp near Czaſlau, 
and to have his right covered by that city, and a 
large ſpace of marſhy ground in front; but the 
town being already in the hands of the Auſtrians, 
the approach of the night, and ſome other cir- 
cumſtances, did not allow us to think any more 
of that: We therefore encamped about half a 
league from Czaſlau, between the villages of 
Sehouſitz and Czirkowitz, having that of Cho- 
touſitz before our center. We had not been en- 
camped an hour, before the enemy's Huſſars 
came to ſkirmiſh with our piquets and. advanced- 
ng - We did not much regard that ; but a 
ittle after day-break the alarm was ſpread, that 
their whole army was in motion to come and at- 
' tack us. In fact, they had left their camp, at ſe- 
ven o'clock the night before, had marched all 
night, and would have been with us ſooner than 
we could have wiſhed, had not the many defiles 
in their way retarded the progreſs of their right 
wing. The Prince had fent, in the night, to 
acquaint the King with our ſituation, and the 
roy erence of an approaching battle; 
and his Majeſty had ſent him word in return, 
that he would be with us, and that very 
early. | 


On the 15th, then, at fix o'clock in the morn- 
ing, we ſaw the enemy's army drawing up on the 
h riſing 
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riſing grounds near Czaſlau. This was onl 


their left wing; the right was till marching in 
columns towards Wlaſchutz and Bergenau, on 


account of the defiles, through which they were 
obliged to paſs. However, it came in fight by 
degrees; and the whole body, which amounted 
to thirty thouſand men, ſeemed to promiſe us by 
its appearance a moſt glorious day. We had, in 
all, but between twenty three and twenty four 
thouſand men, including the troops which the 
King was to bring with him from Kouttenberg. 


The Prince, by the King's orders, drew out 
the troops, leaving moſt of the tents ſtanding, 
and put them in order of battle, in ſuch manner, 
that our right was covered by the pond of Czirck- 
witz, and the left extended beyond Chotouſitz, to 
a kind of park incloſed with walls, that reached 
to Sehouſitz. By this diſpoſition the cavalry of 
our right wing extended beyond that of the ene- 
my's left by fix or ſeven ſquadrons, which took 
theirs in flank; and that of our left occupied the 
ground between the faid park and a rivulet with 

retty high banks, which, dividing into two 
3 near Chotouſitz, formed a little iſland, in 
which two battalions of infantry were ordered to 
take poſt in a ſtreight line with the other battali- 
ons. of the firſt line, which reached to the bank 
of this rivulet, and had the village in their rear. 
It muſt be obſerved here, that his Majeſty had 
directed an empty ſpace to be left in the ſecond 
line, for the battalions and ſquadrons which he 
was bringing up, and that whatever was found 
neceſſary to compleat the firſt line, ſhould be 
drawn from the ſecond, without regard to rank or 
ſeniority. All this you will ſee evidently in the 
plan, which I herewith ſend you, and a great 


. 
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part of what I have further to ſay, with reſpect 
to the order of battle of both armies, 


At ſeven o'clock the two armies were in pre- 
ſence of one another. In leſs than an hour after 
the King arrived, and had juſt entered between 
the two lines, when, by his order, the battle 
began by the fire of our artillery. This firſt diſ- 
charge threw the left wing of the enemy into a 
little diſorder ; which moreover obſerving that our 
line extended beyond theirs, had already begun 
to be in ſome trepidation, On this account his 
Majeſty ordered all the cavalry of our right wing 
to advance in a moment, and they, putting their 
horſes to the trot, and afterwards to the gallop, 
fell, with ſuch impetuoſity, on the oppoſite ſqua- 
drons, that they overthrew them like houſes made 
of cards. The enemy's ſecond line, which re- 
placed the firſt, was more lucky, and puſhed ſe- 
veral of our ſquadrons, which, by reaſon of their 
having advanced too faſt, could not rally quick 
enough: but our ſecond line alſo doing its duty, 
and the regiment of Rothembourg forcing its 
way quite through to the infantry, their firſt line 
ſhewed no great inclination to return to the 
charge, and both ſides contented themſelves with 
keeping one another in awe, except ſome parti- 
cular ſquadrons, which fought feparately, and 
with various ſuccels; . . 


It is very true, that our cavalry ſeemed to have 
loſt a little ground, and that ſome ſquadrons 
were a little diſordered by the fire of the enemy's 
Huſſars, who had got in between the two lines, 
and from thence fired on our flanks and rear, 
But, if it be confidered, that when the cavalry 
charged, the infantry of our right wing, having 
| no 
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no enemy in front, advanced very faſt; and that, 
on the other hand, the cavalry found themſelves 
often ſtopped and hindered from acting by very 
thick clouds of duſt, it will appear very natural, 
that they ſhould be left a little behind. However, 
if this wing of our cavalry has no right to boaſt of 
having decided the affair, it is at leaſt indiſputa- 
ble, that its conduct had a great influence upon 
the ſequel of the battle. For not only ſeveral 
Auſtrian ſquadrons went oft, without ever re— 
turning to the charge, but alſo ſome of their 
infantry; particularly thoſe whom the General 
Count de Rothembourg attacked ſo bravely with 
his dragoons, took flight, and greatly diſcouraged 
all the reſt of that wing; and indeed our infantry, 
tao” it advanced very briſkly during this operation, 
could never get up with the enemy's, who abſo- 
lutely declined the battle, and diſpoſed thoſe that 
remained in their right, to repulſe our left, and 
fall upon our rear. In conſequence of this pro- 
ject, the cavalry of their right attacked our's near 
the village of Chotouſitz, and even ſurprized 
them; becauſe they were, at that time, comin 
out of a defile, and there were but few of the 
ſquadrons formed. This was an unlucky acci- 
dent, owing to the negligence of a certain Ge- 
neral Othcer, who not having executed the diſ- 
poſition relating to this wing that had been com- 
mitted to his care, the cavalry was obliged, 
in order to get into a line with the infantry, to 
pats twofords, and as many gullies, inthe enemy's 
face; a diſadvantage which was very near proving 
irreparable, as I ſhall have the honour to tell you, 
when I come to ſpeak of the conſequences that 
followed from it. However, this handful of ca- 
valry performed its duty fo well, that it defeated 
all the enemy's attacks, and ſoon after the regi- 
ments 
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ments of Prince William and of Old Waldow fell 
upon a troop of Croats, and made a prodigious 
ſlaughter among them; yet this extraordinary ar- 
dour happened to be very unſeaſonable; for 
theſe brave fellows having by this means loſt the 
ground they ought to have occupied, were never 
able to recover it again; and found themſelves 
ſo far engaged, that they were under the neceſ- 
ſity of cutting their way through two lines of the 
enemy, before they could get back to our right. 
Ibis will ſeem a paradox, but it is nevertheleſs 
true, for we ſaw it with our own eyes. Our 
left flank, therefore, was almoſt quite defenceleſs, 
and the Auſtrians might then have attacked it with 
ſucceſs, if that part of the cavalry, that was on 
this ſide of the defile, had not put a good face 
upon the matter, or if our infantry had com- 


manded leſs reſpect. 


Fou will give me leave here to make a little 

digreſſion, and to acquaint you, that the Auſtri- 
ans at this time employed againft us a new method 
of joining battle. Their ſquadrons advanced on a 
trot, and incloſeorder, according to cuſtom ; but 
as ſoon as they came within a proper diſtance, they 
halted, opened to the right and left, and fired 
upon our flanks ; a method of fighting which 
colt us a great many-horſes, and diſconcerted our 
men, who did not expect to be ſhot flying in this 
manner. Onthis occaſion, ſome of our officers took 
upon them to make our cavalry fire in the ſame 
manner, which partly ſucceeded, and in a great 
\ meaſure checked the enemy's vivacity. We 
aſked the priſoners why they changed their an- 
cient method of attack ? "They anſwered, that 
their Generals, being perſuaded that the weight 
of our ſquadrons was ſuperior to theirs, had 

| thought 
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thought this a proper method to make up for that 
diſadvantage. And this account was confirmed 
by a diſpoſition drawn up by Prince Charles for 
the conduct of this battle, found in the pocket of 
an officer that was killed in the field. But to re- 
turn to the infantry, where the affair was decided. 


I have told you, that the enemy carried their 
whole force to the right wing, on this and the 
other ſide of the village of Chotouſitz. There 
they attacked our left with all the vigour imagi- 
nable; they had poſted almoſt all their cannon 
there, and made ſuch a terrible fire, that if they 
had had to do with men of leſs reſolution, they 
might, perhaps, have ſucceeded in their defign. 
At lealt, by the negligence of the Officer I hinted 
at before, in ſpeaking of the cavalry, they were 
very near it. Inſtead of placing the battalions of 
_ tlie left wing beyond the village, and between 
the two rivulets, as the order directed, and I have 
already mentioned, he left them on this fide of it, 
which ſeparated our infantry from our cavalry, oc- 
caſioned the dangerous operation which the latter 
was neceſſitated to perform, as has been already 
obſerved, and moreover laid our flank quite open. 
Accordingly, the enemy's infantry did not ſuffer 
this fault to eſcape with impunity ; for ſome com- 
panies of their grenadiers got round the village, 
poſſeſſed themſelves of a hollow way, and kept a 
conſtant and regular fire upon the ſecond line. 
To remedy this inconvenience, the two battali- 
ons of the Prince of Holſtein's regiment were or- 
dered to advance from the ſecond line to reinforce 
the firſt, and two other battalions marched 
againſt theſe grenadiers, and diſlodged them with 
a great deal of difficulty. At the ſame time, 
Lieutenant Colonel Count Lievingſtein had at- 

| tacked 
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tacked the village in front, and not being able to 
carry it immediately, he thought it would be his 
beſt way to ſet it on fire; and in this he ſucceeded, 
but inſtead of hurting us thereby, he did us areal 
piece of ſervice, For our troops having abandoned 
the village, and a creat number of Croats hav- 
ing entered it at another place, without the 
Lieutenant Colonel's knowledge, they were al- 
molt all burnt to death; befides that, by this con- 
flagration, the enemy had deprived themſelves of 
the advantage of being able to fa!l upon our flank. 
In the mean time, the regiments of Leopold, of 
Anhalt, Swerin, Holſtein, and la Motte made 
a terrible fire, gained ground every moment, and 
at laſt, by their extteme reſolution, puſhed the 
enemy on that fide likewiſe, However, they 
diſputed the poſt near the village with the greateſt 
obſtinacy, and having pointed fome cannon on a 
ſmall eminence, enfiladed a part of our main 
battle. This determined the King to make his 
right wing fall back upon the left, not only that 
he might march directly to theſe cannon, but alſo 
that he might ſurround as many as he could of the 
enemy's troops that were there: As ſoon as they 
perceived his deſign, they began to give way in 
good earneſt, and, being cloſe preſſed, took to 
their heels with tuch haſte, that in a moment 
they were out of muſket ſhot, and very ſoon out 
of the reach of our artillery. 


I may boldly ſay, that this maſterly meaſure 
very much ſhortened the battle, and abſolutely 
decided the day : So that about eleven o'clock 
this grand affair was terminated, to his Majeſty's 
immortal glory, who, during the whole engage- 
ment, maintained a compoſure and preſence of 
mind that was truly admirable. We een IR 
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ſides the ſield of battle, ſeventeen braſs cannon and 
an haubitzer, all quite new. The fields before 
Chotoufitz, and all round it, which had been the 
ſcene of the moſt bloody part of the battle, were 
quite covered with their grenadiers, and the beſt 
of their foot, who had fallen in the action; and 
the roads, through which they directed their 
flight, were, in like manner, ſtrewed with their 
dead, dying, and wounded. Their cavalry, to the 
number of lixteen or eighteen ſquadrons, (for the 
reſt were, by this time, a great way off,) appeared 
ſti] at ſome diſtance upon our two wings: but 
the cannon playing upon them, and our cavalry 
advancing a- new, they took the {ame road the reſt 
had done, that of their right, with precipitation, 
but their left with a little more order and regula- 
rity. We had but few colours, and not ſo much 
as a ſingle ſtandard. As for the latter, the Auſtri- 
ans had taken the precaution to fend them to 
their baggage at the very beginning of the acting; 
a ſure, but not very honourable way to ſave them. 
The regiment of Brounickowſky Huſſars, the on! 
one we had with us, diſting! iſhed itfelf greatly, 
It attacked the infantry, and oblized two regt- 
ments to form the hollow ſquare, in order to de- 
fend themſelves. If our cavairy had been leſs 
harraſled, or we had had more Huſſars, we muſt 
have made a vaſt number of priſoners. But in- 
deed the whole army had been fo fatigued the 
day before, that it was impoſſible for us to make 
ſuch an advantage of our victory as might have 
been wiſhed, His Majeſty, however, ſent thirty 
ſquadrons, and all the grenadiers of the army, to 
| harraſs the enemy in their retreat; but their ca- 
valry was ſo well mounted, and the intantry had 
ſo good legs, that it was impoſſible to come up 
with them. His Majeity made Prince Leopold 
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Field Marſhal on the field of battle, while the vil- 
lage ſtill continued in flames: And he diſpatched, 
that evening, Count Schmettow, Maſter of the 


Ordnance, to carry this important news to the 


Emperor ; Colonel Borcke, his Aid-de-camp, to 
the court of France; and Colonel Count de War- 
tenſleben to that of Dreſden, and to Berlin, &c. 
From the Camp at Czaſ- 
lau, May 18, 1742. I am, &c, 


Sum Total of the PRUSSIAN Army. 


Infantry 33 battalions, 
Cavalry 60 ſquadrons. 
Huſſars 10 ſquadrons. 


Sum Total of the Aus T RIAN Army, at the Batile 
of CZASLAU, 


Infantry 7 battalions. 
Cavalry 4 ſquadrons. 
Huſſars 20 ſquadrons. 


T. 


OU have here the liſt of our killed and 

wounded ; the third department is of thoſe 
who were made priſoners, or loſt themſelves 
during the action; ſo that all you ſee here are 
actually miſſing; though we do not yet know 
their fate. 


INFANTRY. 


Killed. 12 officers, 26 ſubalterns, 19 drummers, 
660 private men, 
W:unded. 
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MWounded. 46 officers, 62 ſubalterns, 13 drum- 


mers, 1137 private men. 


Priſoners or miſſing. 3 officers, 16 ſubalterns, 
15 drummers, 244 private men, 


CAVALRY, 


Killed. 30 officers, 75 ſubalterns, 13 trumpets, 
1187 troopers. 


Wounded. 48 officers, 42 ſubalterns, 6 trumpets, 
107 troopers. 


Priſoners or miſſing. 13 officers, 18 ſubalterns, 
4 trumpets, 417 troopers. 


The officers of note that we have loſt in this 
battle, are Major General Werdeck ; Colonels 
Biſmarck, Maltzan, Kourtzfleiſch, and Pritzen; 
Lieutenant Colonels Souckow and Wernſdorf; 
and Majors Schcening and Bieren. Among the 
wounded are Lieutenant General Waldaw ; Ma- 
jor General Wedel; Count Rothembourg ; 
ee, Colonel Rindorf; Majors Zaſtrow, 
Haus, Knobloch, and Bandemer. | 


Lou ſee by theſe liſts, and particularly by that 
of the cavalry, that we did not fit croſs legged in 
the time of the battle; and we may fairly aver, 
that our enemies left in the field at leaſt 
twice as many as we: but it will be ſome time 
before we can come to the certain knowledge of 
this. Upon our entering Czaſlau, about the 
end of the battle, we made priſoners, Major 
General Count de Poland, a Colonel, a Lieute- 
nant Colonel, and ſeveral officers, who were get- 
ting their wounds dreſſed there, 


The King encamped on the 17th, beyond the 
field of battle, as you ſee by the plan I ſent you 


with 
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with my laſt. But on the 18th, the enemy having 
haf ted at Willimau, his Majeſty thought proper to 
d:aw nearer to him, and therefore marched, 
that ſame day about noon, to Slep, where we had 
notice, that he was gone to Haber, which we 
were afſured of by our parties, as well as by de- 
ſerters, who came in, in great numbers, 


On the 20th we had advice, that the enemy 
was ſtill at Haber, that he had been reinforced 
with ſome regiments, and ſhewed ſome inclina- 
tion to venture another battle. Accordingly, as 
we alſo were to be joined next day by ſome freſh 
troops, which the Generals Derſchow, I rcuchſcs, 
and Naſſau, were bringing up, the King gave 
orders to prepare for marching on the 21ſt, and 
General Lewald was to ſet out at day-break, 
with a vanguard, conſiſting of ſix battalions of 
grenadiers, five ſquadrons of dragoons, and 
twenty-eight of Huſſars, including the cightecu 
ſquadrons, which were to arrive the next day. 


During all theſe days a great number of de- 
ſerters, both of horſe and foot, arrived at our 
camp. They unanimouſly reported, that their 
army was greatly diſcouraged ; that they did not 
expect to find ſo much reſiſtance from our caval- 
ry; that their dragoons had behaved very ill, 
and that whole ſquadrons of them had run away at 
full ſpeed, without ſo much as looking behind 
them. That, in the mean time, their infantry 
had ſuffered moſt ; that they reckoned upwards 
of ſix thouſand miſting ; and that they would ſoon 
remove to a great diſtance, They added, that 
they would be in want of proviſion and forage ; 
and that the reinforcement ſo much boaſted, and ſo 
eagerly expected, conſiſted only of tworegiments 

of 
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of horſe, to wit thoſe of Lobkowitz and Cohari, 
and a battalion of Wolfenbuttel. 


On the 21ſt, at eight o'clock in the morning, 
arrived the corps which we had been expecting : 
it conſiſted of two battalions of foot, five of 
grenadiers, and twenty eight ſquadrons of horſe, 
including the eighteen ſquadrons of Huſſars be- 
longing to General Lewald's detachment. 


At the very time theſe troops were filing off 
before the King, the van-guard, which was quite 
ready, ſet out. The army marched ſome hours 
after, and encamped nearer to the enemy, with 
its right covered by the mountains on the further 
ſide of the villages of Toupadla and Brzeſc, and 
its left by ſome deep hollow ways, in ſight of 
CZaſlau. | 


Our vanguard rejoined us that ſame evening, 
but very late; it had advanced within fight of the 
enemy's camp, and ſkirmiſhed with his Huſſars, 
and a part of his horſe, upon which his whole 
army had drawn out before their camp, and con- 
tinued in arms till-after dark. We were informed 
next day, that it decamped ſoon after, and 
marched towards Teutſchbrod. 


The King had notice ſent him, at that ſame 
time, by Monſieur de Belleifie, that Prince Lob- 
kowitz having opened trenches before the caſtle 
of Frauenberg, he (the Marſhal) would join 
| Monſieur de Broglio's army, and fight the Aui- 
trians, without loſs of time; ſo that he hoped to 
bring them to a battle before the 26th; if he 
keeps his word, and comes off with as much 
glory as the King has done, the war will ſoon be 
7 | at 
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at an end. In the mean time, his Majeſty ſent 
thither his Aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Colonel 
Willich, to fee what paſſed. 


| You can hardly imagine into what a ſtate of 
dejection our victory has thrown the enemy, and 
his partizans. The Commandant of his troops 
is quite diſguſted, and the foot, which at the 
battle of Chotouſitz was above ſixteen thouſand 
ſtrong, muſt now be reduced to about nine thou- 
ſand, and continues to decreaſe every day. Not 
that the battle coſt them fo many; the number 
of their dead, wounded, and priſoners, not 
greatly exceeding four thouſand men; but it is 
incredible how they ran away; and all the ſpies 
and deſerters aſſure us, that there are companies 
which have not above twenty, or five and twenty 
men. In a word, they are in a very wretched 
caſe, and the poor creatufes much to be pitied. 
Tho” they are our enemies, we cannot refuſe 
them the juſtice to own, that they fought with | 
great valour, and made us buy our victory very 
dear, 


It is thought we ſhall continue ſome days in 
this neighbourhood, as we are poſted to great 
advantage, and have an eaſy communication with 
our hoſpitals and magazines, My laſt letter was 

ſo long, that it is but reaſonable to abridge this, 
and to conclude with telling you, that 

From the camp at Brzeſc, 


May 23, 1742. 


I am, &c, 


L E T- 
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LETTER XIII. 


HE news which I mentioned in my laſt, 

was confirmed to us on the 24th. Prince 
Charles is making diſpoſitions for retreating {till 
further. His army, we are told, Jooks like a 
wreck; nay, ſome pretend that it is reduced to 
the number of eighteen thouſand men; but I 
can ſcarce believe this account, which ſeems to 
be out of all proportion. 


On the ſame 24th, Major Retzow, of the regi- 
ment of Kalckſtein, who conmands A battalion 
that guards the magazine at Pardoubitz, fent 
word, that he had been attacked that very 
morning, at break of dav, dy a large body of 
Huſtars 2nd ] Pandours ; that they had Sled: the 
rampart, ata place where it is not quite imprae— 
ticable; but the garriſon, having been alarir ed 
in time, had repulſed them, and killed about 
twenty of their number; that after all, they had 
got round the town, paſted a branch of the Chrou- 
dimka, made priſoners an enfign and tw emy men, 
who had defended themſelves bravely In a re- 
doubt, and, laſt of all, had ſet fire to a large ma- 
gazine of © Du that the loſs of this magazine 
was a matter of no great conſequence, but the 
Pandours continued ſtill in the neighbour hugd, 
and that he was afraid he ſhould be often alarm 
by them. 


The King ſent thither Major General Lewald, 
with four battalions, and he ten ſquadrons of 
Ziethen. He marched that ſame night, and 
next evening came in ſight of the enemy's party, 
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But it was impoſſible to come up with them, as 
they retired with precipitation into the mountains 
and foreſts, that are on the right hand of the 
road to Chroudim ; it was a Jarge party, and 
the country people ſaid, it was between fix and 
ſeven thouſand ſtrong. However, the Huſſars of 
Ziethen had time to put to the (word a Captain 
and upwards of thirty Pandours, and General 
Lewald took poſt in the town of Chroudim. 


On the 25th arrived Lieutenant Preeck, Aid-de 
camp to the reigning Prince of Anhalt, and re- 
ported, that between five and fix thouſand Hun- 
garians had made lodgments in the mountains on 
the border between Sileſia and Moravia, from 
whence they made frequent incurſions, and there- 
by diſtreſled extremely our troops, that were {till 
in quarters of cantonment, and that but two days 

efore, they had handled very roughly the Mar- 
grave Frederick's regiment of horſe. Colonel 
Rochow; with that regiment, happened to be in 

the town of Kranowitz, and had ſo effectuall 
ſecured it by the intrenchments he had made, 
that he reſolved not to march out, but quietly 
to wait for the enemy ; when his advanced-guard 
ſent him notice that three hundred Huſſars were 
in fight, and ſeemed determined to attack him, 
he only ordered that guard to fall back to Kra- 
nowitz, under the fire of the diſmounted cavalry, 
and then made preparations for giving thoſe Huſ- 
ſars a very warm reception, in caſe they attempted 
to come too near him. On the contrary, the Ge- 

neral, who commanded in that diſtrict, havin 
information of the affair, came thither himſelf, 
and thought proper to ſally out with three ſqua- 
drons, to drive away theſe Huſſars, leaving two 
other ſquadrons for a body of reſerve, with or- 
ders 
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ders, however, to mount their horſes. He ac- 
cordingly ſallied out, but coming to a place not 
far from Kranowitz, where the ſquadrons were 
obliged to paſs a very bad and narrow bridge, over 
a deep rivulet, a fourth part of them had ſcarce 
got over, when above three thouſand Hungarians, 
who had conccaled themſelves before, appeared, 
all of a ſudden, beyond the eminences, and at- 
tacked our people on both flanks, while they 
were marching upon a cauſeway, with a ditch on 
each ſide, where it was impoſſible for them to 
act. They were therefore reduced to the ſad ne- 
ceſſity of marching back, and, as il] luck would 
have it, the bridge breaking down, before they 
were all paſſed, thoſe who remained on the other 
fide of the rivulet were ſurrounded, and to a man 
killed or taken. This was not all; for, as an 
addition to their misfortune, they amuſed them- 
ſelves with firing irregularly, and waiting for 
the two other ſquadrons, wha were coming to 
their aſſiſtance in this unhappy cataſtrophe. 
This gave the Auſtrians time to paſs the rivulet, 
in two other places, and to fall a-new and on 
each ſide upon theſe unhappy men, who ſeeing 
themſelves attacked in front, flank, and rear, had 
no other reſource, after a vigorous defence, but 
that of forcing their way ſword in hand. This 
reſolution they indeed executed, with the aſſiſtance 
of the regiment of Carabineers that appeared at a 
diſtance; but it was with great difficulty, and 
after leaving behind them forty killed and two 
hundred priſoners. This is the only ſubſtantial 
affront our troops have ſuffered from the Huſſars, 
in the courſe of the campaign ; and this regi- 
ment 1s the more to be pitied, that it received 
ſuch a conſiderable check, at a time when the 
King's armies were every where elſe victorious. 
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We had information, from General Lewald, 
on the 27th, that the party againſt which he 
was detached, were actually retiring by Naſſa- 
wick, towards the body of their army, and that 
every thing was quiet in the neighbourhood of 
Chroudim and Pardoubitz. 


On the ſame 27th one of the King's Hunters 
came with a meſſage from Lieutenant Colonel 
Willich, and on the 28th Brigadier Chevalier de 
Court arrived from the French army, to notify to 
the King, that their van-guard, conſiſting of a 
regiment of Carabineers, and ſome ſquadrons of 
dragoons, had attacked, near the village of 
Sahay, that of Prince Lobkowitz, conſiſting of 
three regiments of horſe, viz. thoſe of Seer, 
Hohenzollern, and Lanthiery ; that the former 
had overthrown the latter at the firſt attack, kill- 
ed near two hundred troopers, and made pri- 
ſoners General de Fin, a Major, and ſome ſub- 
altern officers; that in conſequence of this, 
Prince Lobkowitz had raiſed the ſiege of Frauen- 


berg, and retired to Boudweiſs. 


The French Gentlemen make a great noiſe a- 
bout this little advantage, and would not be 
ſorry to have it thought a deciſive blow, Ac- 
cordingly they pretend, after this exploit, to 
take their repoſe till the end of July, alledging, 
that they are incapable of acting ſooner, for 
want of their reinforcements and recruits, which 
are not to arrive before that time. Between you 
and me, I am morally certain, that they hearti- 
ly with we may have a fecond battle, and laugh 
in their ſlecves, at the eagerneſs with which the 
Germans cut one another's throats, But, per- 
haps, we may one day or other think of the 

common 


— 
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common proverb, He that laughs laſt, laughs 
longeſt, 


General Poland and Lieutenant Colonel 
Lieving ſtein are dead of the wounds they re- 
ceived at Czaſlau. The King ordered them to 
be interred with all the honours and ceremonies 
due to their military rank. Prince Charles has 
thanked his Majeſty on that account, and all 
the Auſtrian officers, in general, are very ſen- 
ſible of this mark of his Majeſty's attention, 


On the 29th the infantry and cavalry of our 
right wing, excepting the Gens-d'Armes, left 
the camp to go into quarters in the villages and 
country towns of the circles of Czaſtau, and 
Kauerzim: but about noon a deſerter from the 
regiment of Lichtenſtein having depoſed, that 
the Auſtrians encamped at Teutſchbrod, had 
lately made a great forage for four days, and got 
a reinforcement of three regiments of foot, the 
King thought proper to cauſe this wing to halt; 
and on the 3oth, his Majeſty, inſtead of can- 
toning, reſolved to form a good camp in the 


[neighbourhood of Kouttenberg and the Elbe, 


to obſerve the motions of the enemy, and he 
quiet till a more proper ſeaſon ; and this the ra- 
ther, that the enemy was in a ſtate of inaction, 
that began to look ſuſpicious, 


On the ſame 3oth we had notice, by one of 
our parties belonging to General Brounikowſky 
and Colonel Winterfeld, that Prince Charles's 
army had decamped from Teutichbrod, direct- 
ing its march toward Hompeletz ; but that one of 
his detachments, conſiſting of eight or ten thou- 
ſand men, had puſhed forward as far as Detſch 
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quarters of cantonment there, an 
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on the Saſſawa, within three leagues of Koutten- 
berg. His Majeſty, upon this, ſent orders to 
all the regiments of the right wing to repair to 
the neighbourhood of Kouttenberg, to go into 
F wait for the 
left wing, that, on the 1ſt of June they might 
both together enter the camp which his Majeſty 
himſelf had laid out for them, between Kout- 
HY and the little country town of Maleſ- 
chau. 
From the Camp at Brzeſc, 


May 31, 1742. I am, &c, 


LE 1 1:& KR MV. 


I Muft now acquaint you that, in conformity to 

my laſt, we have got into our new camp near 
Kouttenberg. Upon the accounts the King had 
of the detachment which the enemy had cauſed 
to advance towards Detſch, he ſent thither Ge- 
neral Brounikowſky and Colonel Winterfeld; 
they found there no more than about a 
thouſand, or twelve hundred Huſlars ; who, for 
fear of a ſurprize, had broken down the bridges 
on the Saſſawa, and were actually retiring to- 
wards their army. They were informed there 
alſo, that the Prince of Lorraine would decamp 
that very day from Hompeletz, and ſet out for 
Pilgram, which was confirmed by deſerters and 
by our ſpies. 


On the iſt of June our left wing decamped, 
and marched in two columns to join the 
right, which had entered the new camp that 
nierning. 


If 
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If you have that beautiful map of Bohemia, 
which the late Emperor cauſed to be drawn, you. 
may, by joining it to the plan which J here- 
with ſend you, obtain a pretty accurate idea of 
our preſent poſition. The right wing is cover- 
ed by the little town of Maleſchau, and the left 
by the eminences near the village of Neſch- 
karetitz ; ſo that the extent from wing to wing 
is three quarters of a German mile. Our front 1s 
every where inacceſſible, having all along it mo- 
raſſes, hollow ways, and very narrow dehles. In 
the few places where an enemy might attempt 
to beat up our quarters, the King has cauſed 
ſtrong redoubts to be built, and well provided' 
with artillery, which render thoſe places as lit- 
tle liable to inſult as the reſt. The right flank 
is covered alſo by moraſſes and hollow ways, 
and tie left by ſmall rivulets and marſhes, In the 
rear of the camp there are numerous pits of pro- 
digious depth; and thele pits, which are the re- 
mains of the ſilver mines formerly worked in. 
this place, reach from the right wing to the 
town of Kouttenberz, which town, together 
with a vait number of hollow ways, covers the 
rear of our left wing. Before the middle of the 
front, and beyond the moraſſes, there is a wood 
of oaks, which begins at the top of an eminence, 
and reaches all the way down its ſides to theſe 
moraſſes, the dikes and cauſeways whereof are 
occupied by poſts ot infantry. In the wood it- 
ſelf is encamped Count Hauditz's regiment of 
Huſſars, which defends the entrance into it, 
and if puſhed can fall back under the fire of the 
poſts of infantry. You will underſtand by this 
deſcription, tho' imperfect, that our camp is 
very {trong, and that the King, by this poſition, 
has it in his power to accept, or to de- 
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cline a battle at his pleaſure. All the con- 


noifieurs admire it, and agree, that the choice 
13 worthy of its author, 


I muſt now ſay a word or two concerning 
Kouttenberg. This town was formerly conſide- 
rable on acc unt of its rich mines, and actuall 
took its name from the manner in which th- 
were diſcovered. We are told, that a Capuct.in, 
having gone out a begging, walked through a 
particular ſpot on theſe little hills, and obſerved 
a vein of ſome mineral, which he tcok to be ſil- 
ver. That he might the more eaſily find it a- 
gain, he left for a mark his hood, which in 
the German language is called Kutte, and this 
word joined to berg, which ſigr iſies a hill, pro- 
duced the name of the town Kouttenberg. At 
preſent there are no ſuch mines here; but 
Kouttenberg is nevertheleſs a very pretty town, 
both in itſelf, and with regard to the country a- 
bout it; forit is not only better built than the 
towns of Bohen 1a uſually are, but it ſtands in a 


ſoil ſo charming and fertile, that from theſe 


eminences one may ſee fixty cities, country 
towns, viliages, caſties, and convents, all in a 


little bit of plain, not above five or at moſt fix 
miles in circumterence, 


The Convent of Sedeletz, belonging to the 
Ciſtercian Order, which ſtands a ſhort quarter 
of a mile from Kouttenberg, is worth ſeeing, 
There is in it a chapel of mcderate ſize, the in- 
ſide and crnaments whereof are made wholly of 
the heads and bones of the dead; but with ad- 
mirable order and dexterity, The Mon' s tell 


you, that ail thoſe, whoſe melancholy remains | 


compoſe the inſide of this chapel, were Saints; 
that 
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that the earth, on which the Convent ſtands, is 
holy ground, which never deſtroys intirely the 
bodies of the bleſſed, but only conſumes the 
fleſh, and whitens the bones; while the bodi.s 
of the profane and damned, rot, and are intire- 
ly reduced to duſt, in leſs than twenty four 
hours. To this purpoſe they tell you, that a 
Preacher of a different Order, having, in a ſer- 
mon he delivered there, expreſſed ſome doubts, 
though very modeſt, concerning the happineſs 
of ſuch a number of people, the whole chapel be- 
gan to ſhake, and the bones to leave their places, 
apparently in order to knock the unbelieving 
Preacher on the head; who, ſecing himſelf in 
imminent danger, quickly made a ſolemn. re- 
cantation of his irreligious opinians, and b 

that means prevented the outrage of thole vin- 
dictive bones. I give you this ſtory for a fable, 
as it is; the only truth in it is, that the work is 


very curious, and put together wich great in- 


genuity. 


On the 2d, the Duke de Bellciſle, Marſhal 


of France, arrived from Prague, attended by his 


brother the Lieutenant General, and Meſſrs. 


de gn de Court, de Mortaigne, and ſeveral 
other ofhcers, | 


Deſerters are ſtill coming in continually from 
the corps commanded by Prince Lobkowitz, 
and alſo from that under the Prince of Lorraine. 


The King has received advice, by ways not 
liable to ſuſpicion, that the loſs of Prince 
Charles, at the battle of Czaſlau, amounts to 
ſeven thouſand five hundred men, by the con- 
feſkon of the Auſtrians themſelves. Put as 
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theſe Gentlemen are accuſtomed to magnify 
their advantages and diminiſh their loſſes, it is 


very poſſible they may have ſuffered more, on 
this occaſion, than they chuſe to own. 


On the 3d an officer from the army in Sileſia 
reported, that that corps, which is ſtill in quar- 
ters of cantonment, is very much diſturbed by 
parties of Hungarians, who, among other exploits, 
had attacked a convoy of ſeventy two boats, that 
were coming by the Oder, but had done no 
other damage, beſides carrying off, from the 


deck of one of theſe boats, a grenadier of the 


Margrave Henry's regiment. 


On the ſame 3d we received more poſitive ac- 
counts of the Prince of Lorraine's army, It had 
marched on the iſt of June, from Hompeletz 
to Czernowitz, and having remained there the 
2d, had directed its march to Sobieſlau, with 
a view to march from thence either to Tabor 
or Boudweiſs. But, after all, ſome deſerters, 
and among them a Quarter Maſter of the regi- 
ment of Nadaſty, arrived on the 4th, and aſſured 
us, in very ſtrong and politive terms, that their 
army was marching to Neuhaus, to which place 
that of Prince Lobkowitz would alſo repair, as 
it had been obliged to leave the neighbourhood 
of Boudweils, after the check it had lately met 
with. 'Tho' in fact this news be very impro- 
bable, and the declarations of deſerters ought 
moreover to be admitted with ſome caution, it 
is however certain, that Prince Lobkowitz's ca- 


_ valry, after the affair of Sahay, fell back two. 


long miles, and that his infantry, which was 
not very, numerous, threw itſelf precipitately in- 


to Boudweiſs; ſo that Monfieur de Broglio, 


had 
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had he purſued him briſkly at firſt, might pro- 
bably have totally routed him, and conſequently 
have made himſelf maſter of that place, toge- 
ther with the magazine, which is ſaid to be 
very conſiderable. The King communicated 
theſe remarks to the Duke de Belleiſle, who 
could not help owning the juſtice of them, 


You muſt have obſerved, in the publick pa- 
pers, that the Prince of Lorraine took a tour to 
Vienna, when his army marched out of Mora- 
via, We heard ſome Cays ago that the deſign 
of this journey was to aſſiſt at a Grand Council 
of War, in which it was reſolved, that the ar- 
my ſhould march in queſt of that of Pruſſia, and 
at all events give it battle. The Prince inſiſt:d 
on having that reſolution in writing, ſigned by 
the Queen, and rejoined his troops, in order to 
execute theſe orders; which were ſaid to be ſo 
poſitive, that he would have been obliged to 
follow us all the way into Sileſia; but we ſaved 
him the trouble of ſo long a march; he did not 
go near ſo far to be beat. 


It is however true, that this was not his fault, 
His diſpoſitions for the battle were very good ; 
and with regard to his perſonal behaviour, all the 
army bears him teſtimony, that he gave authen- 
tic proofs of uncommon valour. 


Monſieur the Marſhal de BeHeifle ſet out on 
the 5th for Dreſden. On taking leave, he ſaid, 
he would make the Saxon troops march in ff- 
teen days at fartheſt ; and that about the end of 
the month, the army at Piſeck would be above 
forty thouſand ſtrong. We were ſurprized, 
that neither the Marſhal, nor any officer of his 


retinue, went to view the field of battle at Cho- 


. touktz, 
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touſitz, which is not above two hours eaſy riding 
from our camp. Could it be for want of curio- 
ſity, or for want of eſteem for an action, in 


the glory of which the French nation had no 
ſhare? 


I conclude my letter with the departure of 
this great man, who, notwithſtanding all the 
ſatire with which he is pelted at Paris, ſeems to 
me extremely deſerving of the praiſes beſtowed 


upon him by men of ſenſe. He applies with 


great care and aſſiduity to the various functions 
of his office, with regard both to military and 

olitical affairs, and is by no means to be 
blamed, becauſe his deſtiny hath placed him in 
ſuch times, and in ſuch perplexing circumſtances, 
as did not admit of his being equally and entire- 
ly ſucceſsful. 
From the Camp at Routtenberg, 


this 5th of June, 17 42. I am, &c. 


L ETI TER XY. 


N the 6th a trumpet arrived from the Prince 

of Lorraine, to demand ſome ſervants of his 
officers, who had deſerted, after having robbed 
their maſters. He reported, that he had left the 
army at Sobieſlau, and that it might poflibly 
march againſt the French. At the ſame time a 
deſerter, who pretended to have left the army a 
day later than the former, reported, that it was 
marching back from Sobieſlau towards Heiligen- 
creutz, near Teutſchbrod ; but as he maintained 
that this march, of eight long Bohemian miles, 
was to be performed in one day, nobody would 
give credit to him. The King, however, that no- 
thing 
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thing might be neglected, ſent General Brouni- 
kowſky, with ſix hundred Huſlars. towards Haber, 
and ſtill lower towards Teutſchbrod, to get the 
beſt information of the matter that was poſſible, 
He returned on the 7th, and reported, that, not 
being able to get into Haber, on account of a 
large detachment of the enemv, who had juſt 
taken poſſeſſion of it, he had marched further, and 
been informed that, in fact, there was only a part 
of the army at Heiligencreutz, and the reſt were 
ſaid to be on their march towards Moravia, This 
account ſeemed by no means to be exact, eſpeci- 
ally as one of our trumpets, who, in his return 
from the Prince of Lorraine had paſſed through 
Huber, reported, that he did not ſee in that place 
one living foul of the enemy's army. 


On the 7th arrived an officer from the army in 
Silefia, who brought advice, that the mountains, 
both of Sileſia and Moravia, were ſtill full of 
Hungarians and Croats ; that they had made at- 
tempts upon Warta and Braunau, but had been 
repulſed with great loſs; that Captain Malakow- 
ſky, having come up with a party of three hun- 
dred horſe, had killed fifty- ſix of them, and made 
the reſt priſoners: that Lieutenant Colonel De- 
Witz, of the regiment of Brounikowſky, had, in 
like manner, ſurprized eight hundred peaſants. 
and Wallachians in the county of Glatz ; that he 
had put a great number to the ſword, taken ſome 
priſoners, and diſperſed the reſt of this great gang 
of robbers. But after all, that cian is like the 
Hydra, the more of its heads you cut off, the 
more grow up in their ſtead. 


On the 8th we learned, by our parties and 
ſpies, that the deſerter lately mentioned defigned 


to 
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to impoſe upon us, and that at Teutſch- 


brod, there were only a few hundreds of 
Huſſars, employed in conveying ſome forage to 
their army at Sobieflau, which was preparing 
to turn towards Tayn upon the Moldau. In 
effect, upon the qth Lieutenant Colonel Baron 
de Willich, who was ſtill in the French army, 
ſent the King advice, that the Auſtrians, having 
paſſed the Moldau at Tayn, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Frauenberg, the French had been 
forced to abandon their camp at Protewin, and 
to take ſhelter behind Piſeck. Marſhal Broglio 
wrote his Majeſty to the ſame purpoſe, and aſ- 
ſured him, that he would reſolutely wait there 
for the enemy. 


The King ſent orders to Prince Thierri in Si- 
leſia, to bring him from thence eight battalions 
and twenty ſquadrons, the ſooner the better. 


We have ſeen, ſome days ago, the Auſtrian 
account of the battle of Czaſlau. It is not poſſi- 
ble to carry the humour of falſifying facts to 
ſuch a pitch; therefore I chuſe rather to believe 
their account to be forgery, than to perſuade 
myſelf that they are capable of ſpreading ſeriouſly 
fuch unaccountable ſtories, 


On the 12th, Lieutenant Colonel Willich re- 
ported, that the French had evacuated Pileck, 
and taken poſt behind Beraun, about two miles 
from Prague. The loſs they have lately ſuſtained 
of their military cheſt and magazines, is ſaid to 


amount to three millions of livres; that is, to 


ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand German 
CrOWns. | 
The 
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The ſame evening arrived Monſieur de Mor- 
taigne ; he told us, he had left the Marſhal Duke 
de Belleiſle at Drefden, very much diſlatished 
with the Count de Broglio's conduct ; but that 
the Saxons would ſoon march, to reinforce his 
army ; that it was feared, the enemy might at- 
tempt, with the Imperial and auxiliary troops, to 
incloſe Monſieur Harcourt, and on that account 
the Duke de Belleifle had ſent notice to Monſieur 
d'Harcourt, to repair to the neighbourhood of 
Amberg, not only for his own ſafety, but alſo 
to facilitate the junction of his recruits, and the 
other reinforcements that are upon their march. 


By ſeveral advices the French are till retreat- 


ing, and are by this time at the gates of Prague. 


It is pretended, that they are purſued by Huſſars 
and light troops only. 


Lieutenant Colonel Willich ſet, out upon his 
return in the night between the 14th and 15th. 
The French are under the cannon of Prague. 
It is believed in their army, that the Auſtrians 
have already paſſed the Beraun, and may be up 
with them in twenty-four hours, Yet we have 
learnt by the return of a trumpet, that had 
been diſpatched to the Prince of Lorraine, about 
ſome dikculties with reſpect to the exchange of 
priſoners, that that Prince's army was ſtill at 
Przibram on the 15th, and was to march from 
thence to Pilſen, which is thirteen German miles 
from Prague; ſo that, in fact, the rear of Marſhal 
Broglio's army hath been harraſſed by light troops 
only. Lieutenant Colonel de Willich, who was 
an eye-witneſs of the Marſhal's retreat, owns, 
that it was rather too precipitate, and that the 
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loſs he had ſuſtained in his troops, amounts at 
leaſt, to two thouſand men. 


A few days ago Captain Sydow returned from 
Breſlau. He had been ſent with a letter from the 
King to his Miniſter Count Podewils. Upon 
this it has been whiſpered, that a certain negocia- 
tion, with reſpect to a ſeparate peace, may have 
had a happy iſſue. It is, beſides, imagined, from 


the frequent meſſages ſent to the Auſtrian army, 


that ſome matters of importance are upon the 
carpet; but hitherto no particulars have tranſ- 
pired. However, Monſieur de Valory hath left 
us a little abruptly, and ſet out for Prague. 


To day, the 17th, we begin to talk a little 
more poſitively, It is ſaid, that our peace is 
made, under the mediation and guarantee of 
England, and that we are ſoon to leave Bohemia. 
The thing is not yet quite publick ; but it is 
certain, that the Gens-d'Armes march to- morrow ; 
that the two battalions of guards, thoſe of Roe- 
der and of Flantz, have received the ſame orders, 
and every thing is getting ready for our return 
homewards. This, to me, ſeems ſufficient to in- 
ſpire us with the hopes of enjoying ſome repoſe, 
after a ſevere campaign of between nineteen and 
twenty months, the greateſt part of our regiments 
having been conſtantly in motion ever ſince the 
beginning of the war. 


Monſieur de Valory is returned from Prague, 
as ſuddenly as he went. He ſeemed ſurprized to 
find us in readineſs to depart ; and when he came 
out from a private audience of the King, every 
body imagined they obſerved in his countenance 
ſomething of an air of diſſatisfaction. 

From ihe camp at Routtenberg, 13 
June 18, 1742. 
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I Told you in my laſt, that Monſieur de Valory, 


when he came out from the King, ſeemed to 
be a little diſſatisfied; he continued in this way 
two days, during which he never appeared at our 
Head-quarters. This morning he appeared 
again, with a little of his uſual good humour, 
and dined with his Majeſty ; matters, however, 
ſeem to go on in the ſame track, without any to- 
kens of change. Our regiments continue to 
file off towards Brandenbourg and Sileſia, The 
army reſembles a roſary of beads, gently ſlipping off 
one after another, and in a ſhort time, nothing 
will remain in the beautiful camp of Koutten- 
berg, but the remembrance that we were once 
in it, which will not be extremely agreeable to 
the inhabitants. Let an enemy obſerve ever fo 
good order, his neighbourhood is never pleafing. 


A great many particulars are talked of with re- 
gard to our peace, and, among others, that certain 
advantages have been ſtipulated for the Emperor 
and the King of Poland; if theſe are proportioned 
to the ſucceſs of their arms, they will be of no 
great ſervice to them. As for France, ſhe will 
find, in proper time and place, and that juſtly, 
means to make herſelf amends for her trouble and 
expence. 


To conclude, this day, the 22d of June, peace 
was proclaimed in the camp, with the found of 
trumpets and kettle-druams. Monſteur de Ro- 
chow, the Saxon General, arrived when the ſo— 
lemnity was juſt going to begin. I ſaw him go 
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into a tent when the muſick ſtruck up in the 


King's quarters, and he did not appear again till 
the ceremony was over. ; 


Some would purſuade us, that the news of 
the peace occaſioned the greateſt joy at Vienna, 


and in the Queen's army, God knows whe- 
ther it be ſincere. 


On the 24th, we had advice, by a man who 
had been upon the ſpot, that the Auſtrian army 
was marching with great expedition towards 
Prague; that it conſiſted of thirty thouſand 
fighting men, and a train of forty eight pieces of 
artillery, including field pieces and batiering 
cannon, If the French ftand their ground 
with reſolution, as I doubt not but they will, 
we may expect either a notable battle, or a long 
and bloody ſiege of a town, which, by the 
ſtrength of its fortifications, conſiſting of eigh- 
teen baſtions, and a garriſon twenty thouſand 
ftrong, is able to make a glorious reſiſtance ; 
eſpecially as, by the confeſſion of the French 
themſelves, they are in no want of proviſions 
or ammunition. But if, contrary to all proba- 
bility, Monſieur de Broglio ſhould think pro- 
per to capitulate, his ſtory may almoſt paſs for 
the ſecond part of the Adventures of the Duke 
of Eiſenach, who, being ſhut up in an iſland of 
the Rhine, near Straſbourgh, in the year 1677, 
was obliged to capitulate for his whole army, 
and could not get out himſelf but under the 
conduct of a trumpet and a bare paſſport, which 
Monſieur de Crequi thought proper to grant 
him, in order to his return to Germany. 


On the 25th, we departed from the neigh- 
bourhood of Kouttenberg with the remainder of 
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our troops, leaving four companies of grenadiers 
to guard our hoſpitals. The cavalry took 
its rout over the eminences of Podharzan, to- 
wards Pardoubitz, with a view to paſs the Elbe 
there; and the King, with ſeven battalions and 
ten ſquadrons, paſled the river at New-Collin, 
and encamped, for the laſt time, on the further 


fide of it, 


On the 26th, the regiments ſeparated, to 
take their routs to their reſpective quarters; and 
his Majeſty, attended by the Princes his bro- 
thers, the Margrave William, Prnce Ferdi- 
nand of Brunſwick, and a part of his retinue, 
repaired to Kœnigſgrætz. Having paſſed a night 
there, he ſet out at three o'clock next morning, 
and arrived about the ſame hour after noon 
at Glatz. The journey was fatiguing on ac- 
count of the badneſs of the roads, and the prof. 
pect from time to time very diſpleaſing; for we 
ſaw between Lewin and Reinarts, which are 
but a ſhort league from one another, eleven bo- 
dies hanging on gibbets, which, beſide the diſ- 
agreeableneſs of the ſight, had alſo a moſt 
ſhocking ſmell. "Theſe had been robbers upon 
the highway, who, under colour of the war, had 


plundered and murdered a vaſt number of people 
on that road, 


The King went after dinner to ſee the forti- 
fications of the Caſtle, The good opinion I had 
conceived of it, when I paſted that way in the 
month of january, was juſt with reſpect to its out- 
works, and the fortifications of the body of the 
place. But the place itſelf is by no means an- 
ſwerable to its out-works ; it is too narrow, and 
too much crouded with houſes, many of which 


are 
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are not proof againſt fire; ſo that a garriſon 
could not hold it, if the leaft fire ſhould happen 
in it, or bombs be thrown into it. His Majeſty 
has now applied a remedy to theſe inconve- 
niencies, and ordered all the neceſſary altera- 


tions to be made therein, and eſpecially good 


caſemates to be built. At praſent, however, the 
new fortifications are barely begun, and the old 
much damaged. But one may ſee by the con- 
{ſtruction of the former, and the reparations of 
the latter, that the Commandant, notwith- 
ſtanding his good inclination, was in want of 
neceſſaries for the execution of his plan. After 
all, to do him juſtice, he hath taken a great 
deal of pains; and if we had been forced to be- 
fi-ge it in form, it might poſſibly have coſt us a 
great many men; we therefore choſe the pro- 
pereſt courſe, that is, to reduce it by famine, 
and this will always be the beſt method to get 
the better of ſuch a place. In the weakeſt 
place the Commandant had made mines and 
chambers. But the ground, though ſtony, is ſo 
moiſt, that if they had been loaded the powder 
would ſoon have been entirely ſpoiled, and un- 
capable of taking fire. There is nothing re- 
markable in the town, except the Jeſuits church, 
where we ſaw the Madona, that the King had 
taken care to cloathe. 


There are ſtil! in the county of Glatz, about 
Habelſwerd and Mittelwald, ſome hundreds of 
Hungarians, who make ſome difficulty of eva- 
cuating the country, on pretence of ſome con- 
tributions being ſtill unpaid. "The King has 
ſent notice of this to General Feſtetitz, Com- 
mander in Chief of the troops ſcattered in the 
mountains, and made intimation to him, that, 
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if any diſorders ſhould happen, or his Majeſty, 
by that means ſhould find himſelf neceſſitated to 
leave ſome troops in Bohemia, to make repriſals, 
the General muſt anſwer for it to the Queen 
his miſtreſs. And indeed we are told, that 
ſome regiments have aCtually received orders to 
halt till further advice. But in all probability 
this little miſunderſtanding will not laſt long, 

From Glatz, this 28th of 

Juh, 1742. 


Jam, &c. 


LF TIER & YH, 


EN ERA Feſtetitz having returned an- 

ſwer, on the 28th at night, that he would 
conform himſelf to his Majeſty's pleaſure, the 
regiments were ordered to continue their 
march, and we ſet out on the 29th for Neiſſe, 
where we arrived that ſame days having only 
ſeven ſhort leagues to travel. Neiſſe is a town 
of moderate ſize, ſtanding on the confluence of 
the rivers Neifle and Byla, the latter whereof 
paſles through the city before it joins the for- 
mer. There are ſeveral beaurifel houſes here; 
but the {trects are irregularly laid out, and ver 
dirty. The epiſcopal palace is a large building, 
and would perfectly reſemble a caſtle, if it did 
not ſtand in a little, narrow, crooked, and ve- 
ry dark ſtreet. Among the churches, that of 
the Holy Sepulchre, or rather of the Canons of 


that Order, holds the firſt rank, with regard to 


beauty ; it may be called a very neat piece of 
modern architecture. The painting of the 
cieling is not amiſs; the pillars and pilaſters, 
which are of a beautiful factitious marble, the 
pulpit, the great altar, its tabernacle, and the 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral little oratories diſperſed in the church, 
taken all together, make a whole elegantly diſ- 
poſed, that affords an agreeable view. The 
1 Sepulchre, an exact copy of the original 


in Palæſtine, is in the corner next the great 
door of the church, and adorns it with the 
greateſt luſtre, in the opinion of good Roman 
Catholicks. 


I had been told, that theſe Canons were a 
branch of the Knights of St. John of Jeruſalem ; 
but upon inquiry, I found that they are of an 
Order quite different, which pretends to derive 
its inſtitution from the Apoſtle St. James the 
younger. The Gentlemen Canons ſeem even 
to be offended with thoſe, who would confound 
them «ith a ſecular and military order, and they 
are ſo prepoſſeſſed with a notion of the ſuperio- 
rity of their own merit, that they diſdain any 
relation to thoſe honeſt folks, as an alliance 
that would difhonour them. They have printed 
a wretched pamphlet, on the origin and hiſ- 
tory of their Order; which is nothing but a 
{ſtring of falſe miracles, and childiſh tradi- 
tions, 


The new fortifications, which the King is 
adding to the old, are admirable. Among other 
works, according to the plan, there will be an 
advanced ditch, forty toiſes broad, from ten 
to twelve, and in * Jon places fourteen foot 
deep. ; 


It will be filled with water from the Byla; 


but as that river might be turned and thrown 


into the Neiſſe above the town, means haye 


been found to make a dyke, with fluices, acroſs 
the 


8d 


ä 


{ 
| 
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the Neiſſe itſelf, whereby the water will be 
made to run back into the ditch. This dyke 
with its ſluices will be encloſed within the fortifica- 
tions, ſo that the beſiegers cannot render them 
uſeleſs, unleſs they make themſelves maſters of 


the works that cover them, which will be a mat- 
ter of no ſmall difficulty. 


I obſerved here a thing that was new to me, 
as I had never ſeen it before. The Byla, before 
it comes into the town, is conveyed over the 
ditches thereof; its bed is between ſeven and 
eight foot higher than the ſurface of the water in 
the ditch, and runs over it in a canal of wood, 
ſupported by piles. 'The ground alſo through 
which it runs, in the neighbourhood of this 
town, 1s from three to four foot lower than the 
: bed of the river, and the banks of the latter are 
ſo thin, that they may be cut through in a mo- 

ment, and a very conſiderable inundation made 
in leſs than half an hour's time. 


On the 2d of July the King went to Brieg; 
this town ſeemed to me not fo large as Neiſſe, 
but more pleaſant, and the inhabitants have the 
appearance of greater frankneſs and contentment 
than the people we have juſt left. Over the gate 
of the caſtle are till to be ſeen the arms of the 
| houſe of Brandenbourg, and, if I do not miſtake, 
the ſame arms are alſo on the front of the arſenal, 
which, * the bye, is a place of no great amport- 

ance. The King has actually begun the forti- 
fications of the place, and given orders for re- 
building the ſuburbs. N 


I went that ſame day to ſee the field of the fa- 
mous battle of Wen, and had the marches 


and 
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and the different poſitions and motions of the 
two armies explained to me. It is a beautiful 
plain, much fitter ſor cavalry to engage in, 
than that of Chotouſitz. ü 


On the 3d we went to Breſlau, where the 
King, with all his retinue, lodged in ſome gar- 
dens of the ſuburb St. Maurice, on the road to 
Ohlau. Breſlau is, as you know, a large city, 
but I cannot give it the epithet of beautiful, If 
it has an air of greatneſs, it owes it entirely to 
the gentry, who often come to live there, and to 
the vaſt number of people whom trade invites. Not 
but that there are ſome beautiful ſpots in it, ſuch 
as the great ſquare called the Ring, and ſome other 
places; but, in general, the ſtreets arc ſo narrow, 
and the pavements, as well as the houſes, in ſuch 
bad repair, that the little good architecture you 
find in it cannot make amends for all its other 
diſadvantages. 


The country round it, on the other hand, is 
"extremely beautiful and charming ; and if the 
riches of the inhabitants of Breſlau be taken into 
the account, we may afhrm it to be one of the 
principal cities of Germany. 


We found in it a great number of the principal 
people of faſhion, who make a agen hgure there. 
The ladies are handſome, live 5 a little inclined 
to gallantry, and conſequently quite ſociable. 
Aſſemblies are kept there in the ſame manner as 
at Olmutz ; that is, _ may go to them, dance, 
loſe your money at play, and be very poorly en- 
tertained, for a ducat a head, 


On the 5th, there was a numerous N 0 
at the palace of his Eminence the Cardinal, 
| | Biſhop 


0 
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Biſhop of Breſlau, Count Sinzendorff, which his 
Majeſty honoured with his preſence. The Car- 
dinal is a man of about forty years of age, but 
extremely diſtreſſed by the gout, which has been 
in poſſeſhon of his body ſince his eighteenth year, 
and hath deprived him of the uſe of his limbs in 
ſuch a manner, that he muſt always be carried, or 
drawn, from one place to another. It is a great 
pity, for that Nobleman ſeems to be made for ſo- 
ciety; he has a great deal of wit, ſweetneſs of 
temper, and politeneſs, with a wonderful eaſe 
of expreſſion; he enlivens, with his happy turns, 
every ſubject he treats of; and though he be one 
of the greateſt talkers I know, yet nobody is ever 
tired of hearing him. I do not know whether he 
be as profound a divine, as he is a well bred man 
hitherto he hath made no eftorts to ſhew his abili- 
ties in that way: But I may ſuppoſe, with moral 
certainty, that he could never heve riſen to ſuch 
an eminent ſtation, if he had not been poſſeſſed 
of all the qualities neceſlary for that dignity. In 
ſhort, it muſt be allowed, that he is a moſt amiable 
Nobleman, and perfectly worthy of the eſteem and 
reſpect which the generality of mankind ſheyy 
him. 


On the 7th, his Eminence gave the King's 
brothers a grand ball, accompanied with a mag— 
nificent entertainment. The King was preſent at 


the ball, but did not ſtay ſupper, 


Next day, the 8th, his Eminence regalcd 
us with a very different fort of entertainment ; he 
preached before his Majeſty, and took for the 
ſubject of his ſermon the ſtory of the Samaritan 
woman, who met our Saviour at Jacob's well, 
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and particularly the words which our Lord ſpoke 
to her in the 23d verſe of the xivth chapter of St. 
Matthew. His diſcourſe was very laconic, and 
in general turned upon that charity and obedience 
which ought to accompany all our actions; but 
my Lord Cardinal very artfully introduced this 
obſervation, that we were doubly happy, when, 
in the love of our neighbour and obedience to our 
ſuperiors, we met with objects, who, by the 
ſuperiority of their talents and their merits, na- 
turally obliged us to love and revere them. 


After ſermon, the young Abbe Count Shaft- 
gotſch, who, among other benefices, enjoys the 
prerogative of being a mitred Prelate, celebrated 
Maſs in Pontifcalibus ; it was ſung by fine voices, 
and very well performed. - 


There is at Breſlau a large and beautiful College 
of Jeſuits, and ſeveral fine churches, where the 
lovers of antiquity and painting may find a great 
deal of amuſement. The Library of the Proteſtant 
church of St. Elizabeth contains a vaſt number of 
books, and ſome very rare manuſcripts. 


I ſay nothing to you concerning the form of 
government in this city: It ſubmits in every re- 
ſpect to the laws of its conqueror. 


As to the fortifications, they conſiſt of a plain 
wall, flanked with baſtions, with a ditch pretty 
broad, but not deep, and filled with ſtanding 
water. It is ſaid that his Majeſty intends to have 
a large intrenchment drawn round it ; but that 
matter is not yet quite ſettled. 

Count 
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Count Schmettow, Great Maſter of the Ord- 
nance, is come hither to make his report to the 
King, with regard to his journey to Francfort. 
The Emperor has gratified him with the dignity 
of a Count, and a gold caſe of mathematical in- 
ſtruments, made of the fame metal. He aflures us, 
that he ſaw an authentic liſt of Prince Charles of 
Lorraine's army, dated the 27th of May, by 
which his loſs, at the battle of Chotouſitz, 
amounts to ten thouſand men. 


On the ꝙth we arrived at Great Glogau, a town 
of middle ſize, {landing on the banks of the Oder, 
in a fat and fruitful ſoil. It did not ſeem to be 
very beautiful on the inſide, and the caſtle is no 
great matter, tho' the furniture of it is tolerably 
good; but the avenucs on the other fide of the 
river preſent the moſt magnificent landſcape you 
can well conceive. The fortifications there are 
of a particular form. The body of the place on- 
ly has a ditch round it; the ravelines, lunettes, 
counter-guards, and other outworks, are all of a 
piece with the covered way, and, inſtead of dit- 
ches, have glacis within them, which, it is pre- 
tended, are more convenient for ſallies than 
ditches, The ravelins have intrenchments with- 
in them in the form of tenaillons. I ſaw the 
three attacks, by which Prince Leopold of An- 
halt ſurprized this place; though, at that time, 
the greateſt part of the works were not faced with 
ſtone, and the ſlope of the baſtion called Wolff's- 
graben was ſo great, that cavalry might have 
got over it. However, I am of opinion, that 
the Governor, with alittle more viligance, might 
have rendered that cnterprize very doubtful, eſ- 
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pecially as the garriſon at that time conſiſted of 
twelve hundred regular troops: but I will not 
enlarge upon this ſubject, as you are well 
acquainted with the circumſtances of that affair. 


On the 11th we went from Great Glogau to 
Franckfort on the Oder, and on the 12th about 
noon the King arrived at Berlin, to the great 
joy of the Royal Family, and with the acclama- 
tions of his faithful ſubjects. 

From Berlin, July 


18, 1742. Jam, &c. 
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Y OU defire me to clear up ſome points 
with reſpect to our late victory : 


1ſt. Whether this battle was an accidental blow, 
and, ſo to ſpeak, a fort of chance-medley, with- 
out being thought of before hand by either ſide, as 
is ſaid where you are? 


2dly. Whether it be true, that the order of 


battle, with regard to the ground, was none of 
the belt ? | 


3dly. Whether it can be ſaid, that the infan- 
try alone heat the enemy, as your friend, the 
modern Folard, hath written you ? 


As to the firſt and third articles, I ſhall anſwer, 
without reſpect of perſons, what I take to be true 


and reaſonable; but with regard to the ſecond, 


which concerns the order of battle, I thall com- 
municate to you only the ſentiments of ſome 
| con- 
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connoiſſeurs, without adding my own, which 
would be of no great weight. : 


It was ſaid in our army, as well as with you, 
that the Prince of Lorraine intended no more than 
to gain ſome marches upon us, in order to get 
to Prague; and the King having advanced to- 
wards Kouttenberg to interrupt his paſſage, this 
diverſity of deſigns had occaſioned the battle. 


Theſe, however, were only common reports, 
ſpread by ſome people, who imagine they can at 
once account for every thing ; but which thole 
who underſtand the art of war, diſcover at hrit 
glance to be idle and ill grounded ſurmiſes; as they 
cannot imagine that Prince Charles's march 
could poſſibly have any other deſign but that of 
giving us battle, | 


And, indeed, what could that Prince have 
gained by concealing from us his march towards 
the city of Prague? Was he ſure he could take it 
by ſtorm as ſoon as he arrived? I believe not; 
and he was {till lefs capable of laying ſiege to it, 
being in want of artillery, and other parts of 
the apparatus neceſſary for ſuch enterprizes. 


But ſuppoſing he had had every thing that was 
neceſſary on ſuch an occaſion, can it be imagined 
that a 2 of good ſenſe would have left us 
in his rear, with an army almoſt as numerous as 
his own; and, if I may ſay fo, a better one? Nay, 
an army which, beſides that advantage, might be 
increaſed at our pleaſure, by reinforcements drawn 
from Sileſia, as it actually was a few days after 
the battle! 
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It is, therefore, evident, that thePrince of Lor- 
raine had no other deſign but that of giving us 
battle, and thereby putting it out of our power 
to interrupt the operations he had projected 
againſt the Marechal de Broglio. A deſign, which 
afterwards appeared very plain, when the Queen 
of Hungary, upon the loſs of the battle, made 
haſte to conclude a peace with the King, that 


ſhe might unite her whole force againſt the 
French, and ruin them. 


The King, on his ſide, being well appriſed of 
Prince Charles's intentions, had a mind to ſave 
him part of his march, and to gain the plain of 
Czeaſl iu, that he might fight him there, with the 
vreater advantage. So that it was by no means 
a matter of chance, or an accident unforeſcen, 
but a deſian well concerted on both ſides. 


It is true, the King, by puſhing his van-guard 


beyond Czaſlau, as far as Kouttenberg, ſeemed, 
ly removing from the body of his army, not to 
expect a battle ſo ſoon: but, as Prince Leopold 
had poſitive orders to follow him next day, and 


as by one ſingle march he could join the vanguard, 


and as the enemy, marching ſlowly through a 
broken country, had it not in his power to pre- 
vent us, his Majeſty had all the time neceſſary for 
drawing his army together; ny as the 
town of Kouttenberg was no further diſtant from 
Prince Leopold's camp than two ſhort hours 
march, through a plain country, without any 
defiles to paſs; an advantage which alſo prevail- 
cd with the King not to fatigue his trocps with a 
niarch by night to reinforce us, but to wait for 
broad day-light. | 

The 


* 
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The Prince of Lorraine, in the mean time, 
degan his march * early in the morning, in 
our columns, two of cavalry on the wings, and 
two of infantry in the center. A part of his 
JHuffars preceded the whole, in order to ſkirmiſh ;. 
the reſt of them, and the irregular foot, march- 
Zed in the rear, by way of reſerve. He ſet out 
0 from his camp at Renow the night before, with 
ip deſign, perhaps, to ſurprize us by break of day; 
but the hollow ways, the little moraſſes and gul- 
1 Hues, of which this plain is full, protracted his: 
march, eſpecially that of his right wing, which 


3g | wanted room to form, and more particularly the 


T cavalry thereof, which was never drawn up in 
: very good order. 


In his approach to us, he had Czaſlau on his 
Alete and when he formed his line, he had it in his 
rear, ſo that this wing of cavalry, ſtretching a 
G creat way beyond the town, was quite uſclels,. 
1 and left a conſiderable ſpace of empty ground be- 
tween it and the lake of Circkwitz. The right 
| wing of his infantry had in front the village of 
than and the cavalry was oppoſite to our 
left, but under great diſadvantages for acting, or 
4 charging with vigour, on account of the ditches, 
gullies, and hollows that abounded all along the 
| front, as far as the park of Sehouſitz. 


G, . 


Prince Leopold drew up our army upon the 
7 x fame principle, the cavalry, equally divided, being 
on the two wings; with this difference, that our 
| 9 night was, in ſome meaſure, covered by the lake 
of Circkwitz, and our left by the park aforeſaid; 

| whereby they had this advantage over, thoſe of 
dhe enemy, that they could not be flanked. 


Xs 
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However, in the opinion of fome officers © N 
great experience, neither of theſe orders of batt): 1 
were quite agreeable to rules, or rather, were 
both quite improper on the preſent occaſion ; 1 
and if we conſider the reaſons they give for their f 


opinion, we ſhall find it a difficult matter to 
avoid ſubmitting to them. f 


N 


ls it then abſolutely and indiſpenſibly neceſſary, 

ſay theſe criticks, to go always the common} 
road? Does the rule, of dividing the cavalry be. 
tween the rwo wings, admit of no exception, 
whatever circumſtances may require. Certainly® 
we ſhould commit a groſs blunder, if we applied 
this principle of Tactics on all occaſions, and eſ- 
pecially on thoſe where it would do more hurt 
than good. Yet the two Generals, who com-“ 
manded the Pruſſians and the Auſtrians, fell bons 
into this miſtake, and the former was ſtil] more 
in the wrong than the other. For the former, 15 
being maſter of the ground before the battle, 
ouzht to have examined it carefully, and have 


ſuited his dif] poſition to it; whereas Prince Charles 
made his diſpoſitions after he ſaw us in poſſe 


IF 


ſion of the plain, and when he had not time to 
reconnoitre its ſituation. But this excuſes him 
only in part. He ought to have had in his army 
a good many officers who were acquainted with | 
thoſe places: But what do I ſay? he actually had Y 
with him a General Officer, who was a proprietor 
of lands in that place, and conſequently was ſuf- i 
ficiently acquainted with the ſituation of it, if he 15 
had been pleaſed to think of him. 


In this, then, conſiſted the fault which is com- 1 
mon to both the Generals; viz. in having poſtcd | 
their cavalry ſo as to render it uſeleſs, Ie 1 hath | 


areas 
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already been obſerved, that the ground before 
our left was very much embarraſſed, and by no 
means proper for the operations of cavalry ; fo 
that the right wing of the Auſtrians could not 
come at us, without breaking its order in paſſing 
the defiles, and we could not advance to it, with- 
out expoſing ourſelves to the ſame inconvenience. 


The criticks make this circumſtance the foun- 
dation of their reaſonings, and pretend, that the 
Pruſſian General ought to have placed infan- 
try in that poſt, and extended it to the park of 
Sehouſitz, which, being incloſed with a wall, 
would have covered them, and kept the enemy's. 
cavalry from attacking them any where but in 
front, which would not have been an eaſy matter, 
for the reaſons above aſſigned. He might, more- 
over, have ſupported that infantry,drawn up in one 
lingle line, by ten or twelve ſquadrons of dra- 
goons, which would have been more than ſuffi- 
cient for this purpoſe. This diſpoſition would 
have allowed him to ſtrengthen his right wing 


with fifteen or twenty ſquadrons, which would 


have made it ſuperior to Prince Charles's left, at 
leaſt by ten ſquadrons. It is ſo much the more 
probable, that, with this additional weight, the 
left wing of the enemy would have been beat and 
put to flight, as it is evident it was actually 
broken by the firſt aſſault of our firſt line, tho? 
not very ſtrong, nor fo cloſe and compact as it 
ought to have been; for, to. mention it only. by 
the bye, our extreme attention to ſtretch our line. 
beyond that of the enemy induced us to make 
the diſtances between our ſquadrons too great. 
Now this circumſtance being a well known fact, 
have we not a right to ſuppole, that the enemy's 
— F 6 cavalry 
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cavalry being once broke, it would have been an 
eaſy matter to drive them a great way off, by 
means of our firſt line, and to turn with the 
ſecond upon the enemy's infantry, already em- 
barraſſed and diſordered by the firſt ſhock, which 
muſt have immediately ſecured the victory? 
This reaſoning becomes il more plauſible, when 
we conſider, that a great many of the Auſtrian 
ſquadrons, after having been once routed, never 
returned to the charge, neither together nor a- 
part; that about the end of the battle, there were 
not in all that wing above fourteen or fifteen 
| ſquadrons, which remained ſpectators of the 


rout of their infantry; and that a part of that 


infantry was put into ſuch confuſion as never to 
ſhew themſelves again, which obliged the General 
abſolutely to decline the attack there, and exert 
his utmoſt efforts againſt our left. 


The natural conſequence of all this is, that if the 
firſt attack had been ſupported, it could not have 
failed to produce a total defeat of that whole wing 
of the Auſtrians, both cavalry and infantry, 
which muſt have infallibly drawn after it all the. 
reſt, But our right wing being inferior in cavalry, 
and the ſpaces betwixt our ſquadrons too wide, 


and 1 in conſequence of this, in danger of. 


being flanked, very ſoon loſt the advantage 
gained by its firſt Pu and could not complete 
what it had ſo happily begun. 


As for our left wing, thoſe criticks think the 
diſpoſition thereof ſtill more defective. Who- 
ever has ſeen, continue they, the field of battle, 
muſt have obſerved, that from the rivulet, which 
runs on the left of Chotouſitz, and forms a 1 
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iſland near that village, to the park of Sehouſitz, 
the ground, as has been already obſerved, is very 
impracticable, and full of embarraſſments for ca- 


valry, but very advantageous for infantry, who 


could. be poſted in it, in order to keep in awe 
a wing of cavalry, and wholly prevent its opera- 
tions. 


This ſpot of ground not being very extenſive, 
and there being occaſion only for one ſingle line 
of infantry, a few battalions would have filled 
the line, and fifteen ſquadrons in the ſecond line 
would have been ſufficient to tupport them. Nay, 
it is ſuppoſed that ten ſquadrons would have been 
enough, the difficulty which the Auſtrian cavalry 
muſt have found in approaching us on that fide, 
being ſo great, that they could not march in 
one front above a hundred paces together, with- 
out filing of every moment, and therefore muſt 
have been expoled to a very terrible fire, 


The event ſeems to juſtify this ſuppoſition, 
For on the one hand, our ſquadrons of the firſt 
line attempting to advance, either to get into a 
line with the infantry, or to attack the enemy, 
(a motion, which perhaps was made improperly, ) 
they were obliged immediately to file off, and 
break, which had this bad effect, that, notwith- 
ſtanding their brave attack, they were put into 
diſorder, and not having room enough behind 
them, to form again into a line, they were re- 
duced to the neceſſity of forcing their way, in the 
beſt manner they could, through the enemy's 


two lines, over the bellies of a troop of Croats, 


and through the fire of a good part of the infantry, 
whereby they loſt more than the third part of their 
number. On the other hand, if the ground had 
not been ſuch as I have deſcribed it, what could, 
| in 
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in that caſe, have kept the Auſtrian cavalry from 
puſhing their point, of falling upon the reminder 
of ours, putting them intirely to the rout, and 
forming themſelves upon our flank and rear ? 
Yet none of theſe things were attempted ; and 
the loſs ſuſtained afterwards by the regiment of 
Werdeck dragoons proceeded from their impru— 
dently venturing to engage, ſome in the village, 
a corner of which was, at that time, poſſeſſed by 
Pandours, and ſome in the hollow-ways, where 
ſome companies of the ming! 85 grenadiers had 


taken poſt, as you muſt have ſeen in my account 
of the battle. f 


It will be anſwered, without doubt, and with 
ſome appearance of reaſor, that the Auſtrian ca- 
valry had alſo ſuftered from the efforts of ours, 
and that ſeveral of their ſquadrons were put to 
flight; but ſtill, what was left entire ſeems to 
have been ſufficient to put ours entirely to the 
rout, and it is to be preſumed that they would in- 
fallibly have attempted it, if they had not met 


with real obſtacles, which they could not ſur- 
mount. 


With us, the misfortune that befel this wing 
of our cavalry is imputed to the negligence of a 
certain General Officer, who did not execute the 
order he had received, to poſt two battalions in 
the iſland formed by the little rivulet. But be- 
ſides that this General Officer abſolutely denies 
the fat, and that the pretended order was only 
verbal, and without witneſſes, which makes the 
proof of it a matter of ſome difficulty, it is alſo 
certain, that theſe. two battalions could be no ſup- 


port 
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port to the cavalry, after the latter found them- 
ſelves obliged to march forward. 


From all this the criticks conclude, that the 
diſpoſition of the army was indeed conformable 
to the general cuſtom, but improper in the pre- 
ſent caſe; and that therefore it ought to have been 
quite different. Their ſcheme is as follows: 
they place fifty ſquadrons of cavalry on the right 
wing, and the reſt on the left, that is, ten ſqua- 
drons to ſupport the line of infantry, which the 
would extend to the park of Schouſitz, behind 
the broken ground. As this wing, conſiſting of 
one ſingle line of infantry, ſupported by ten ſqua- 
drons, and covered by the park wall, could not 
be attacked in flank or rear, it ought to have 
ſerved as a center of motion to the whole army, 
which, beginning the battle by the right wing, in 
this caſe ſuperior by ten ſquadrons to Prince 
Charles's, muſt have overpowered it; and, falling 
upon his whole line of infantry, would have ſtill 
advanced, turning at the ſame time towards the 


left, while a ſufficient number of ſquadrons would 


have purſued the enemy, and prevented his ral] y- 
ing. On this plan we ſhould have had no occa- 
ſion for cavalry on our left wing; ten ſquadrons 
would have been ſufficient to ſupport it, and, even 
ſuppoſing the worſt, the infantry alone would 
have been able to keep the enemy's cavalry from 


advancing over ground fo untavourable to their 
Operations. 


It is again objected, that if Prince Charles, 
following the ſame method, had poſted the bulk 
of his cavalry on the left, the match would have 
been equal with regard to diſpoſition, and his 
wing greatly ſupertor to ours, 


But 


L. 


But our criticks anſwer, firſt, That Prince 
Charles did not do ſo, and that we might have 
obſerved this very plainly, if we had taken ſuf- 
cient notice; his march, and his proceeding in 
drawing up his army, being neither rapid nor ſe- 
cret; and ſecondly, he could not do it with ſuch 
ſecurity as we. His right wing, having nothing to 
cover it, would have been preſently attacked in 
fiank by our cavalry ; and the Prince, ſuppoſing 
we had had a whole wing ready to attack him, 
would have been guilty of a great fault if he had 
weakened his. This is what theſe Gentlemen 
ſay ; and if you maturely conſider their argu- 
ments, and all that happened Curing the battle, 


and at the concluſion of it, you will be qualified 
to decide the queſtion, 


With reſpeQ to the glory, which is aſcribed to 
the infantry, of having alone beat the enemy, I 
muſt tell you very plainly, that that is true in one 
ſenſe, and very falſe in another. It is true, if 
you conſider only the battle between the infantry 
on the one fide and on the other; for in this 
the cavalry had no ſhare, except that it leſſened a 
little the number of the enemy's foot, when put 
into diſorder, at the firſt charges. But ſince to 
beat one part, and to have nothing to do with the 
other, is not beating a whole army, I fee not 
how it can be ſaid, that the infantry alone 


performed all the exploits atchieved in this 
battle. | 


Take particular notice of what I am going to 
tell you, in as few words as I poſſibly can, and 
then decide the controverſy yourſelf. 


At the firſt charge of our right wing, the ca- 
valry of the enemy's firſt line was overthrown, and 
tho” 
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tho the ſecond re-eſtabliſhed their affairs, and 
ſtopt the progreſs of ours, yet ſeveral ſquadrons, 
and particularly the regiment of Olonna dragoons, 


left the field of battle, and returned no more: 
ſome battalions, imagining themſelves moſt ex- 


poſed, after this rout, imitated the ill example 
ſet them, and the confuſion among them 
came to be ſo great, that if our cavalry had ſup- 
ported their attack with the ſame vigour, the 


enemy, from that moment, muſt have been 


beat without reſource: But having flagged, and 


been repulſed by the ſecond line of the Auſtrians, 
the firſt advantage was quite loſt, and they re- 
treated in their turn; whence it happened, as is 
obſerved in the relation, that it was no longer a 
battle of wing againſt wing, buta ſort of ſkirmiſh, 


= ſo to ſpeak, between ſome detached ſquadrons, 
: with various ſucceſs, and by no means deciſive. 
| However, as ours were not every where beat, 


but beat alſo in their turn, the number of the 


7 enemy's ſquadrons diminiſhed ſo conſiderably, 


that out of forty that were on that wing, at the 


beginning of the battle, we ſaw only thirteen or 


fifteen, when they made their retreat. You may 


; ſee, by this circumſtance, that ſuch a ſmall num- 


ber of ſquadrons were not able to puſh ours very 


far, and ſtill leſs to fall back upon our infantry; be- 
cauſe, beſides the reſiſtance they muſt have met 


with there, our cavalry might have recovered from 
their ſurprize, and returned to the charge. They 
did therefore as much as could be expected, by 


keeping them in awe, and one cannot eaſily compre- 


hend, how they ſucceeded even in this, unleſs he 


£ | | ſuppoſes, that a panic had quite turned the heads 


of our whole wing. What you may depend upon is, 
that 
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that not a ſingle Auſtrian ſquadron came within 


muſket ſhot of our infantry, It is true, that four 
or five ſquadrons of horſe appeared at ſome diſ- 
tance from our rear, and that we let fly ſome 
cannon ſhot at them without effect; but we ſoon 
diſcovered, that they were ſome of our own horſe, 
who did not appear to great advantage in that 
poſt. Excepting theſe, we did not fee, on our 
right wing, either friends or enemies, till the 
end of the action, when the latter retreated and 
ours returned, but at leiſure, and with no great 
inclination to renew the battle, 


As to the right wing of the Auſtrians, their 
cavalry attempted nothing with vigour ; the 
ground, without doubt, prevented them: and as 
the heat of the battle, between the infantry of 
the two armies, was at the village of Chotoulitz ; 
as the flank of our left wing was alſo ſufficiently 
covered, and there were ſtill ſome ſquadrons of 
dragoons unbroken, they had ſufficient reaſon to 
proceed with caution ; ſo that, on this wing, as 
well as the other, the Auſtrian cavalry did not at 
all meddle with our foot. On the contrary, on 
both wings they were too diſcreet to diſturb the 
operations of the infantry, and we never ſaw ei- 
ther the one or the other, till the battle was 
at an end, and the victory ſecure. 


It will, moreover, ſeem very extraordinary to 
you, that notwithſtanding a whole wing of our 
cavalry was beat off, and another reduced to ten 
or twelve ſquadrons, our main body did not ſuf- 
fer by an accident ſo unfavourable. But when 
you conſider, that the Auſtrian cavalry, though 


they 
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they drove ours out of the field, were become 
the weakeſt of the two, by what they ſuffered in 
the firſt attack, your wonder will ceaſe. The 


enemy had the prudence not to attempt too much; 
| whilſt our men deſerved blame for loſing their 
$ ſenſes ſo far as not to ſee, that thoſe who were 


purſuing them were in a worſe condition than 


= themſelves, and that they might eaſily have drove 
them before them, in their turn, if they could 


but have put a better face upon the matter. So 
true it is, that when confuſion once prevails among 
a body of horle, it is a very difficult matter to 
find a remedy, 


From Berlin, Sept, 
1 | I am, &c, 
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4 BADVERTISEMENT 
b . 


p HE following Letters and Re- 
/ marks were written by the 
| ] fame ofticer, who was the Author 
of the preceding Journal; but 
7 having been engaged, ever ſince the 


year 1743, in an employment, the 
buſineſs of which did not permit him 
ö to enter into the detail of daily tranſ- 
actions, he fatisfied himſelf with 


| ſending his friend accounts of the 


moſt remarkable events, at which 
he aſſiſted in perſon. As to the 
battle of Keſſelſdorff, he was not in 
it; but his account of it is not, for 
that reaſon, the leſs exact, as he 
had by him, when he wrote it, all 
the authentic relations concerning 


the 


ning to the end. 


ADvrRTISEMENT fo PART II. 


the exploits of the reigning Prince 


of Anhalt Deſſau. And with re- 


gard to the expedition of the King's 51 
army, he was well able to give a 
particular account thereof, Nabel 1 


1 
2 


ſerved in it himſelf, from the begin- 


Though the ſeparate remarks are 4 
not of the ſame date with the Letters, : 


but written ſome time after, it has 


been, however, thought proper to 


ſubjoin them to the hiſtorical rela- 


tion. 


3 


& 


a 


muſt begin a little 
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action at Landſhout, the particulars 
of which you deſire me to ſend you, I 

CES and remind you, that 
Colonel Winterfield, having been recalled from 
Upper Sileſia, was detached from the King's ar- 
my, with fifteen hundred Huſſars and four batta- 
lions of grenadiers, to the mountains of Schmie- 
deberg and Hirſchberg, to make head againſt a 
body of Boſnians and Lycanians, who were ra- 
vaging that country. He ſoon came up with 


5 22 make you perfectly maſter of the little 


them, . defeated, and intirely diſperſed them; 


but the enemies were ſo vexed thereat, that they 
were determined to take their revenge, as ſoon as 
poſſible ; and the rather, that their principal deſign 
was to force their way, with the whole army, 
through Landſhout and the mountainous country 
which borders on Bohemia, 

This 
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This expedition was committed to the care 0. 
Lieutenant General Count Nadaſty, who had un- 


Einen | 
der him Prince Eſterhaſy, and Colonel Pataſchutz, ans 
who had commanded the troop of Boſnians, that Irag 
was ſo roughly handled by Colonel Winterfeld. rot 


The latter breathed nothing but vengeance, and meat 
had ſwore by all his ſaints, that he would catch out 
the Pruffians, or be catched by them; an obliga- hot 
tion of which he punctually fulfilled one of the ene 
conditions, as you will prefenfly ſee. FF 


While the enemy was making theſe diſpoſitions, M 5 
and taking poſt at Friedland and Shœmberg, Heft 
Winterfeld marched from Hirſchberg towards had 
Landfhout, and Lieutenant General du Moulin +: 

advanced, with two battalions of grenadiers, ten the 


ſquadrons of McellendorfPs dragoons, and three 
hundred Huſſars, from Schweiduitz towards the gy 
ſame place. | 74 


On the 20th of May Winterfeld took poſt at 
Landſhout. The ten ſquadrons of dragoons, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-General Stille, 
were cantoned at Gieſmannſdorff, and Lieute- 
nant-General du Moulin with the grenadiers and 
Huſſars at Reichenau; the former at the diſtance 
-of one mile, and the latter two miles from 
Landſhout. 


They continued there the 21ſt, becauſe the 
enemy did not move, and we had advice, that his 
deſign was to put a trick on us, by falling upon 

the magazine at Schweidnitz, where there were 
but two battalions. The Lieutenant-General 
had a conference, on the 22d, with Major-Ge- 
neral de Stille and Colonel Winterfeld, about the 
| K He | meaſures 
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eaſures proper to be taken, and it was 
agreed, that the Lieutenant-General, with the 
Wiragoons, grenadiers, and Huſſars he had 
feld. rought with him, ſhould next day draw 
and nearer to Schweidnitz, while Winterfeld, with 
1th our battalions and fourteen hundred Huſlars, 
ga- ſmhould continue to obſerve the motions of the 
the Enemy at Shoemberg and Friedland. 

EP 


On the 23d at three in the morning, Win- 
NS, terfeld ſent a Chaſſcur to General Sille, 
Tg, Ucſiring him to ſuſpend his march, becauſe he 
10S had reaſon to believe the enemy intended to 


FF) 


Jin attack him - but he ordered him to be told, at 
ten the ſame time, not to quit his quarters till 
ree he ſhould have fuller information, of which he 
the Zwould not fail to acquaint him, in caſe his pre- 
a ence became neceſſary. General Stille im- 
0 nediately diſpatched the ſame meſſenger to 
at MLieutenant-General du Moulin, ordered his 
n- ragoons to mount, marched out of his canton- 
le, ꝑnents, formed his ſquadrons in the high way to 
te- Landſhout, and waited for further advice. Be- 
nd Mween five and fix o'clock we imagined we heard 
ce the reports of ſome cannon, but faintly and at 
great intervals, the wind, which was contrary, 
Aliminiſhing the ſound. Meantime Winterfeld 
as attacked in form. He had quitted Land- 
Yhout, at break of day, with three battalions, 
and taken poſt on the eminences, which are 
Pirectly before the town, on the fide next 
o Liebau and Griſſau, by which the enemy 
uſt of neceſſity come. His Huſſars encamped 
little before him near Reichen HennerſdorF, 
and were on horſeback in the front of their 
* camo. 
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camp, when they diſcovered a large body 

Hufiars, with ſome infantry, and a grey 
number of Pandours, paſſing the defiles ow. 
againſt them, Our Huſſars not being 4 
equal match for ſuch numbers, we 
obliged to fall back towards our grenadiers®# 
upon which the Pandours, ſlipping through th 
village, entered the deſerted camp, and ſet fi 
to the ſtraw hutts, while the other troops > 
Huſſars and infantry continued to paſs along 
the ſide of the hill behind Reichen Henneri 
dorff. Winterfeld, to bring his Huſſars int? 
action, marched boldly down from the emi. 
nences, and ſkirmiſhed for ſome time; ® / 
perceiving that Nadaſty, who commanded this 
body of the enemy, was making a motion or | 
his right, which might cut him off from the? 
eminences of the town, he thought proper % 
to return to his poſt, and place his Huſffar 
behind the grenadiers ; becauſe thoſe of the 
enemy were three times as ſtrong, and ſup- 
ported by Hungarian infantry : and indeed the 
latter, perſuaded that Winterfeld would gil 
give way, thought proper to come down to thei 
valley, and pretended to attack him upon 
his eminences. They had ſome cannon, and 
were advancing in pretty good order, hen 
Winterfeld, in his turn, ſent down his Huſſars 4 
to meet them, with ſome cannon and a feu 
companies of grenadiers, who, firing regularly 
by platoons, ſucceeded ſo far, that a battalions 
of Haller's Hungarians retired in confuſion, and 
the other threw themſelves behind a bank, for 
ſhelter from the ſhot. They did not, — 
quireſ the 


+ 


* 
* 
* 
* 


LET T.SK; 1; 123 


quite give up the cauſe, but formed in order 
of battle at the foot of the hill, along which 
they had come. The Pandours, on the 
other hand, got into a little wood, oppoſite 
to the eminences in the flank of our battalions, 
and killed and wounded ſome of our men. 
They had even the boldneſs to climb up theſe 
eminences, on their hands and feet, diſcharg- 
ed their muſkets in the very breaſts of our men, 
and then dropt down again tothe bottom, where 
they had nothing to fear. A party of the 
Tolpatſches and Huſſars, at the ſame time, 
paſſed the ſuburbs of Landſhout, and extended 
themſelves uponthe little eminences on the other 
fide of the town ; ſo that our affairs-were but 
in a very indifferent way, as our grenadiers 
durſt not quit their poſt, nor our Huſſars re- 
turn to the action. At this critical moment, 
General Stille arrived very opportunely with 
his dragoons. The firſt cftiect thereof was, 
that, as ſoon as their van appeared, all thoſe of 
the enemy, that were already got beyond the 
town, fall back towards their main body, and 
the enemy's infantry quitted the valley in 
good earneſt, and retired to the brow of the 
hill, covering themſelves with three lines of 
Huſſars, conſiſting of more than three hundred 
horſe. As ſoon as our dragoons had got paſt 
the ſuburbs, and joined Winterfeld's battali- 
ons, they were drawn up in battle array on 


the right wing oppoſite to the enemy. Our 


Huſſars, being ranged in a line before the dra- 
goons, on the ſignal given firſt began to move 
forwards, and then darted full ſpeed down the 
eminences on wy. we were formed, and 

G 2 ſtill 
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fill, at full gallop up thoſe again on which the 
enemy was poſted, The Auſtrian Huſſars did 
not chuſe to ſtand the violence of this ſhock, 
but retreated to the top of the hill, in hopes that 
their infantry and Pandours, poſted in the woods, 
would ſtop us by their fire, But tho” they actu- 
ally made a general diſcharge upon us, and tho' 
the hill we were aſcending was very ſteep, we did 
not halt at all, but were at the top of it as ſoon 
as the fugitives; ſo that they were quite broken 
and overthrown. ' Five hundred of them were 
put to the, ſword ; ſixty wo, of which number 
was Colonel Pataſchutz, were made priſoners ; 
and the reſt entirely diſperſed. We purſued 
them as far as the plain of Griſſau, and ſhould 
have taken the whole detachment, if the mo- 
raſſes, dykes, and other defiles, near the Ab- 
bey, had not prevented us from puſhing our 
point, We tound and gathered up above a 
thouſand muſkets, ſwords, and other imple- 
ments of war, along the road by which they 
fled; and the peaſants have told us fince, that 
Nadaſty ſent into Bohemia three and twenty 
waggons loaded with wounded men. 


After this blow we continued quiet at 
Landſhout till the 26th; but hearing that the 
head of the enemy's whole army, both Auſtrians 
and Saxons, was but a large league diſtant from 
us, we retired in the night of the 27th to 
Schweidnitz, without being diſturbed in our 
retreat, 5 

From the camp under Schweidnitz, 


May 29, 1745. I am, &. 
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rr Ih 
On the Battle of Hohen- Friedberg 


HE little time I can ſpare from the buſi- 
neſs of my employment, has obliged me to 
form a reſolution of writing no more journals 
nor relations, and it was pure friendſhip for 
you, that prevailed upon me to give you an 
account of the affair of Landſhout. Yet the 
battle of Hohen- Friedberg is an event fo great, 
and fo glorious to the Ring our matter and his 
army, that [ cannot help communicating it 
to you, efpecially 43 fin invle't actuated by 
a good deal of reſentment againſt our ncigh - 
bours, whole zeal, to let the world know on all 
occaſions the mighty good opinion they have 
of themſelves, will, IJ doubt not, be ſomewhat 
cooled by this damper. 


After the King had been informed by his 
ſpies, by deſerters from the combined army, 
and more particularly by our retreat from 
Landſhout, that Prince Charles of Lorraine 
and the Duke of Weiſſenfels had actually en- 
tered Sileſia, at the head of eighty thouſand 


men, and thought of nothing leſs than making 


a compleat conqueſt of it, he moved. his camp 
the 1ſt of June from the neighbourhood of 
Reichenbach, and pitched it between Striegau 
and Schweidnitz, having his left covered by 
that village, and his right by the village of 
Jauernick, where he eſtabliſhed his head quar- 


(3 ters. 
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ters. The vanguard, conſiſting of ſeven batta- 


high way, with their left wing extended to- 
wards the village of Stanowitz, Lieutenant- 
General Naſſuu, with five battalions, ten ſqua- 
drons of Bayreuth dragoons, and the regiment 
of Ziethen Huſſars, took poſt between the 
army and the vanguard, at the village of Zed- 
litz, occupying at the ſame time the wood 
commonly called Nonnenbuſch, to keep Na- 
daſty's light troops from approaching the camps, 
either to interrupt their communication with 
one another, or to obſerve our motions. 
The front of the two camps, that is, of the 
vanguard and of the army, was for the moſt 
part covered by eminences, on which our ad- 
vanced guards were poſted, which procured m7 
us the double advantage, of not being o ver- 
looked by the enemy, and at the ſame time of 
ſeeing as far as the feet of the mountains, and Mn 
even through their openings, the ſmalleſt mo» 
tion he could make. As the eminence in the 
front of our vanguard was the higheſt, and 
moſt proper for making obſervations, his Ma- 
jeſty repaired to it, two or three times a day, 
to view, with his own eyes, what paſſed. 


lions of grenadiers, ten ſquadrons of dragoons, % 

and two thouſand Huſfars, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant General du Moulin, and *F \ 
the Major-Generals Stille and Winterfeld, Toa 
encamped near Striegau in a line along the FT a 


The 2d of June, we ſaw fevera] ſeparate 
bodies marching along the ridge of the moun- 
tains on the fide next Hohen-Friedberg : and 
towards evening, a large body of —— 

X 


A 


5 
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x and ſeven thouſand men encamped near the 
Wile of Furſtenſtein, the reſt towards 
Quoolſdorf, and behind Hohen-Friedberg, but 


To concealed among the mountains, that we 
could only perceive a part of the tents through 
"the openings. 


On the third in the morning they were in 


*% ſame poſition. The King coming, ac- 
os, cording to cuſtom, to examine every thing 


with his own eyes, and obſerving that the 
© ſoldiers were cooking ſo early, ſuſpected 


; WS hey would come down that very day, and 


ordered us to be very much on our guard, and 
let him know of the ſmalleſt motion we ſhould 
perceive them to make; his deſigns being to- 
let them file through the paſſes of the moun- 
tains without diſturbance, and then force them 
to a deciſive action. 


About one in the afternoon, they began to 
decamp. His Majeſty having repaired to our 
obſervatory, we ſaw ſeveral columns filing 
off and marching ſlowly, with great precau- 
tion, on our right, towards the villages of 
Hauſdorff, Kauder, Ronſtoc, and Thomaſ- 
walde, ſituated in the pl-in on the high road 
from Landſhout to Jauer. The body which 
encamped above the caſtle of Furſtenſtein, un- 
der the command of the Count de Nadaſty, 
was drawn up in order of battle, but did not 
ſtir out of its place, His Majeſty thereupon 
reſolved to attack them next morning, and 
tor that purpoſe ordered Licutenant-General 
du Moulin to dzcamp that ſame evening at 


G 4+ | eight 
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eight o'clock, and to take poſſeſſion of the 
eminences on the other ſide of Striegau, cal- 
led the Spitzberges, where we had ſome little 
poſts of Huſars, Licutenant-General Naſſau 
was, a little after, ordered to draw near to us; 
the army to be in motion the beginning of 4 


the night, and by two in the n orning all the 
ſeveral corps were to be beyond S.riegau, and 


re- united in two lines, that all of them might 
form, and take tne poſts deſigned for them in 
the order of battle. The ſeven battalions of 
grenadiers, and the Huſſars of the van-guard, 


were reſeryed to be employed as circumſtances 
might require. 


We were preparing for theſe movements at 
ſeven o'clock at night, when a thouſand 
Uhlans, ſupported by fix battalions of Saxons, 
appeared upon the eminences which we were 
to have occupied, They had already beat off 
our little advanced poſts, and were making 
their diſpoſitions in ſuch a manner, as gave us 
ground to believe they intended to ſtand 
their ground there, Whereupon the Lieute- 
nant-General, knowing of what importance 
it was to prevent this, immediately drew out 
the van-guard, and gave orders to march 
againſt them, As we were obliged to make 
our dragoons file off by the village of Græven, 
which is one of the ſuburbs of Striegau, the 
day began to cloſe, and the twilight was far 
advanced, befoie we could begin our attack. 
Howev.r, we drove the enemy from three of 
the eminence*, but the fourth, which, on 
our ſide, was inaccefi.ble, remained in their 


hands; 
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ands; they therefore took poſt there, and 
raiſed a battery of four field pieces, Mean 
time, the body commanded by Lieutenant- 
General Naſſau took poſt near us; the two 
lines of the army, which was marching in two 
columns, were at a little diſtance, and we 
were waiting with great ſilence for the dawn, 
when we were to cnter upon action. It was 
pleaſant to ſce the plain of Ronſtoc, and 
all the country about it, illuminated with ten 
thouſand fires, and by their light we could, 
obſerve diſtinctly, that the enemy ſpent al- 
moſt the whole night in making their troops 


file off. 


Scarce had day begun to dawn, when the 


cannon from the abovementioned eminence 
ſaluted us with ſeveral ſhot, but without ef- 
fet; and as we were on all ſides beginning to 
march without minding this battery, the 
enemy, fearing to be cut eff from the reſt of 
their army, abandoned the battery in great 
haſte, and'retired through a fir wood, which. 
concealed them from our ſight, | 


This incident ſuggeſted to us, that the left 
wing of their army could not be far off; and 
acordingly we had not marched above three: 
or four thouſand paces before we found our- 
ſelves in the neighbourhood of the village of- 
Pillgramſhayn, directly oppoſite to that wing, 
— wholly of Saxo ns, except three re- 
giments of Auſtrian cavalry, and ſome battali- 
ons of their infantry. We ſaw, moreover, 


that their whole army was drawing out of 


G 5 their 
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their camp in a hurry, and with ſome confu- 
ſion, to get into the order of battle; fo that 
they were extending their line both to the 
right and to the left, Ihe manner in which 
they conducted the affair plainly thewed us, 
that they did not expect to meet us in their 
way. We were ſtil] marching in columns, 
drawing at the ſame time towards the right, 
that we might not expoſe our flank ; and at the 
head of our ſecond line, which by the nature 
of the ground extended a little beyond the 
firft, marched General du Moulin and Major- 
General Winterfeld, with the grenadiers and 
Huſlars of the van-guard ; the ten fquadrons 
of dragoons, under the command of Major 
General Stille, having reſumed- their poſt in 
the order of battle, which was at the extre- 
mity of the right wing of this ſecond line. 
Du Moulin and Winterfeld having paſſed 
thro” a thin fir wood, and finding themſelves 
directly oppoſite to the enemy's left wing, 
did not heſitate a moment. They immedi- 
ately attacked it with a very briſk cannonade, 
and continued their fire without interruption, 
while the cavalry and infantry of the two 
columns of our right were running as faſt as 
they could to form the lines. Had you been 
there, you would have admited, as we did, 
the ob and bravery of our ſoldiers in this 
onſet ; the eagerneſs with which they preſſed 
on towards the enemy muſt naturally occa- 
ſion ſome diſorder, every one ſtriving to get 
into his place, and the cavalry eroſſing the 
infantry more than once; but the foot and 
the horſe cleared themſelves with ſuch —_ 
an 
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and made way for one another ſo readily, 
that, in a few minutes, we ſaw our wing of 
cavalry formed in two lines, and the infantry 
of the fecond line in action performing the 
duty of the firſt, on account of the latter s 
having been re.arded in its march by the 
ſituation of the ground, Obſerve, that all 
this patied as we were marching up to the 
enem, and charging, ſometimes wih 'Gre- 
arms, and ſometimes with ſwords and bay- 
onets. This vigour and forwardneſs of our 
troops diſconcerted the enemy, nor did we 
give them time to recover themſelves; our 
two lines of cavalry fell upon them, and 
did their buſineſs ſo effectually, that their 
whole cavalry was overthrown, and driven: 
from one place to another, and their intan- 
try broken and routed. 


The firſt ſhock between theſe two 
wings of cavalry happened at the village 
of Pillgramſhayn, where that of the ene- 
my, being once routed, was purſued, with- 


out ſtop, - acroſs the fields of J iſdorf, 
Hzeſclicht, &c. and along tie road to 
Bolckenhayn. Two Saxon battalions were 


involved in this friſt diſgrace, and intirely 
deſtroyed. Our men, on this occaſion, 
were too much exaſperated againit their 
neighbours; they ſeldom gave quarter, 
and the officers found it extremely difficult 
to ſave a few of thoſe wretches, I have 
experienced this myſelf, to the hazard of my 


erſon. 
, G6 
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From the very beginning of the attack, ſurme 
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victory declared itſilf in favour of our wing. 
It is true, that two or three Saxon ſqualrons 
forced th-ir way through our fiſt line; but 
beſides that the reſt of the line were victorious, 
thele ſquadrons ſcarce got to the ſecond line, 
where Maj. r General Stille's brigade were 
poite), before they were ſurrounded, and al- 
moſt all put to the ſword. After this event, 
fortune never forſook us a ſingle moment. 
The enemy made only a running fight of it, 
and between ſix and eight thouſand men were 
ſo effectually cut off from their main battle, 
that they were obliged to throw themſelves 
inio the great defiles of Bolckenhayn, and 
could not join the army before next morning. 
We purſued them as briſkly as we poſſibſy 
could; but the large woods and difficult 
pafles on that fide, ſecured tem againſt all 
our efforts. However, I muſt on this occa- 
ſion acknowledge two things: one is, that 
theſe troops made their retreat in a manner 
that ſhewed great ſkill in Tactics, and their 
movements were extremely well judged; the 
other, that the nature of the ground contri- 
buted greatly thereto; the chain of hills, 
which run from the field of battle to the de- 
files abovementioned, being more favour- 


able to thoſe who are retreating than to the 
purſuers. 


When I ſay this, I would be underſtood to 
ſpeak of the van-guard of our wing of cavalry, 
and a ſmall part of the infantry of the right: 
for as ſoon as the firſt line of this infantry had 


ſur- 


natu! 
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ſurmounted the difficulties of the ground, 
* which I mentioned before, and reſumed its 


natural poſition, the whole wing, and part 


of the center, entered into action, and were 
no leſs ſucceſsful. Indeed we met with more 


reſiſtance thre, and the fire on both ſides was 
better kept up, and more deſtructive, becauſe 
the ground towards Guntherſdorf, where our 
attack was made, continued to be extremely 
unfavourable to the aſſailants. But, however, 
all theſe inconveniences could not abate the 
ardour of our ſoldiers, and though the enem 

did their utmoſt, and made the beſt uſe of their 
advantages, yet our men adyanced upon them 
every moment, over ditches, marſhes, and 
buſhes, tiil they had diſlodged them, taken 
them in flank, and forced them to retire in 


confuſio.i towards Ronſtoc, Kauder, and fur- 
ther, 


During the time that this wing and a part 
of the main-body were performing ſuch glo- 
rious exploits, thoſe on the left were not aſleep. 
The latter, indeed, had further to march before 
they could come up, and were obliged to form 
in a hurry to enter into action, when thoſe on 
the right were compleatly engaged. But they, 
loſt nothing thereby ; unleſs that they met 
with enemies to fight that had had time to 
form themſelves properly, and give them the 
warmer reception, The vigour with which 
this wing attacked the enemy was as remarka- 


ble as that of the right, and attended with the 


fame happy conſequences. It forced the ene- 
my, after a very obſtinate reſiſtance, to retire 


by 
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by Thomaſwalde and Friedberg into the de- A 


ales of Quolſdorf. Our cavalry on this wing us M 
charged at leaſt five or fix times, always bas 
with ſucceſs, and the fire of the infantry ne- s 


ver ceaſed a moment, till nine o' clock in the 
morning, when the whole combined army Pein 
was intirely defeated, put to flight, and Ka 


ſued to the paſſes of the mountains through 5 
which they had advanced upon us. = 

by nere 

Some particular regiments performed pro- 3 wit 

| digies of valour during the engagement, On | ® ſuc 

ſeveral occaſions, the infantry attacked with . 7 

their bayonets ſcrewed, and the cavalry often = to 

threw themſelves upon the adverſe battalions :' * th 


notwithſtanding their prodigious fire. On i 1 
the right, the King's body guards and the 

Carabincers cut a Saxon battalion to pieces. 

On the left wing, the ten ſquadrons of Bay- | 
reuth dragoons broke through ſeven re- 
giments of infantry belonging to T hungen's 
brigade, quite ruined them, and took more 
than two thouſand: priſoners, with ſixty fix 
pair of colours, and all their cannon, Mon- 
ſieur de Thungen, Commandant of the bri- 
gade, had the misfortune to fall in that a&ti- 
on. This laſt atchievement deſerves your . 


particular notice. 


Thungen's brigade, in which there were 
ſome regiments of diſtinction, had hitherto 5 
preſerved itſelf entire, notwithſtanding the Vi (9 
regiments on its left were in diſorder, and thoſe 
on the right began to ſtagger. It even made 
fuch a briſk wy and kept it up ſo well, that 

our 
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ino Fur battalions, which were oppoſite to it, no 


as onger advanced with that impetuoſity which 


ne. is fo common with them. It was therefore 
the thought proper to place behind them the ten 
my ſquadrons abovementioned, and our battalions 
ur. being ordered to open to the right and left to 
gh let the dragoons paſs through, they being, 
as uſual, in the ſecond line, Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Geſler, who was at their head, together 
r0- with Colonel Swerin, threw himſelf with 
In ſuch impetuoſity upon the enemy, that he 
ith 7 preſently got the better of them, and gained 
en to himſelf the honour of having crowned 
ns this glorious day by a moſt brilliant ex- 
In ploit. 
he i 
9. At nine in the morning preciſely, we were 
maſters of the whole field of battle, and from 
that moment had nothing to do but purſue the 
> fugitives, take priſoners, and collect tro- 
phies. 


The King pitched his camp at the foot of 
>= the hills, over which the enemy had made his 
> eſcape, The combined army left upon the 
ficld about five thouſand dead. We are in. 
poſſeſſion of near ſeven thouſand priſoners, 
among whom, b:ſides one hundred and fifty 
officers, are the Generals Berlichingen, 
Prancis St. Ignon, Forgatſch, and Schlichting, 
i] with forty Feld officers, The trophies are 


* 


4 2 — 7 


> four pair of kettle drums, ſeven ſtandards, 
ſixty nine pair of colours, ſixty three pieces of 
cannon, forty odd ammunition waggons, and 


All forts of arms, A 
s 
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As the enemy's army was much diſperſed, |: 
there mult be a vaſt number of deſerters from 
it; and therefore it may be ſuppoſed, conſi- 
dering the many deſerters that came to us, 
that their loſs, in general, may be very near 
twenty thouſand men. We have only eight 
hundred killed and very near three thouſand 
wounded, of whom, by the report of the ſur- 
geons, two thirds will be ſoon in condition to 
reſume their functions. Lieutenant General 
Count de Trouchſes is among the dead, as are 
alſo a good many officers of infantry, The 
cavalry ſuſtained but little loſs, having met 
with the moſt rapid ſucceſs every where, Ob- 
ſerve, my dear friend, that during our whole 
march towards the enemy in the night, not 
ſo much as a ſingle man left his colours, which, 


in the judgment of men of experience, is a. 
very extraordinary caſe, 


Our parties and patrolls report, that the 
woods and mountains, from the keld of battle 
all the way to the frontiers of Bohemia, ſwarm 
with dying and wounded men, as well as de- 
ſerters ; ſo that the loſs of the combined army 


may be-well ſuppoled to exceed the number 
at which I have rated it above. 


On the day after the battle, that is the 6th of 
June, the King marched forwards to Land- 
ſhout, and while the enemy's army is retreat- 
ing with great expedition towards Jaromirtz, 
we have again entered Bohemia. 4. 

From the camp under Friedland, 1 1 
d A m, te.. 
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REMARKS on the BATTLE 
of Hohen-Friedberg. 


HE King of Pruſſia's conduct, both before 
and on the day of this memorable action, 
deſerves the higheſt commendation. The 
ſituation of affairs, wich regard to his own 
forces, as well as to the enemy's, required 
ſome deciſive event. By keeping merely on 
the defenſive, and only endeavouting to keep 
our adverſaries from penetrating into Sileſia, 
over the mountains, the King muſt have ſacri- 
heed a great many men, weakened his pro- 
vinces and finances, by procuring ſubſiſtence 
for his army at his own expence, and all this 
at the hazard of not ſucceeding at laſt, For 
the enemy, on the other hand, was ſtronger 
thin we, or believed to be ſo. He had behind 
him all the ſtrength of Bohemia; and even ſup- 
poſing that a whole campaign could have been 
ſpent in ſkirmiſhing, his experience in this kind 
of warfare, and the ſuperiority of his light 
troops, gave us no ground to hope for equa} 
ſucceſs every where. Moreover, we muſt add 
to theſe conſiderations, that the King, having 
occaſion for all his troops to make head 
againſt Prince Charles of Lorraine and the 
Duke of Weiſſenſels, muſt have abandoned 
Upper Silciia, whence the body of inſurgents 
might have ſpread itſelf over the country, 
and-make it verv difficult for us to find ſub- 
liltence, eſpecially as they had lately made 
themfel\ es 


138 LETTER It, 


themſelves maſters of the fortreſs of Coſel by 
ſurprize. It was therefore abſolutely neceſſary 
to bring the enemy as ſoon as poſſible to a bat- 
tle, to preſent him with opportunities for that 
purpoſe, and allure him to the point the King 
had in view; that is, to beat him, clear Sileſia 
from his parties, and carry the theatre of the 
war into Bohemia. It was therefore a maſterly 
ſtroke in the King, to pretend to be afraid of 
the ſuperiority of the combined army, and 
ſpread the report that he would not wait for it 
in the neighbourhood of Schweidnitz; but 
take a ſure poſt between Breſlau and Glogau on 
the river Oder, for the convenience of his con- 
voys. In conſequence of theſe affected appear- 
ances, he cauſed the mountains of Upper Si- 
leſia and the country of Glatz to be evacuated, 
aſſembled all his different corps, and kept 
himſelf cloſely covered in his camp between 
Schweidnitz and Striegau, uſing all imaginable 
precautions to conceal from the enemy his 
real deſigns, and the number of his troops; 
being fully perſuaded, that, if Prince Charles 
would but come down into the plain, it would 
be in his power to force him to a battle. 


The event juſtified the wiſdom of the King's 
meaſures ; and if one muſt be a great General 
to contrive fine projects, and draw the plans 
of them, he muſt not be leſs fo, to take ad- 
vantage of the proper ſeaſon for executing 
them with vigour and dexterity. And in this 
caſe alſo his Majeſty diſcovered the reach of 
his underſtanding. When the King ſaw that 
bis ſtratagem was ſucceſsful, and that Prince 

| Charles 


— 


£3 
4 
1 
1 
3 
* 1 
r. 
4 
- 
* 
4 
14 
* 
3 
S; 
2 
94 
3 
I 
* 
. 
1 
* 
AS 
74 
ISI 
* 
5 
8 
= 


» —_— FP — =, 


* _- 19 


« 
END 5 2 Ny EY, - 
*** * . E eren * 


* 
5 
„ 


LETTER, 129 
*harles and the Duke of Weiſſenfels wer 


Falling into his ſnare, he laid hold of the fa- 


* 
- F 


+ 


vourable moment, with ſurprizing readineſs ; 
and juſtly ſuppoſing, that the combined army, 


having come down. from the mountains about 
ſun- ſet, would not have time to make the pro- 
per diſpoſitions during the night, attacked and 
ſurprized it at the break of day, and gained 
cover it a moſt compleat victory, of which I have 
already given you a particular account. It may 
be ſaid, that this was doing buſineſs with a 


good grace, and at the critical nick of time; 


bs 


and if we have ſeen Sileſia ſaved, and our army 


ſubſiſted at the expence of Bohemia, we owe 
this happy revolution wholly to the prudent 
foreſight of our auguſt Monarch. 


The fame cannot be ſaid of the combined 
army and its conduct. The general plan of 
invading Sileſia was proper, without doubt. 
The Court of Vierina propoſed to terminate 
the war againſt our maſter by this fingle 
campaign, and to ſecure that end, ſomething 
more was neceſſary than mere excurſions ; 
but in my opinion, their execution of this plan 
ſtood in need of ſome amendments, 


I pretend not to determine, whether the 
place, by which Prince Charles entered Sile- 
111, was the molt proper for his purpoſe, or 
not? I leave the deciſion of this point to thoſe 
who have more experience than myſelf in 
this important part of war. It ſeems to me, 
however, that Saxony being abſolutely in 
the intereſt of the Court of Vienna, and 2 

m oſt 
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moſt on the point of declaring againſt us, he Þ 
could not do better than to attack us on that 
ſide, and that he failed only in the manner 


dy iſſu 
of conducting his deſign. Would it not * | 
have been more judicious, not to be in ſuch | , 1 
haſte to come down from the mountains? War | 


Would he not have done better, to have eſta- | | the 
blifhed himſelf on them all along Luſace, FP 


; Court 
to prrpiex us with perpetual jealouſies and 2 ll 
fuſpicions, and in the mean time to ſet his ho 
light troops upon us every where, in order to Lc ou 


harraſs us, and render our convoys very dif- ret 
ſicult and unſafe. 7 


It may be objected, that a great army, I be a 
like Prince Charles's,. was not eaſily ſubſiſted, 

and that by purſuing the meaſures here propo- I . 
ſed, the Prince would have run the hazard orf, Wb: 
wanting neceſſaries, his magazines in Bohemia 7 * 


being but indifferently provided. 1 Ju 

But all the world knows, that Saxony had I my 
enough to ſupply him; that that power wait- Þ 7 W- 
ed only for a favourable opportunity to pull oft to 
the maſque, and kept a train of artillery in in 
readineſs for the pretended ſiege of Glogau: b 
what hazard then was there in playing a ſure n 
game, by keeping us for ſome time under 5 tl 
check, and afterwards iſſuing out ſuddenly by u 
ſome other paſs, either higher or lower? For | f 
it would have been next to impoſlible for us f 


to watch all thoſe paſſes, without dividing and 
fo weakening our forces, which indeed muſt 
otherwiſe have been but too much ſcattered 
by a vaſt number of eſcorts and detachments, 

if 
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A the Hungarian troops had done their duty 
bel 8s they ought, But perhaps the Prince of 
Lorraine had poſitive orders from the Council 
pf War at Vienna to puſh matters to a ſpee- 
hy iſſue, and to try the fortune of a battle? 
Even in this caſe, the blame {till falls upon 

him. For, in all probability, the Council of 
War gave ſuch orders only in conſequence 
of the reports, which the General made to the 
| oe concerning the ſituation of the two 
armies; and he, for his part, was ſo blinded 
2with the falſe but flattering advices he received 
of our earneſt defire to avoid meeting him, 
that he did not take time even to doubt of 
them, but built upon imaginations, to which 
he and his Court became dupes. 


ks 
* 


* * 


Fet all this is nothing in compariſon of 
what he did the day before the bat le. He 
> marched out of the paſtes in the mountains 
towards evening; and we know, from very 
good hands, that ſcveral regiments of his ar- 
my did not get into the plain till the night 
Was far advanced, and we were in full march 
to attack him. Why was not this done ſooner 
in the day? He would have had time to put 
his army in the order of battle, and it would 
not have been amiſs if he had kept them ſo 
the whole night: inſtead of this, he comes 
in dark night, which muſt hinder the necel- 
ſary arrangements, ties up his horſes, and 
= ſends his troops unſeaſonably to ſleep, as if the 
enemy had been twenty leagues off. I ſay no- 
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which it is pretended the Prince that day 
gave 


thing of the long entertainment at dinner, 
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gave to the Duke of Weiſſenfels, and which, 
it is alſo ſaid, ſuſpended the activity of the two 
Generals for ſeveral hours. I chuſe rather to 
attribute this anecdote to the malice df ill de- 


ſigning men, who are jealous of the favours 
beſtowed on the Houſe of Lorraine, 

I am not ignorant, however, that the 
cauſe of the misfortune, which was the con- 


ſequence of this ill-timed ſecurity, is imputel} 


to the negligence of General Nadaſty ; but it 


* 9 
* . 
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is certain, that the ſituation of our camp, and 
the precautions we took, prevented that Ge- 


neral from obſcrving us narrowly ; a circum— 


ſtance which, had there been nothing elle, | 
ought to have made the Prince of Lorraine Þ 


ſuſpect that matters were not as he imagined, 


On the other hand, all, even down to the Þ 
private ſoldiers, were infeſted with theſe ground- Þ* 
leſs prejudices. It was conſtantly buzzed into 
the ears of the latter, that the Pruſſians were 


weak and diſheartened by the laſt campaign, 
that every man of them would give way, and 
that the Auſtrians would have no trouble but 
that of plundering Sileſia at their pleaſure. 
What could theſe men, lulled to fleep with 
ſuch flattering ideas, think, or ſay, when the firſt 
object that met their eyes on awaking was a 
formidable army of theſe ſame Pruſſians, who, 
far from waiting to be driven out of their hiding 
places, were advancing, with a reſolute counte- 
nance and rapid pace, to make them ſenſible of 
the contrary ? Such ſurprizes are never either 
agreeable or uſeful, and if it be ſometimes pro- 
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per to prepoſſeſs the ſoldier, in order to ani- 
mate his courage by flattering his hopes, yet 
ſuch hopes ſhould never be founded, at leaſt, 
on principles, of which the deceit may be im- 
mediately diſcovered. In this caſe alſo the 
Auſtrians had not experience on their fide ; 
we had already beat them on more occaſions 
than one; and on this, they could ſee at 
once, with their own eyes, that the ſuppoſitions 
with which their Generals lulled them into 
ſecurity, were confuted by the real ſtate of 
things. Thus the Generals themſelves were 
taken napping, and the common ſoldiers ſur- 
prized and aſtoniſhed ; what then could be 
the conſequence, but confuſion and a defeat? 


We muſt, however, do thoſe Generals the 
juſtice to ſay, that they exerted themſelves 
as became men of courage and reſolution, 
by endeavouring to avail themſelves both of the 
advantage of the ground, and of their ſuperior 
force ; but our vivacity got the better of all their 
utmoſt endeavours, which indeed were em- 


ployed a little too late, and their left wing 


being once diſordered, their flank became ex- 
poſed to our inſults, and confuſton ſpreading 
along the whole line, which had been formed 
in a great hurry, it may eaſily be conceived 
that the Generals could not have recovered 
their affairs, had their bravery and capacity 
been twice as great. A memorable example, 
in confirmation of the well known maxim, 
T hat a fault committed in war never eſcapes with 
:mpunity. 
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On the BATTLE of SO OR. 


E are now covered with new laurels, 
which no body ever expected. Would 
you have thought of a battle between two ar- 
mies, which, during all the fine ſeaſon, were 
almoſt in preſence of each other, without at- 
tempting one ſtroke of conſequence, and after- 
wards parted without ſo much as a ſkirmiſh 
in the rear of either? And yet, this hath 
come to paſs ; and on the Zoth of September 


we had a battle, which was fought with ſuch - 


obſtinacy and vivacity, as, joined to other cir- 
cumſtances, render it in ſome ſort ſuperior 
to that of Hohen-Friedberg ; and, leaving to 
the other the title of Grand, with regard to 
numbers and trophies, pretends to claim 
that of Glorious to itſelf, 


Before I enter upon the particulars of this 
wonderful affair, I muſt give you an idea both 
of the camp in which we continued ever ſince 
the 19th of September, and alſo of the country 
about it; that you may be the better en- 
abled to judge both of the enemy's art, 
and of the perplexing circumſtances of our ſi- 
tuation. 


I ſuppoſe you may remember, that on the 
18th his Majeſty decamped from Jaromirtz, 
and entered next day into the camp at Stau- 
dentz. 
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dentz. This camp was about three quarters 
of a league from the town of Trautenau. The 
right wing of the cavalry was at a ſmall diſtance 
from the village of Bourckerſdorff, and had 
its flank covered with copſe, in which was 
XZ encamped a battalion of the Stangen grenadiers. 
Tae front of this wing was of very difficult 
= acceſs, on account of the pools and marſhes 
that lay before it; but its rear was ſheltered 
2 only by ſome ſmall hills, on which were poſted 
the centries of our little body of Huſſars, 
= which ſcarce amounted to four hundred horſe, 
he infantry began oppoſite to the village of 
Staudentz, and extended along the villages of 
Ober and Unteratſch ; the left wing of the 
Cavalry ended at the defle, which procecds 
from the little town of Eipal, and terminates 

in the ſaid villages. On the other ſide of that 
= file were eminences, ſome of which com- 
== mandcd that wing; but the battalion of Kleitt's 
W orcnadiers, which was poſted and intrenched 
there, ſecured us from the inſults of the Pan- 
dours, who ſwarmed in the wood of Recnigt— 
reich, which fronted us, and came regularly 
every night to beat ug our quarters, tho” al- 
ways to their own diſgrace. On the rear of 
this wing were pits and hollows, which ſut— 
ſciently defended us from a {urprize. At Si- 
cherhof, beyond the defile of E. de! and the 
W town too, encamped Lieutenant ZSenetzl Le- 
Wald, with four battalions and five fauadions ; 
but the King recalled him on the 27th of 
Ws deptember, and ſent him towards Trautenau, 
for the ſecurity of our convoys and our bake- 

houſęs, which were at that place, Lieutenant 

H Gencra! 
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General du Moulin, with his corps, was ſent 
beyond Schatzlar and its defiles, for reaſons of 


the ſame kind. General Winterfeld, with a 


ſmall flying corps, ſcowered about the confines 


of Sileſia, in order to obſerve Colonel Trenck, 
who was making inroads into that country, 
Here then the King reſolved to ſtay ſome time, 


to conſume the forage and proviſions of the 
country round; which was accordingly done, 
but not without blows; for we fought, and 


had every now and then a little battle, for every 
truſs of {traw that was brought to our camp. 


The enemy, who had ſuffered us to decamp | 


quietly from Jaromirtz, and amuſed them- 


ſelves on the 19th and 20th with noiſy rejoicings 
tor the election of the new Emperor, thought 


proper at laſt to approach us. They took poſt at 


firſt between Jaromirtz and Schourtz, on the 
other {ide of the Elbe, from whence they came 


and encamped at Kœnigſhoff; kceping {till on 
the right bank of that river. General Nadaſty 
kept upon our left, near the defile of Liebent- 
hall, about two hours march from us. A corps, 
commanded by Deſoffi, was on our right at 
Wildſchutz ; Franquine at Marchendorff, to- 
wards Schatzlar; and Trenck on our rear, 
near Schæœmberg. Kanigſhoft was not a 
league and a half from our right, and the 
encmy, by croſſing the river at that town, 
might paſs, or, if thought proper, fetch a com- 
paſs round the wood of Keaenigireich, come 
out by Gœren-Ground, between the villages 
of Deutſch-Prauſnitz, Soor, and Altenbouhl, 
and then take poſſeſſion of the 2 
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which commanded our right flank, and the 
high-way to Trautenau. 


Such was the poſition of the two armies; 
when, on the 29th, an Auſtrian deſerter came 
in, and depoſed, that the Prince of Lorraine's 
army, provided with bread for three days, was 
to march that very day, but to what place 
was not known. We immediately diſpatched 
our ſcouts, and Major General Katzler was 
ordered out with a large patroll of five hundred 
horſe, five hundred grenadiers, and the Huffars 
of Natzmer, to get intelligence; and, in the 
mean time, we intended to make a general 
forage next day, Monſieur Katzler, returning 
when the night was far advanced, reported, 
that he could make no diſcoveries, being pre- 
vented by the Panaours and Huflars, who 
were in poſſeſſion of the defiles between our 
camp and Kearighſhoff ; but that the priſo- 
ners he had taken aſſured hin the army was 
marching towards Arnau. 


On theſe advices the King, fuppoſing that 
Prince Charles would actually march towards 
that town, croſs the river there, and cut off 
our paſſage to Schatzlar, thought proper to 
move his camp, and march to take poſt be- 
tween Trautenau and Freyheit, in order to 
traverſe Prince 'Charles's e bee 


Orders were given for this purpoſe, in the 
morning of the 3oth of September, and the 
army was to decamp at ten o'clock. The 
Generals of the day, who attended to receive 
H 2 theſe 
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theſe orders, were but juſt gone out of the 
King's tent to make the neceſlary diſpoſitions, 
waen the advanced guards of the right wing 
ſent notice, that they perceived a large body of 
cavalry and ſome infantry, on the hills of 
Deutſch- Prauſnitz, and ſoon after this news 
was not only conhrmed, but it was added, 
that the whole Auſtrian army was advancing 


im ſeveral columns. 


Here it is proper to interrupt a little the 
thread of my narration, to give you ſome 
idea of theſe cminences : They are large hills, 
which in our country might very well paſs for 
mountains, interſected by hollow-ways, marſh - 
es, and thickets ; they rife gradually higher, 
ſo that thoſe towards the Elbe, and beyond the 
village of Soor, which is contiguous to that of 
Prauſnitz, are higher than the reſt; they are 
terminated on the right, to ſpeak according 
to the poſition of the Auſtrian army, by the 
great wood of Kœnigſreich, and on the left 
by the valley called Gœren-Ground, which 
runs in a ſemi-circle to the village of Hohen- 
bruck, on the road to Trautenau. 


The enemy, perfectly well acquainted with 
the advantages of this ground, had begun his 
march on the 29th at twelve o'clock at noon, 
leaving his baggage and his camp ſtanding at 
Koenigſhoff, He had been filing off all night 
long, partly through the wood, and partly by 
the roads that lead to Soor and Altenbouhl, 
and had taken poſſeſſion of theſe eminences ; 
his left extended above the village of Bourck- 

erſdorff, 
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erſdorff, and his right covered by Deutſch- 
Prauſnitz, having his wings ſecured by bat— 
teries of large cannon and haubitzers, and his 
whole front by a great many field pieces. 
Thus his left was preciſely on our right flank, 
and reached even beyond it, ſo that our army, 
when attempting to form in order of battlc, 
muſt naturally have drawn up under the ene- 
my's cannon, and then been expoſed to the fire 
not only of his left, but alſo of part of his 
centre. This poſition was therefore a critical 
one for us, and attended with many incon- ' 
veniencies ; but we ſurmounted all theſe dim 
culties, as you will preſently tee, 


When the King could no longer doubt of 
this early and unexpected vitit, he made the 
drums beat, and the trumpets ſound to arms, 
The right wing of the cavalry, and particularly 
our Gens d'Armes, were the firſt ready to 
march out of the camp, tho' the enemy en- 
deavoured to hinder them by his artillery, the 
ſhot of which reached our camp; and it may 
be ſad, that our cavalry was forced to make 
haſte, by the furious fire of great guns and 
haubitzers. As ſoon as they were on horſeback, 
they marched to the right, and were followed 
by the infantry, deſcribing, as it were, a kind 
of ſemicircle, the convex ſide of which was to- 
wards the enemy, that we might not expoſe 


our flank. Having then taken poſſeſſion of the 


ground moſt proper for the attack, our cavalry 
formed ; and tho' the ground was narrow and 
very uneven, as J have obſerved, and tho' the 
eminence, on which the Auſtrian army ſtood, 
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was very ſteep, yet fifteen ſquadrons, under the 
commands of the Major Generals Goltze and 
Katzlar, advanced, received the whole fire of 
the artillery, and ruſhed in full career upon the 
enemy's ſquadrons, whereof there were fifty 
five in this wing, drawn up in three lines. The 
match was very unequal ; but what can num- 
ders do againſt valour and fortune? This hand- 
ful of cavalry fell ſo furiouſly upon the firſt line 
of the enemy's horſe, that it overthrew them at 
the firſt onict, and purſued them fo vigorouſly, 
as to put the ſecond and third line into the ſame 
confuſion, and routed them ſo entirely, that nei- 
ther the one nor the other appeared any more; 
for I make no account of a few weak remains of 
cavalry, which reaſſembled, but made no reſiſt- 
ance. Some ſquadrons of theſe fugitives were 
at the ſame time driven back upon their foot, 
and occaſioned great diſorders, which contri- 
buted not a little to the ſucceſs of the day, 
Amidſt theſe ſucceſsful events, three battalions 
of our grenadiers had the noble aſſurance to 
aflault the park of artillery, tho' guarded by fif- 
teen companies of grenadiers, ſupported by all 
the Saxon foot. It was no wonder they loſt a 
gient many men, as they were twice repulſed: 
But being reinforced in time by the regiments 
of La Motte and Blanckenſee infantry, they 
carried it at the third attack, and took the firtt 
line of the enemy in flank; afier which their 
whole left wing was driven off the eminence, 
and the front of the two armies inſenſibly en- 

aged. Our center and our left wing, which 
the King had hitherto made no uſe of, that he 
might be {ure of a reſource, in caſe his right 

wing 
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wing ſhould be repulſed, advanced gradually 
through the neighbourhood of Bourckerſdorff, 
but found every where an obſtinate enemy re- 
ſolved: to difpute every inch of ground. As 
they had, in fact, the advantage of the ground 
— numbers of men, our people, at way 
eminence, and every little wood, found fre 

troops to encounter, that had not been engaged 
before, and whoſe fire was always ready. 
Is there any thing more neceſſary, to wear out 
the moſt prudent patience? Many others 
would have given out on ſuch an e th : but 
our ſoldiers, accuſtomed to conquer under the 
eye of their King, inſtead of being diſcouraged, 
redoubled their efforts; they bravely climbed 
up the hills, through a tempeſt of muſket and 
cannon balls, cleared one wood after another, 
and advanced with ſuch rapidity, tnat they 
were ſoon ready to fall upon the enemy's 
battalions with their bayonets. But the game 
was become too ſerious ; the enemy therefore 
reſolved no longer to diſpute the victory with 
men who deſerved it ſo well ; they ſoon began 
to give way, and then to run with all their 
might towards the wood of Keoenigſreich, 
which, being very near, concealed them from 
our purſuit. Meantime our cavalry on the 
left, which at the beginning of the battle con- 
ſiſted only of fifteen ſquadrons, and conſe- 
quently durſt not venture into the action, was 
reinforced by ſeveral ſquadrons from our right, 
who had nothing left to do; after which it 
fetched a ſmall compaſs towards the village of 
Deutſch-Prauſnitz, to fall upon the right 
wing of the Auſtrian cavalry, But the latter, 
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knowing, perhaps, that there was nothing 
further to be hoped, and all its efforts would 
be in vain, filed quickly through the village to- 
wards the wood of Kœnigſtreich, in order to fave 
themſelves. So that the regiments of Rochow 
and Bornſtedt, being tne Aſk who got up the 
hills of Prauſnitz, ſeeing that the cavalry was 
making its eſcape, and the regiments of Da- 
mitz and Collowrath infantry were endeavour- 
ing to retreat in good order, fell upon them, 
broke them, and took from them eight pair of 
colours, and eight hundred priſoners, 


This exploit was the concluſion of the 
whole aftair, and nothing was done afterwards, 
but cannonading on our fide, becauſe the 
wood of Kcanigſreich, and the terrible defiles 
about it, prevented our purſuing further, I 
mult be underſtood to ſpeak here of the right 
wing, and a part of the main body of the Au- 
ſtrians; for the remaining part of the center 
and the left wing were already at a great dif- 
tence, having made their eſcape through the 
dehles beyond the village of Soor. The 
whole fled to Eœnigſhoff, and ſtaid no longer 
tere, than to take down their tents, and col- 
lect their baggage, but 4et our, that ſame 
night, for their old camp on the other ſide of 
the Elbe at Jaiomirtz, 


General Nadaſty, at this battle, had orders 
to join Colonel I renck and attack our rear; 


Detoffy was to fall upon our right flank; and 


Franquini's bufineſs was to fell trees acroſs the 
road to Schatzlat, not only to keep Lieutenant- 
Gencral 
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General du Moulin from coming to our 
aſſiſtance, but alſo to ſtop the Aight of our 
run-aways, and render the ſcene more bloody, 

But of all theſe orders one only was executed. 
Trenck came too late ; Nadaſty amuſed him- 
ſelf with pillaging the baggage; Deſoſfy was 


prevented by General Lewald, and the too 


ſudden defeat of the left Wing; Frang: ini a- 
lone, having nothing to fight with but firs and 
oaks, made a ſhift to execute the orders he had 


received, 


You ſee, however, from theſe circum- 
ſtances, that the enemy had formed great de- 
ſigns : Not content with beating us, he pre- 
tended to extirpate us intirely : but this detign 
the Lord of Hoſts thought proper to confound, 
to ſhew, that he alone directs the greatcſt as 
well as the leaſt events, and that human wiſ- 
dom never fails to miſcarry, when it is not * 
ported by his bleſſing. You wil be, without 
doubt, of my opinion, when you weigh all 
the particulars I have laid before you, and fee 
the two orders of battle, herewith ſent you, 
by which it appears evidently, that the enemy 
was twice as ſtrong as we. Their Jlols is rec— 


koned between ſeven and eight thouſand men. 
They left on the field of battle about two. 


thouſand killed, and near two thouland pri- 
ſoners, beſides the wounded we tound after 
the battle in the neighbouting villages z of 
theſe four thoufand and five hundred were car— 
ried off. The number of deſertets and it: ag- 


glers cannot be) ct aſcertained. 
Hs The 
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The Saxon cavalry did not ſuffer much, 
but their infantry was roughly handled, eſpe- 
cially Prince Xavier's regiment, which greatly 
diftinguiſhcd itſelt. 


We have between five and fix hundred 
killed, and near two thouſand wounded. 
Among the former are Prince Albert of Brunf- 
wick, a Gentleman of great courage and 
vivacity; Major General Blanckenſee; and 
the Colonels Blanckenbourg, Bountſch, Count 
Dohna, Ledebour, Lieutenant Colonels We— 
del of the Foot Guards, and Bredow of the 
Gens d'Armes. Among the wounded are 
Major General Count Schmettow, Colonel 
Forcade, Major Kahlden, and ſome other 
Field Officers. The King and all the Court 
have loſt their baggage by the fault of the 
officers that conducted it. But his Majeſty 
thinks he has made a good exchange of it, 


for a victory ſo complete and ſo glorious as 
this. | 


We are ſtill in the neighbourhood of Soor ; 
part of the infantry is cantoned in the villages, 
and the reſt encamped on the hills, as is all 
the cavalty alſo. We expect to march ſoon 
towards Frautenau, and then to put an end to 
our campaign. 

From the camp at Soor, 
October 5, 1745. I am, &c. 
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REFLECTIONS 
On the BATTLE of SOOR. 


1 E character of a man of veracity, on 

which I value myſelf, keeps me from re- 
preſenting things otherwiſe than they really 
are; therefore it cannot be taken amils, that L 
act conſiſtently with this character on the preſent 
occaſion ; that I admire in our enemies, what 
I think commendable in their conduct, and 
ingenuouſly own the ſmall miſtakes that may 
have been committed on our fide. 


The deſign that Prince Charles, or what- 
ever other Genera] you pleaſe, had formed to 
furprize us, and the meaſures taken for that 
purpoſe, muſt needs be approved. He knew 
that our forces were much ſcattered ; he was 
informed of the quantity and quality of our 
detachments, of our embarraſſed ſituation, and 
many other incommodities, of which, that of 
being obliged to go out every other day for 
forage, and to get our ſupplies of that kind at 
the point of our ſwords, was not the leaſt. His 
light tro ps, under the command. of Nadaſty, 


Trenck, Deſoffy, and Franquini, all partiſans 


of great merit and reputation, beſieged us all 
round; and he was ſure we could not under- 


take the leaft motion, without giving him an 


opportunity to engage us, for which he had 
time enough, to make preparation, and to 
take his meaſures before hand, while we were 
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that he needed not wait long, before he 
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confined to thoſe which fortune might throw | not 
in our way, For this purpoſe it was neceflary | 
he ſhould keep near us; and this the Auſtrian 
General accordingly did, by taking poſt at 
Kenigſhoff, from whence: he might be with 5 
us in a ſingle march. That was, in every re- 
ſpect, the moſt proper place for his deſigns. 1 yi 
He was there in a ſecure and convenient camp. | 
There he learned every thing that paſſed with | 
us; whilſt the King's army, being behind a | p 
large foreſt, and ſurrounded with hills, knew | t! 
nothing of what the enemy was doing on each | 
hide of it. Our patrolls could be of no great 
ſervice to us; it was abſolutely impoſſible for | 
ſmall ones to go abroad, and large ones were 
profently ſtopt and engaged in ſkirmiſhes, as 
appened to Major General Katzlar, who could 


never puſh out farther than one ſhort hour's 
march from our camp. 


0 
28 


The Auſtrian General, having ſo well diſ- 
poſed his preparatives, thought, with reaſon, 


ſprung his mine; and, in this reſpect alſo, he 
did every thing that could be expected from a 
great warrior, He drew near, in the night 
time, with great ſilence, to our right flank, 
formed his army in battle array, poſted his 
cannon to the greateſt advantage poſſible, and 
waited for day-light to beat up our quarters. 
Did not he. deſerve to ſucceed ? Doubtleſs he 
did, with reſpect to his diſpoſitions; and I 
believe would have ſucceeded, if three faults, 
which he committed in the execution, had 


not 
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not robbed him of the prize, due to his 
abilities. 


Theſe, in my opinion, were: 
Firſt, His not attacking us immediately, 


without giving us time to come to ourſelves; 


his amuſing himſelf with cannonading us at a 
diſtance ; his permitting us to march out of our 
camp to the right, when he might have 
prevented it; and, finally, his remaining on 
the e ninences, to receive the attack rather than 
to give it. 


Secondly, He did very wrong, in not ſuffi- 
ciently opening the left wing of his cavalry ; 
for had it been extended as far as the great 
road to Trautenau, it would have abſolutely 
prevented our getting out of our camp an 
other way but by expoſing our whole flank; 
whereas, being pent up as it was in three lines, 
it gave us the advantage of ſurrounding it in 
ſome meaſure, and attacking it in flank; 
whence it came to paſs, that the firſt line being 
broken and overthrown, the other two, not hav- 
ing room enough to perform their motions, 
could not avoid being involved in the ſame diſ- 
grace, put in confuſion, and routed, 


Thirdly, He was guilty of a groſs error, in 
not puſhing forward his right to meet us, be- 
tween the villages of Prauſnitz and Bourckerſ- 
dorff: with ever. fo little attention, he might 


have ſeen that we formed but one line; that we 


Had urgent reaſons for not bringing up our left 


the 


Wing, and ptaced our whole hope and ſafety in, 
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the efforts of the right: be ought, therefore, 
to have made a puſh againſt our left wing, to 
force the few cavalry we had oppoſed to him 
there, at the beginning of the battle, then 
to have fallen upon the flank and rear of 
our only line of infantry; by which means 
he could have made ſure of a complete victo- 


ry. 


But he overlooked all theſe advantages, and 
depending, as his own accounts of the battle 
ſay, on the exploits of Nadaſty, who was to 
attack us in the rear, he let ſlip a certainty for 
an uncertainty, as the event ſufficiently diſco- 
vered, Let me not be told here, that the loſs of 
the battle was owing to the miſcarriage of this 
Count. For we can prove, leaving out of the 
queſtion the rapaciouſneſs of the Hungarian 


troops, which drew them towards the baggage, 


it was not in Nadaſty's power to perform ex- 
actly what his orders required. We all know, 
that Major General Schlichting, with five bat- 
talions of infantry and five ſquadrons of horſe, 
was ordered to guard the rear during our march, 
but that circumſtances having changed this 
march into an order of battle, he remained with 
his detachment on the eminence above our 
camp, and was in condition to prevent the Hun- 
arian General from executing his deſigns. On 
the other hand, Lieutenant General Lehwald 
advanced by the high road of Trautenau, 
with four battalions of infantry, and five ſqua- 
drons of cuiraſhers, immediately after. our 
right wing had diſlodged the enemy's left; ſo 
that Count Nadaſty, inſtead of falling upon 
our 


= 

7 

8 
7 


LETTERS 159 


our rear, would have found difficulty enough 
in providing for his own ſafety, and the two 
Generals, Lehwald and Schlichting, joining, 
would without much trouble have attacked and 
diſperſed his irregulars, who dreaded a regular 
fire, and were by no means fond of ſtanding 
in cloſe fight; moreover, we are ſatisficd b 
experience, that if Nadaſty hath gained ſome 
reputation, he did not get it by fighting againſt 
Pruſſians. I therefore conclude, that the 
A-:{trian General behaved wonderfully well, 
till the decihve moment came ; but that in the 
execution he ruined and annihitated, ſo te 
ſpeak, the work of his own hands. 


The King of Pruſſia, if I may make the 
remark, acted in a quite different manner, 
When he ſaw that a battle was unavoidable, 
he did every thing that could be expected from 
a great Commander ; but it cannot be denied, 
that this brilliant conduct was preceded by 
ſome ſteps which ſeem to have been a little 
raſh, or rather let us own, that he furniſhed 
the enemy with the occaſion of forming 
his pernicious projects. 


In chuſing the camp at Staudentz, he in a 
manner tied his own hands, and, by ſtaying 
there too long, invited, fo to ſpeak, the Au- 
ſtrian General to come and inſult him, I 
know very well, the King was detained by the 
deſign he had formed to conſume the proviſions 
and forage round the place, and to ruin the 
country. But was it not too much, to put 
this deſign upon a par with the dangers, that 
| | might 
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might from thence reſult to the army, and, 
which is more, to his Majeſty's own perſon ; 
ought he not, at leaſt, to have looked out for 


ſome poſition more advantageous and more 
defenſible ? 


Moreover, it muſt be conſidered, whether 
he wanted to fight, or deſired to avoid it? In 
the firſt caſe, it was by no means proper for 
ſuch a deſign ; and in the ſecond, it was evi- 
dent, that whije we remained in that ſituation, 
it depended on the pleaſure and caprice of our 
enemics to force us to a battle, whatever in- 
clination we might have to decline it. It is 
therefore natural to think, that our obſtinacy 
in continuing. in the camp at Staudentz was 
ſomewhat hazardous, and that we ſhould have 
done better to have choſen ſome other poſt, 
had it been done but twice four and 
twenty hours before the battle. But after all, 
may we not juſtly ſuppoſe, that the King did 
not ſee ſo much hazard in this conduct as we 
did? A ſuperior genius, like his, is never diſ- 
couraged by any circumſtance, however diffi- 
cult and perplexing it may appear to others : 
he knows how to apply a remedy to every caſe, 
and finds ſo many reſources in his own capa- 
city, that he is never taken at a diſadvan- 
tage. 


The preſent age preſents us with an exam- 


ple of this, in the conduct of Prince Eugene of 


Savoy, at the famous battle of Belgrade. That 
action has been criticized ; but it was ſuch a 


glorious” 
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glorious one, that it will. ever be ſuperior to all 
cavils. 


The fame may be ſaid of the battle of Soor; 
men may reaſon as they pleaſe about what pre- 
ceded it; the concluſion will always be, that 
the King that day equalled, and even ſurpaſſed, 
the greateſt captains of his time. Surprized 
on his flank by an army of forty thouſand men, 
ſurrounded on all tides by multitudes of light 
troops, and having only between eighteen and 
nineteen thouſand men to oppoſe all theſe, 
was he diſconcerted ? Not at all; the greater 
the danger appeared, the more reſources he de- 


rived from his own ability and courage. Let it 


not be imagined that this Prince was inſenſible 
of the danger, or blindly 7 himſelf up to the 
captice of his fortune. Very far from it; for 
though he had ſcarce a moment to make bis 
diſpoſitions, amidſt the noiſe uſual on ſuch oc- 
cations, he employed that moment to ſo good 
purpole, that his diſpoſition may paſs for a 
maſter- piece, and the very beſt that could have 
been made in ſuch a caſe, 


Obſerving that he had but little ground on 
the right, to oppoſe, with advantage, any 
front to the enemy, that was ready to fall upon 


us on that ſide, he immediately brought thither 


his cavairy, and ſome of his infantry, and re- 
ſolved, without heſitation, to open the ſcene 
with his ordinary vigour, and the requiſite pre- 
cautions. For this purpole he kept his left 
diitengaged, and took care not to make the 
battle general, till fortune had declared for his 

right. 
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right. He dextrouſly took advantage of the 
fault committed by the Auſtrian General, 
and flanked him, whereas the other ought na- 
turally to have flanked us; this done, he makes 
at once a vigorous attack, breaks the enemy's 
cavalry, and, by this briſk and unexpected 
onſet, opens his way to a complete victory. 
The enemy's cavalry, thus put to the rout, 
gave him the opportunity to attack, with more 
freedom, the park of artillery. He runs up to 
it, by extraordinary efforts takes it, and then, 
turning to the left, throws that whole wing 


into the utmoſt confuſion. This done, with 1 
an adtnirable preſence of mind he turns his : G 
attention to the other wing of his cavalry, 

diſpatches to it as many ſquadrons as may be = 
neceſſary to render it equal to the enemy's Ws 
right, and marching out the reſt of his in- £ tt 
fantry, at the ſame time, though in a ſingle | 0 
line, through the village of Bourckerſdorff and | 

its environs, he attacks the whole front of the = 


Auſtrian army, with aſtoniſhing rapidity. . 
This movement was ſo well conceived, and ſo : 
opportunely executed, that it could not mils 
to produce the effect expected from it. The 
enemy's infantry, notwithſtanding its obfti- 
nacy and ſuperiority was broken, and the ca- 
valry of his right retreated without fighting. 
"Tis true, this retreat, at firſt ſight, ſeemed to 
be the effect of cowardice. But if it be con- l 
ſidered, that this cavalry had given ours time 0 
to become equal, and even ſuperior to them, 0 
by the reinforcements which came from our 
right; that they knew their left wing was beat, 
their main body routed, and they themſelves 
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unable to recover their affairs, I know not 
whether they can be blamed for providing for 
their own ſafety, which muſt have been very 
doubtful, if, after the retreat of their own 
infantry, ours, which was advancing at a great 
rate, had taken their flank, while our {qua- 
drons were engaged with their front. Thus his 
Majeſty gained one of the moſt glorious and 
complete victories, and covered himſelf with 
laurels ſo much the more honourable, that 
he owed them entirely to his own courage and 
ability. "Tis true, the valour of his troops 
contributed to it; but a good workman always 
takes care to have good tools, and a ſkilful 
General makes it his principal ſtudy to form 
good foldiers : So that we may fairly maintain, 
taat he who leads on brave men with ſucceſs 
is juſtly entitled to the principal glory, and that 
the officers and ſoldiers, who execute the 
ſchemes and plans of a judicious Captain, hold 
only the ſecond place. 
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LET TUR -IF: 


On the EXPEDITION f SAXONY 
in the year 1745. 


1 Send you herewith an accout of our ſhort 
but glorious Expedition into Saxony. If 
you think I have not been particular enough 
in it, you muſt impute it to the ſhort time you 
allowed me for drawing it up. You may, how- 
ever, aſſure yourſelf, Sir, that nothing eſſential 
is omitted, and that it is above the reach of 
ceniure with regard to veracity. A friend 
communicated to me two manuſcripts, which 
I quote now and then, and which may ſerve 
as vouchers to ſome parts of my narration. 
One of theſe is a collection of letters from the 
King of Pruſſia, his Miniſter the Count dePode- 
wils, and Mr. Villiers, Envoy from the Court 
of London to that of Dreſden ; they are on the 
ſubject of the Negotiations of Peace, which 
England Jaboured earneſtly to bring about. 
The other is an apologetic Manifeſto, aſcribed 
to the Count de Routowſky; and this piece 
clearly Jays open the myſterious projects of the 
Courts of Vienna and Dreſden againſt ours, 
together with their bloody ſcheme for a winter 
campaign. 
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An account of the laſt CAMPAIGN 
y | #1 SAXONY, in the year 1745, 79 
the PEACE of DRESDEN. 
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_ HE King of Pruffia had executed the 
11 plan he formed in the beginning of the 


ah campaign in 1745. After having beat, near 
bu Friedberg, the combined army under the 


-. command of the Princes of Lorraine and # 
al © Weiſſenfels, he had carried the theatre of the by 
of | war into Bohemia; he had ſubſiſted his army | 

d there to the middle of October, and ha wing, J 
h to Own his work, gained the tamous victory | 

e of Soor, he had aue the provinces on the 

£ borders of Sileſia to be ravaged and ruin ca, 28 

5 far as was necetlary, to prevent che Prince of 


Lorraine from taking poſt there, and diiturb- 
ing our winter quarters. He therefore propos 
ſed to give his troops ſome reſt, and imagined, 
with reaſon, that by blocking up the patlages, 
through which the enemy's paities might en— 
ter that country, with felled trees, or large poſts 
of infantry, he might quietly wait eitaer for 
another campaign, or the peace which was 
then negociating. His Maj. ity had the greater | 
reaſon to expect the latter of theſe two events, | 
that he knew the Maritime Powers were ex- 
tremely prefling with the Courts of Vienna 
and Dreſden, to accede to the Convention of 
Hanover, concluded on the footing of the 
treaty of Breſlau, ſigned the 25th of Auguſt 
by the Miniſters of Great Britain and Prullia; 
: and 
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and that, on the other hand, the rapid pro- 
greſs of France and Spain, both in Flan- 
ders and Italy, ſcarcely left the Queen of 
Hungary and her allies room for any other 
meaſures. 


We therefore decamped from T rautenau the 
16th of October, and having, though with dit- 
ficulty and ſome little loſs, got through the 
terrible defiles of Schatzlar, we encamped the 
ſame day between that town and Liebau. We 
ſtayed there only till the 19th, when all the 
army, excepting a large detachment under the 
command of Lieutenant General du Movlin, 
ſtruck their tents, and went into quarters of 
cantonment, the cavalry on the plains of 
Schweidnitz and Strigau, and the infantry 
further on, at the foot of the mountain, after 
having ſent out other detachments towards the 
town of Hirſchberg and Greiffenberg, conti- 
guous to that narrow neck of land, which ex- 
tends from Bohemia into Sileſia and Luſace. 
Ine King took up his quarters at Ronſtoc, 
near to Friedberg, regulated the winter quar- 
ters of the army, and fixed the 10th of No- 
vember for the day on which every regiment 
ſhould be allowed to ſet out to take up their 
reſidence for the winter, and keep in readinels 
to appear again the next ſpring, in caſe peace 
ſhould not be concluded. After this, his Ma- 
jeity ſer out for the place of his own reſidence, 
leaving the command of the army to Field 
Marſhal Prince Leopold. Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Naſſau and Major General Hautcharmoi 
were {till with the flying corps in Moravia, 

and 
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and took care to keep the large parties of Hun- 


garians from penetrating into and plundering 
the low country. 


The army which had been in Magdebourg, 


under the command of the Reigning Prince of 


Anhalt, had ſeparated on the 15th of October. 
That of the Saxons * near Leipzig had follow- 
ed their example, but with this difference, 
however, that the latter could reaſſemble in 
eight and forty hours time; while our regi- 
ments were fo far ſcattered, that they could 
not be drawn together in leſs than eight or 
ten days +. Prince Charles of Lorraine, after 
having ſuffered us to regain our own frontiers, 
without making any motion with his army, 
which was encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Jaromirtz, took care, in the mean time, to 
{pi.ad a report, that he was likewiſe going in- 
to winter quarters; that ſeveral regiments had 


already filed off towards Moravia, others towards 


the heart of Bohemia, and ſome to the circles 
of Bountzlau and Leitmeritz. But Prince Leo- 
pold, who did not chuſe to be the dupe of this 
affected tranquillizy, ſpared no pains to find out 
the real intentions of the Auſtrian General, 
and ſoon diſcovered, that a conſiderable body 
of light troops, ſupported by a large detach- 
ment of regular horſe and foot, was advancing 
towards Bæhmiſch-Friedland, and that the 
army was following, by ſhort marches, in two 


* See Routowſky's Memoirs. 
+ See the ſame. 
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columns, whereof one took nearly the ſame 
road, and the other that to Zittau. It was 
likewiſe found, that they were making maga- 
Zines in the two Luſaces, and that a body of 
ten thouſand Auſtrians, under the command of 
General Count de Grune, was coming from 
the army on the Rhine, through Voigtlande ; 
which it was natural to ſuppoſe muſt be de- 
tioned for ſome other purpoſe than that of 
taking winter quarters, Therefore, inſtead of 
putting the King's army into ſuch quarters, 


Prince Leopold drew it out of its cantonments, | 


and poſted it lower towards the Bober and 
Quciſe, to prevent the enemy, in caſe he in- 
tended to make any attempts on the fide of 
Luſace, as it was natural to imagine that he 
did not make ſuch great preparations without 
an object of great importance. The Prince 
ſent the King notice of this, and his Majeſty, 
on his ſide, cauſing ſtrict enquiry to be made 
to the Count de Grune's march, learned, that 
it was directed towards Saxony, With a view 
to fall from thence directly on Berlin; while, 
on the other hand, the Prince of Lorraine was 
to penetrate through Luſace towards Sagan 
and Croſſen, to cut off our communication 
with Brandenbourg, and give employment to 
the Prince of Anhalt, who could not cat:ly op- 
poſe this invaſion, becauſe his army was too 
far ſcattered to be able to reaſſemble in 
time *. 


Seing, therefore, clearly into the deſigns of 
his enemies, the King reſolved, without ſcru— 


* See Routowlky's Menioirs, : 
Die. 
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ple, to act offenſively before they were 
ready. He therefore immediately ordered 
the . of Anhalt to re- aſſemble his army 
in the neighbourhood of Halle, and he 
himſelf ſet out from Berlin on the 16th of 
November, to put himſelf at the head of his 
troops in Sileſia, which, at the time of his ar- 
rival in that country, were in quarters of 


cantonment along the Bober, between 
Bountzlau and Lœwenberg. 


Immediately upon his arrival, he called in 
the detachment under Lieutenant General du 
Moulin, and that under Lieutcnant General 
Bonin, both of which had been poſted to- 
wards Landſhout, Hirſchberg, and Greiffen— 
berg, and at the ſame time ordered the Ge- 
nerals Naſſau and Hautcharmoi to fall don 
from Upper Sileſia into the Lower, and cover 
the frontiers and mountains Which the corps 


abovementioned had quitted. Having after- 


wards information, that all that he had ſup- 
poſed with regard to the intentions of the 
enemy, was exactly true, and that they had, 
moreover, opened ſeveral roads for marching 
an army, not only towards Bountzlau and 
Sagan, but alſo towards Croſſen and Bran- 
denbourg; he ſet out on the 22d, and arrived 
about eleven in the morning of the 23d at his 
rendezvous near Naumbourg on the Queiſs. 
The army was about thirty five thouſand 
ſtrong. We paſſed this little river the ſame 
day about one in the afternoon, the cavalry 
by the fords, the infantry on bridges, and ſo 
entered Saxony. * we were paſſing, 
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the light troops of our right came to blows 
with a body of Uhlans, who quickly retired ; 
buc the Huſſars of Ziethen and Rueſch, who 
had paſſed on the left, found in the village of 
Cacholiſch-tiennerſdorff three regiments of 
Saxon horſe and a regiment of infantry, 
who were cantoned there with very little pre- 
caution; ſo that our men, availing themſelves 
of this favourable opportunity, eaſily put to 
fight their weak piquets, and entered at one 
of the ends of he village, in which they 
made at firſt ſome priſoners, and a great dea} 
of booty. But the Jove of plunder amuſed 
the Hutlars too long, and gave the Saxons 
time to form ar the other end of the ſame vil- 
Jage, which is a very long one; and accor- 
dingly they ſtood th ir ground there, and 
would, in all probability, have retired in good 
order, and without loſs, if the King had not 
inſtantly detached ten ſquadrons of cuiraſ- 
ſiers, and two battalions of grenadiers to ſup- 
port the Huſſars. Lieutenant General Ro- 
chow and Major General Katzler, who 
commanded theſe ten ſquadrons, marched 


through a troubleſome defile, acroſs a wood. 


and found the enemy's troops in order of bat- 
tle, with the cavalry on the left, and the 
infantry on the right, behind a hedge, which 
hindered our ſquadrons from advancing up to 
them, and depriving them of the advan- 
tage of having their flank, and the front of 
their cavalry covered by this hedge. The 
defile which our men had to paſs did not al- 
low them to enter immediately upon action. 
General Katzler having got through it, with 


three 
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three weakly ſquadrons of Bornſtedt, drew 2 
little to the right, both to get on the left 
wing of the enemy, and to leave thoſe who 
were following him room enough to form 
with advantage on coming out of the defile; 
but two repcated orders, from Lieutenant 
General Rochow, obliged him, with the ſmall 
force he. had, to begin the charge immedi- 
ately and without delay, againſt ſix ſqua- 
drons, each conſiſting of one hundred and 
fifty troopers, ſupported moreover by the fire 
of their infantry, He advanced againſt them 
with all imaginable ardour ; but on the one 
hand the enemy's line extending beyond his 
on the right, and, on the other, being expoſed 
to a ſmart fire of muſquetry, he was repulſ- 
ed, and obliged to fall back more than a thou- 
ſand paces, where he halted, formed a-n»w his 
three ſquadrons, which had ſuffered ver 

much; and being now reinforced by ſeven 
ſquadrons, which had by this time got out of 
the defile, he marched a ſecond time againſt 
the enemy, whom he broke, and defeated en- 
tirely. Then our Huſſars went in purſuit of the 
fugitives, killed a great number of them, and 
made many priſoners, while Li-utenant Ge- 
neral de Rochow was making his diſpoſitions 
to fall upon the foot, who had by this time 
drawn up in a hollow ſquare. hey at firſt 


gave themſelves airs of intending to fel! their 


lives dear, but Major General de Polent- 
arriving, at that inſtant, with two battalions 
of grenadiers, and diſcharging ſome cannon 
upon their ſquare, it was put into diſorder. 
and opened, ſo that our cavalry got into it. 
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All that were not maſſacred in the firſt onſct, 
ſurrendered at diſcretion. Beſides the ad- 
vantage of ſuch a good beginning, we took 
four cannon, three ſtandards, two pair of ket- 
tle drums, three pair of colours, a great deal 
of ammunition, and nine hundred and four- 
teen priſoners, among whom where Major 
General Bouchner, Colonel Obyrn, beſides 
twenty ſix officers. The Saxon regiments 
in this quarter were, the foot of Saxe-Gotha, 
and the cavalry of Vitzthoum, Obyrn, and 
Dallwitz. 


The ſame evening of the 23d the whole 
army, having entirely paſſed the Queits, en- 
camped near Hennerſdorff; and next day, 
being the twenty- fourth, marched, during a 
terrible fog, to Trotſchendorf and Lichten- 
berg. We found upon the road a vaſt num- 
ber of covered waggons belonging to the 
Auſtrians and Saxons, all broken to pieces, 
and the ammunition {ſcattered on the ground. 
We were alſo informed by the country peo- 
ple, that the enemy's army was reaſſembled 
at Geœrlitz, with deſign to give us battle 
there, 


Nevertheleſs our vanguard, conſiſting of 
all the Huſſars and ſome battalions of grena- 
diers, advanced to that place in the night of 
the twenty-fourth, and was followed on the 
twenty- fifth by the cavalry of the right wing, 
and afterwards by the whole army. We 
ſummoned the town, and it ſurrendered with 
its garriſon, which conſiſted of three yu 

re 


® : 
5 An 1 

. 3 2 12 > 
Os AO 


4 
2 * 
$9 
a”. 
"4 
&Y 
3 
2 
„ 
+: 
. 
= MEE 
4 
A 
E1 


LETTER N. 173 
dred Saxon foot, commanded by a Major 
and two Captains. We found there good 


ſtore of forage and proviſions, and encamped 
that day in its neighbourhood. 


The enemy's army, inſtead of waiting 
for us, made haſte to get to the little river ot 
Neiſſe, with a view to ſhelter themſelves 
hind it, and diſpute the paſſage of it with us. 
The King, on his fide, not thinking it proper 
to let them recover from their ſurprize, 
cauſed his troops to continue their march on 
the 26th, in his way took ſome ſmall maga- 
zines, and upon his arrival on the banks of 
the Neitle, found that the Auſtrian General 
had decamped by ſtealth, and taken the road 
to Zittau. His Majetty immediately detach- 
ed a ſtrong vanguard, conſiſting of Dragoons, 
Grenadiers, and Huſtars, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant General Bonin, and 
the Major Generais Winterfeld and Kleiſt, 

to bring the enemy to battle, if poſſible, or 
elfe to harraſs him in his retreat. "The de- 
tachment had the good luck to come up with 
the combined army in the evening, after it 
had got beyond Zittau, and taken poſt on the 
eminence, on the other ſide, near the road 
to Gabel. As it was far ſuperior in num- 
bers, and poſted to advantage, our people ſa- 
tisfied themſelves with puſhing their light 
troops near it, and taking poſſeſſion, in its 
light, of the town and its ſuburbs, that they 
might defend themſelves therein next day, in 


caſe of an attack, and to give the King time 


to come up with his whole army. But the 
3 enemy's 
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enemy's troops were too much diſguſted for 
their Generals to make them advance againſt 
us. For wh ch reaſon they thought proper 
to decamp at two in the morning, and re- 
tire to Bohemia, through the defiles of 
Gabel. 


Our detachment, knowing nothing of this 
till day-break, iſſucd out of the town to re- 
tad them in their march, but as they made 
great haſte, and had taken all the precautions 
uſual on ſuch occaſions, by putting the beſt 
men they had in their rear guard, they were 
obliged to content themiclves with ſome pri- 
ſoners, and fifceen hundred waggons, which 
Ward moſtly plundered by the Saxon and 
Bohn peacuts of the neighbourhood, 


Howe, the lots ſuſtained by the enemy on 
this oocalicu was not ſmall. They loſt a 


connderuble number of men, by our arms 

detertion. They left there more than 
ir baggage, and, which was of ſtill 
£1 emer importance, the whole fruit of an ex- 
pcdition, the preparations for which muſt 
have bcen very exp niive. Aſter the taking 
of Zittau, and the cyacuation of Luſace by 
the ccmbined army, the King eſtabliſhed his 
head quarters at Gœrlitz, and without loſing 
ſight of the work of peace, with which he 
withed to crown hi. labours, he uled his ut- 
moſt ende..vours to bring the Court of Dreſ— 
den into it, either ſeparately or in con— 
junction with that of Vienna. But theſe two 
Courts being Iſs diſpoſed towards peace, and 
having great expectations from the Count de 


Grune's 
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Grune's corps and the Saxon army command- 
ed by the Count Routouſky, made ſuch extra- 
vagant propoſals, that the Ki g found himſelf 
under a neceſſity of laying aſide the Caduceus, 
and reſuming his military operations *. 


His Majeſty, therefore, having ſent orders 
to the r igning Frince of Anhalt, (who on 
the twenty tnird of November had auembled 
his army, conſiſting of twenty four thouland 
men, to begin to act offenſively on the ſide 
of Leipſig, marched imſelf, with his troops, 
towards Boudiſſin, to be ncar the Elbe, and 
to paſs it if it ſnould be neceſſary, when the 
Prince of Anhalt ſhould be at hand. A van— 

uard of thirty ſquadrons of horſe and ten of 
Fiufars, with ten battovlions of foot, under 
the command of Lieutenant Genera Lehwald, 
marched before, and was tu ſecure the bridge of 
Meiſſen, in order to join the Prince as occaſion 
ſhould require, and enable him to make a briſk 
puſh. This was the more neceflary, as it was 
certain that the Count de Grune's corps, after 
having advanced towards the frontiers of Bran- 
denbourg, had turned back again after the 
affair of Henneridortt, and joined Count 
Routowſky ; and that, on the other hand, 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, with his main 
body, marching along the frontiers of Saxony, 
propoſed to come down the Elbe by Peteri- 
walde to reinforce the Saxons, and then fall 
upon the Prince of Anhalt, to whom all theſe 
troops united together would have been 


vaſtly ſuperior. The King of Poland, his 


See Routowſky's Memoirs. 55 
14 Miniſters, 


x76 LS TT.EKR IV, 
Miniſters, and Court, ſeeing their firſt plan 
come tv nothing, and the means of recover- 
ing their affairs very doubtful, had, in the 
mezn time, retired to Prague, and our Mo- 
narch, continuing his rout by eaſy marches, 
arrived on the banks of the Elbe near Meiſſen, 
on the 4th of December, 


It will be proper to leave him engaged in 
this march, and give a particular account of 
the Prince of Anhalt's operations, from the 
twenty ninth of November to the fourteenth 
and fifteenth of December, which gave the 
finiſhing ſtroke to this important affair, That 
Prince had, according to the King's orders, 
decamped from Halle in the night of the 
twenty ninth of November, and marched 
towards Skeuditz, where General Sybilſky 
was poſted with a large detachment of 
Uhlans and light horſe. Our vanguard 
diſlodged him eaſily, and at three in the af- 
ternoon the whole army came in fight of the 
amous intrenchment under Leipzig. It 
was guarded by Licutenant General Count 
de Renard, with a number of troops no way 
proportioned to its extent : for which reaſon 
he thought proper to abandon it, in order to 
ſive his people, and retreated by the village 
of Schœnfeld, to get the moraſs between him 
and our amy. In the night time he intirely 
lett the neighbourhood of Leipzig, and 
marched to join Count Routowſky, who 
kept under the cannon of Dreſden, The 
Memoirs aicribed to this Count, which J 
often quote, find great fault with the reſo- 
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LETTER: 17 
lution taken by Count Renard on this 
occaſion. But, as he has the reputation of a 
brave and ſenſible officer, we are morally 
obliged to think that his reaſons were good 
and urgent, and that an ill-timed obſtinacy 


might have expoſed him to the danger of a 
total defeat, 


After his departure there was nothing to 
hinder the Prince of Anhalt from making 
himſelf maiter of the town of L-ipzig, and 
accordingly he did ſo. The Magiſtrates being 
ſummoned, did not heſitate a moment about 
furrendering the town by capitulation, and 
the Prince, having taken poſſeſſion of it by 
four battalions of grenadiers, under the com- 
mand of Major General Boſe, detached, 
on the firſt of December, a vanguard, con- 
lifting of all his Huſſars, and eight ſqua- 
drons of cavalry, under the command of 
Rlajor General Bredow, to ſecure the bridge 
of Eulenbourg. : 


On the 2d, the Prince followed with his 
army, which he put into quarters of canton- 
ment in the neighbourhood of that city, 


On the 4th, Lieutenant General Prince 
Maurice of Anhalt was ſent, with four hun- 
dred Huſſars, to make diſcoveries about Tor- 
gau; he returned towards evening, and re- 
ported, that there was a fine magazine at 
that place, but no troops, excepting three 
companies of Militia, commanded, by a 

1 5 Major, 
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Major, who guarded the end of the bridge on 
the other fide of the Elbe. 


On the 5th, the Prince detached Major 


Gen-ral Kalncin, with four battalions of 


grenadiers, to ſeize the magazine, and the 
town of T orgau. 


The army arrived on the 6th, and the Saxon 
Major having ſurrendered himſelf and his 
Militia, with a very good grace, the Prince 
had the advantage of ſecuring, by this means, 
a communication with the King's army, as 
he found the bridge at Torgau in very good 
condition. He continued there till the tenth, 
becauſe, being in want of ammunition bread, 


he was obliged to get a ſupply for ſome days 
bal:ed there, 


The King's orders, to move towards 
Meiſſen with all expedition, having been 
repeated, the Prince reſumed his march on 
the eleventh, and that night arrived at Streh- 
len, from whence he detached, very early on 
the twelfth, in the morning, General Count 
de Geiler, with three hundred Huflars, ſeven 
fquadrons of cavalry, and four battalions of 

renadiers, to throw himſelf into Meiſſen. 
Gd Geſler found the place in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of Major General Alembeck, with ſe- 
veral companies of grenadiers; who having 
been ſummoned, returned for anſwer, that he 
would ſend to Dreſden, to aſk advice of the 
Council of war. The Prince arriving in the 
mean time, at the head of his army, refuſed 
| to 
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to agree to any delay; and Monſieur Alem = 
beck, perceiving that he was not ſtrone 
enough, nad the complailance to evacuate the 
place, without noiſe, and retire wich his men 
to Dreſden; a ſtep which is much blamed in 
the Memoirs already quoted; becauſe, ſays 
that author, a detachment ef troops of ariz]- 
lery was actually marching to his relief“. 
It is certain, that if the garriſon had ſhewn 
more ſteadineſs, and intirely broken down 
the bridge, the Prince's junction with the 
body commanded by General Lehwald mutt 
have been thereby obſtructed for ſome days. 
'The Prince of Lorraine, who was making 
forced marches for that purpote, would have 
had abundance of time to join Coun. Koutow- 
ſky, and t:ke meaſurcs in concert with 
him; and the Prince of Anhalt would have 
been, perhaps, obliged to march back to 

orgau, to preſerye that place, as the only 
means he had of communication with the 
King's army. It is alſo true, that General 
Lehwald, having preſented himſelf with his 
detachment on the other ſide of the Elbe, 
ſome days before the arrival of the Prince, 
ſoon ſaw the impoſhbility of ſucceeding on 
that fide; all that he could do was, to take 
poſt upon the neareſt eminences, and batter 
the town with ſome cannon, which had as 
little ſucceſs as the repeated ſummonſes he 
had ſent to the Commandant. A palpable 
proof, that, if the poſt at Meiſſen had been 
ſaved but for eight and forty hours longer, 


9 See Routowſky's Memoirs. 
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our armics muſt neceſlarily have contented 
themſelves with the ſingle paſs of Torgau, 
for a communication between them; but 
the commanding officer having ſo precipi— 
tately abandoned this poſt, the Prince took 
poſſeſſion of it, and having ſoon repaired the 
b.idge, from which only a few planks had 
been torn away, immediately brought over 
the corps commanded by General Lehwald, 
which enabled him to march in queſt of the 
enemy. | 


Meantime the cavalry and baggage be- 
longing to his army had halted, on the 12th, 
in the little plain of Zehren, at the entry into 
the defile, which begins ſome hundred paces 
from the village of the ſame name. "They 
paſſed through it on the 13th, and Lieutenant 
General Sybiliky, who with his light cavalry 
Jay concealed in the mountains of Lommatſch, 
obſerving that the rear-guard was neglected, 
and that the entry into the defile was not 
guarded by any infantry, fell upon them, 
and put tem into very great diſorder, which 
occaſioned the loſs of Lieutenant General 
Roel's life, and that of a co ſiderable part of 
the bagga e belonging to the officers of the 
army. The enemy, beſides, took a couple 
of {tandards, two kettle drums, and made 
fifty odd dragoons priſoners. The paſſage of 
the cavalry at Meiſſen was not over till late 
in the night between the thirtcenth and four- 
teenth, and all the infantry marched out of 
the town that ſame night, except one ſingle 

battalion of grenadiers, which took poſt — 
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the eminences of Sieben-Eichen, where all 
the army, including the body commandcd by 
Lehwald, went to reſt for ſome hours. 


On the 14th the army reſumed its march, 
in four columns, and took poſt near the little 


village of Roehridorf, in order of battle, 
Next day, the 15th of December, they 


continued their march, in four columns, and 
left the little town of Wilſdrouff on their 
left. The vanguard, conſiſting intirely of 
Huſſars, began to ſkirmiſh with Sybilſky's 
corps at this place, and after marching a full 
half hour, the enemy's army was obſerved in 
order of battle, on the eminences of Benne- 
rick and Keſſelſdorff; fo that the right wing 
was before Bennerick, and the left behi 

Keſſelſdorff, which Count Routowſky had 
lined with ſeven or eight battalions of Auſtrian, 
and Saxon grenadiers, and a good many 
pieces of cannon, All the firſt line, and the 
greateſt part of the ſecond, that is, from the 
left wing to the center, conſiſted of infantry ; 
the remainder of the ſecond line, and the 
whole of the third was cavalry. The batte= 
ries of the front and flanks of Keſſelſdorff 
were ſupported- on the right by twelve ſqua- 
drons of dragoons, and on the left by Sybil- 
fky's corps and ſome companies of grena- 
diers, poſted in the gullies and hollow ways. 
The left wing began behind that village, ex- 
tending towards that of Zœlmen, it was alfo 
covered by-another large battery ; the center 


behind Zelmen had before its front a morals 
and 
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and two batteries. The right, before the 
village of Bennetick, was fortihed with a 
battery and the little valley of Ztſchon, 
which rendered it almoſt impothble to come 
at it. A little higher on the right, between 
the villages of Ockerwitz and Briſewitz, was 
poſted the body under the command of the 
Count de Grune, excepting two regiments of 
horſe, viz. thoſe of Bentheim and Hohenzo]- 
lern, which made the right wing of the 
ſecond line of the Saxons. 


The Prince of Anhalt having examined the 
poſition of the enemy's army, determined to 
make his attack on the left, thinking him- 
ſelf very ſure of victory, if he could make 
himſclf maſter of the poſt at Keſſelſdorf, and 
by that means get at the enemy's flank. In 
conſequence of this deſign, he drew his army 
up in ſuch a manner, that the right of his 
cavalry reached beyond the front of the vil- 
lage, Aae Prince's Road and the wood 
called the Lerchenbuſch. All his infantry 
made up two lines between this little wood and 
the great birch tree on the road to Wilſdrouff; 
and all the cavalry of his left filled the ſpace 
between the road and the village of Reœtſch, 
thereby fronting the whole length of the 
Saxon army, without regarding the Count 
de Grune's corps, which, by taking an inac- 
ceflible poſt, was ſo covered with hollow 
ways, moraſſes, and defiles, that it was im- 
poſſible for him to get out of it, if he moved 
directly forward. It was then about two 
m the afternoon, and the ſhortneſs of the 
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day not allowing time for unneceflary ar- 


raugements, the Prince made haſte to attack 


the village with three battalions of grenadiers, 
under the command of Major General Hertz- 
berg, followed by three battalions of the regi- 
ment of Anhalt, and ſupported by five ſqua- 
drons of Bonin's regiment of dragoons, as the 
latter were, in their turn, by five ſquadrons of 
Stille'sCuiraſhers, They marched up like brave 
fellows ; but the hre of thirty pieces of can- 
non, well ſerved, and that of ſeven battalions 
of grenadiers, with which the village was 
lined, made ſuch havock, that they were 
forced to move a little to the right, that the 
whole body might not be ſacrihced at one 
blow. They reſumed, however, the ſame 
attack, but it was ſtill unfortunate ; which 
emboldened the enemy's grenadiers to ſally 
out, that they might attack the aſſailants to 
better purpoſe, or perhaps to ſeize their field- 
pieces, Be this as it may, this ſally proved 
their ruin and our preſervation, For the 
Prince having ordered Bonin's dragoons to 
a.tack theſe grenadiers at full ſpeed, they 
ſoon got the better of them, overthrew them, 
entered with them pelmell into the village, 
and there made a moſt dreadful ſlaughter ; 
while ſome battalions made themſelves maſ- 
ters of the batteries, and of that whole poſt ; 
and Stille's regiment of Cuiraſhers, leavin 

Keſſelſdorf on the right, drove out all the 


horſe and foot that were in the defties and 


on the eminences, and got to the flank of 
their army. 
Mean- 
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Meantime our whole front advanced, and 
the battle became almoſt general. The 
right wing of our infantry got beyond the 
village and its neighbourhood, puſhed thoſe 
regiments of the enemy that were before it, 
and threw the whole of their two lines into 
confuſion, eſpecially as the cavalry of this 
ſame right wing had not only gained the 
enemy's flank, but alſo got upon their rear, 
having met with little reſiſtance from moſt of 
their ſquadrons, which at the firſt charge 
gave way, and took to their heels. This 
motion was accompanied with that of the 
center and the left wing: from the latter 
ſome battalions were detached, which took 
poſt near Zœlmen, and maintained it, not- 
withſtanding the diſadvantage of the ground, 
and the terrible fire of the Saxon artillery 
upon their flanks. A little after, the whole 
line advanced acroſs the moraſſes between 
Keſſelſdorf, Zoxlmen, and Bennerick, at- 
tacked the enemy's center and right wing, 
and put them to flight without much reſiſt; 
ance ; their left wing being already intirely 
routed. There ſtill remained fifty N 
on the eminences behind Zolmen, which 
might have done ſome miſchief, if they had 
fallen upon our battalions, who, having 
paſſed the hollow ways behind the village in 
a hurry, and without rallying, were ad- 
8 theſe eminences in ſtraggling par- 
ties. But the fire, though irregular, which 
they made during their rapid march toward 
this body of horſe, diſconcerted the latter fo 
much, that they turned their backs, and 

thought 
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thought of nothing but ſaving their lives: 
whilſt the body commanded by the Count 
de Grune, who had hitherto been idle 
ſpectators, retired in the ſame manner, and 
encreaſed the number of runaways. Thus 
the defeat of the enemy was mars ol We 
had the honour of the day, the field of battle, 
a numerous artillery, and ſome thouſands of 
priſoners, among whom were reckoned four 


Generals, and a great many officers of all 
ranks, 


The cavalry of our left, during almoſt the 
whole affair, was quite inactive, on account 
of the valley of Ziſchon, which lay before 
it, and was quite impracticable. "They 
were obliged to wait till the infantry had cut 
out a paſſage towards Zœlmen; then the 
wheeled and filed off through that paſſage, 
ſo that when they got to the other ſide of 
the moraſs, the affair was nearly over, and, 
by purſuing the enemy beyond Bennerick, 


they got only a few priſoners who ſurrender- 
ed of their own accord, 


It is very certain, and even acknowledged 
by our enemies, that if the day had not 
failed us, or if all our cavalry could have got 
up in time, the Saxon army would have run 
the hazard of being totally deſtroyed, But 
it is very probable, on the cther hand, that 
if the grenadiers poſted at Keflel{dorf had 
been ſatisfied with ſtanding their ground 
there, and had not ſallied out unſeaſonably, 
this battle would have coſt us a vaſt number 


of 


166 LETTER IV. 


of men, perhaps without ſucceſs, nay, with 
very diſagreeable conſequences *. 


Let me now ſay a word or two of the Prince 
of Lorraine and his army, which we have 
ſeen take refuge in Bohemia after the evacu- 
ation of Luſace. This General had made 
forced marches through the circle of Leut- 
meritz, and was come down again into 
Sax ny, by Auſſig and Peterſwalde. His van- 
guard, under the command of Prince Lob- 
kowitz, arrived on the thirteenth of December 
at Dreſden, and Prince Charles himſelf on 
the fourteenth. Yet when the battle was 
fought, he was but a mere ſpectator, and ſa- 
tizhed himſelf with keeping his troops under 
arms till the concluſion of it, though the 
whole paſſed in a manner under his eye. 
This affair has been talked of differently : 
but of all the reaſons that have been aſſigned 
for his conduct, that which I had from a 
Saxon officer, who was our priſoner, ap- 
pears to me the moſt probable. He fays, 
that the Prince of Lorraine, when A 
by the Duke of Weiſſenfels to join Count 
Routowſky, took him aſide, and owned 
plainly, tha all his army did not amount to 
eighteen thouſand men, and even theſe ver 
much diſcouraged by the diſtreſſes they had 
undergone, and that therefore, in caſe affairs 
ſhould take a bad turn, which he had reaſon 
to app ehend, he ſhould not have men enough 
to defend the defiles that lead to Prague. 


See Routowſky's Memoirs, 


The 
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The thing in itſelf appears natural enough; 
but Whether or no ſuch an excuſe could be 
fatisfactory to an ally, who, was thereby made 
a ſacrifice, is what 1 cannot pretend to ſay, 


Let us now return to the conſequences of 
the victory, The King arrived with his in- 
fantry in the neighbourhood of Meiſſen, on 
the night of the fourteenth, entered that town 
on the fifteenth, and at the ſame time order- 
ed his cavalry to draw near, in order to their 
pailing the Elbe, early in the morning of the 
ſixteench. As there was but one bridge, and this 
circumitance, together with the defiles on the 
other fide of the town, greatly retarded the 
paſlage, his Majeſty ſet out before with his in- 
fantry the ſame day, and cantoned them at 
Wilſdrouff, and the places near it. Next night 
the cavalry had intirely paſſed the river, and 
the whole army had orders to aſſemble on the 
ſeventeenth, at break of day, on the eminences 
of Keſſelſdorf and Bennerick, beyond the 
field of battle, to ſupport the Prince of An- 
halt, in caſe the armies under the Prince of 
Lorraine and Count Routowſky joined to- 
gether, ſhould think of taking their revenge, 
as it was ſaid they intended. But hearing, a 
few hours after, that they had thought pro- 
per to retreat, as far as the mountains be- 
tween Piina and Dippoldſwalde, the King 
turned off towards Dreſden, or ered that 
capital to be ſummoned, and obtained it by 
capitulation, with the whole ar{.na], the 
garriſon, and a great number of officers, 
vw ho had thrown thenielves into it after the 

unfo. tunate 
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unfortunate battle of Keſſelſdorf. It is cer- 
tain, that the officers made —— there 
were then counted by hundreds. 


On the 18th, 19th, and following days, 
the King ſent out ſeveral detachments to- 
wards Freyberg, and other towns of the 
mountainous circle, called Erizgeburgiſche- 
Creis, to prevent the enemy's eſtabliſhing his 
quarters there, which, in fact, obliged him 
to quit Saxony intircly, and ſhut himſelf up 
in Bohemia, It was then very natural, that 
the two Court of Vienna and Drefden, ſee- 
ing the hopes they had repoſed in their armies 
quite ruined, ſhould endeavour to extricate 
themſelves out of their embarraſſment b 
other means, Agreeably thereto, the Engliſh 
Miniſter at the Court of Dreſden renewed 
the negociations, and finding in the King of 
Pruſha's mind a generous diſpoſition to ex- 
tinguiſh all violent ſentiments of revenge, 
the affair was ſoon put in a good way, 
and happily completed, On the twenty-fixth 
of December the Peace was concluded 
at Dreſden, by the Plenipotentiaries of 
the three. Courts, on the footing of the 
convention of Hanover and the I reaty of 
Breſlau. The reſpective Ratifications hav- 
ing been exchanged by the ſeveral parties, 
our army evacuated Saxony, and the King, 
covered with glory, returned to Berlin. 


This Monarch had, during the courſe of 
the war, more than ence overcome his ene- 
mies in pitched battles, and had ſo ſkilfully 

accom- 
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accommodated each ſucceſſive operation to 
the general plan he had propoſed to himſelf, 

that by preventing, on all occaſions, the de- 
ſigns of his enemies, he had forced them at 


laſt, to ſue for a Peace, which they had often 
rejected with diſdain, 


I ſhall not give you a liſt of our killed and 
wounded during this expedition ; it is well 
known we left behind us a great many brave 
men: but I cannot help adding, by the bye, 


a word or two by way of reflection on this 
memorable event. 


The deſign of our enemies to carry the 
war into the heart of the King's dominions, 
was well planned, and could not have failed 
to diſorder our affairs greatly, if it had ſuc- 
ceeded. For this purpoſe it was neceſſary, on 
their part, to expedite the execution of their 
projects, and begin to act before the Prince 
of Anhalt's army could be reallembled. 
The Memorial aſcribed to Count Routowſky, 
but diſowned by the Court of Dreſden, pre- 
tends that this was their plan, and that it 
was changed purely out of regard to the 
Court of Peterſbourg, which would not 
agree to an irruption into the hereditary pro- 
vinces of the houſe of Brandenbourg ; but, 
by way of amends, gave up Sileſia, as being 
the King's late conqueſt, to the ſecular arm, 
as the ſaid Memorial expreſſes it. Let us 
ſuppoſe then that this Memorial ſpeaks truth, 
as indeed there is a great probability that it 
does, and let us ſee whether the two courts 


were 
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were in the right to alter their plans without 
at the ſame time dropping their enterprize. 
They had let ſlip the favourable and critical 
moment. is ſoon as it ceaſed to be in their 
power to attack us, either by Magdebourg, or 
at a time when we were not quite prepared 
for them, the face of affairs was quite changed. 
Auſtria had not forces ſufficient to ſhut us up 
in Sileſia, or entirely cut off our communi- 
cation with Brandenbourg ; and Saxony was 
abſolutely expoſed to the danger of ſeeing the 
theatre of war fixed in her own dominions. 
To pretend, on their ſide, that the King of 
Pruflia would uſe the ſame precautions with 
regard to Ruſſia that they did, was to ſup- 
poſe him as void of underſtanding as good 
conduct, For beſides the different procedure 
on both ſides, their's being entirely offenſive, 
it was never heard that a ſovereign Prince, 
out of mere reſpect to a neutral Court, choſs 
rather tolet his enemies ſet their foot upon his 
neck, and ſack his dominions, than endea- 
vour ſpeedily to prevent thoſe evils, and 


| make them fall upon thoſe, who threatned 
| him therewith, | | 


This, in fact, was exactly the King's caſe ; 
| if he had kept upon the defenſive in Sileſia 
| and in Magdebour 


„ however vigorous that 


| defence might wie, Berg the Auſtrians would 
| have plied him on one fide, and the Saxons 

on the other, while the Count de Grune, 

ö with his ten thouſand men, would have fallen 
| upon Brandenbourg, at that time diveſted of 
| troops, made himſelf maſter of the capital, 
and 
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and intirely ruined all the low country ; 
whereas, if the King determined, as he 
actually did, and as it was, indeed, the on 

meaſure left him to take, to attack his ene- 
mies on both ſides, and in their own country, 
he kept them out of his dominions, cut off 
the Count de Grune's communication, in 
caſe he continucd to advance, and might 
with his victorious arms, oblige the powers 


at war with him to agree to an accommoda- 
tion. | 


All this was ſo natural, that it might, and 
ſhould have been foreſeen ; whence | infer, 
that the King of Pruſſia had no other reſource 
but that of acting as he did; and, on the 
contrary, that the two allied Courts did not 
conſult their true intereſt, when, after their 
firſt plan proved abortive, they continued to 
act with the ſame views, without having the 
{ame means in their power. The event has 
ſufficiently proved this. It ſigniſies nothing 
to ſay, that fortune favoured us in every 
thing, We do not deny it, in general ; 
but] do not include in the number of for- 
tunate hits, the getting poſſeſſion of the 
enemy's quarters at Catholiſch-Hennerſdorff, 
nor the confuſion into which we put Prince 
Charles's army, nor his evacuation of Luſace, 
nor his retreat into Bohemia, to which he 
was forced againſt his will, nor the irruption 
of the Prince of Anhalt on the fide of Leip- 
ſig, nor his march, nor ours to the Elbe. 
All that could be aſcribed to the caprice of 
fortune is the battle of Keſſelſdorff, but that 
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contributed little or nothing to the ſum and 
ſubſtance of our affairs. For ſetting aſide 
this victory, we had before eſtabliſhed our- 
ſelves ſufficiently in Saxony, not to be in 
pain about our own provinces, and that blow, 
though deciſive, properly did no more than 
ſhorten the campaign and the war, the end 
of which, to ſpeak according to the manner 
of men, and the connection of circumſtances. 
could not but turn out to our advantage. 


I wiſh the reading of this relation may 
give you as much pleaſure, as this opportu- 
nity of obeying your commands hath given 
me, 


From Berlin, March 


I am, &c, 
20, 1740. : 


